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PREFACE. 



The re-appearance of the Halley Comet, now three 
or four years ago, suggested first to the author the 
idea of publishing this eccentric flight and roaming 
among the planets; but the intended previous 
revision of the MS. was unfortunately delayed till 
the comet was again out of sight, before even the 
printing of it could begin ; and thus the induce- 
ment for the same was obviously lost. This the 
author could but consider as a very bad omen for 
success with any farther attempt; nevertheless, 
presumption would yet try to persuade, it might still 
afford much amusement to many kind readers, 
who would venture on the perus&l of these whim- 
sical leaves, and thus allow themselves to be led 
away beyond space and time, by a fantastical goblin 
a nto such eccentric flights, in defiance and scorn of 
all rational guidance. 

Whatever then their opinion • might be about 
the writer's intellect and capacity, and in general 
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about the matter contained in this uncommon tract, 
it may yet be premised, that not only the subject 
itself, but the originality and perfect novelty of 
its contents might yield much entertainment. 

Now is not fun and diversion the invariable 
longing, ay, the absolute requisite for fashionable 
people, with whom the tedious company of Time 
will ever trail the lagging hours along. Here is 
tfien novelty, oddity, whim, and even extrava- 
gance; but verily, also instruction: though this 
surely would not be the incitement to cast even 
the slightest glance on its contents. Still it is not 
unlikely, that even this might excite in some 
young people, a desire for more real and proper 
instruction in astronomy. And how greatly will 
they then feel obliged to the author to have led 
them by the perusal of this apparently so strange 
composition, to the enjoyment of all that high 
intellectual pleasure which the study and know- 
ledge of astronomy yields. 

Yet whilst here much for amusement may be 
found, the author must in the same time on the 
reader's kind indulgence rely, for various uncom- 
mon and apparently incongruous statements and 
suppositions. One of those might probably be, 
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to find all the planets and their products modelled 
to terrestrial types ; though to this it may be boldly 
demanded, where, or what other pattern could be 
found in a case, where such striking affinity is yet 
so evidently apparent ; though certainly size, bulk, 
gravity, climate, difference of length of days and 
years, must a vast variety of nature indicate. Yet 
who will deny, that we are yet members of one 
family; eleven in number, with eighteen adherents 
of later birth ; yet all offsprings of their corpus 
mater, the soil, of which all are undoubtedly 
framed, and which still nurtures and maintains 
them; all receiving alike their life, but from one 
alti-ruling astre, which, by omni-benevolence en- 
dowed with vigour-creating beams, is therefore 
progenitor of all animal and vegetable products. 
That however their constitutions, their tempers, 
their customs and pursuits must be vastly different, 
may not so much from their names as from the 
different lustre of their orbs be suggested : the 
first glance from Venus to Mars, or again from 
Jupiter to Saturn must indicate this. 

The chief censure will probably be directed to 
many conjectures, which certainly might pass, if 
not for fantastical ravings, yet for whimsical 



Vlll PREFACE. 

eccentricities ; whilst the author may yet boldly as- 
sert to be not only equalled, but verily overmatched 
by some cotemporaries ; as for example by the 
editors of the Encyclopedia, relative to Saturn's 
rings ; and by some Italian astronpmers with their 
Saturnian elysium ; and farther by those, that 
gave such strange birth to the Asteroides, as many 
do still to the Aerolites. 

It is yet so pleasant to believe (or say to fancy), 
that almost all the readers of its publication would 
be inclined to indulgence ; the author now, on this 
hoJ>e relying, ventures to expose it to the public, 
offering already in advance, most grateful acknow- 
ledgments for this expected favour. 
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When on a bright autumnal evening both eyes 
and soul delight to wander over the star-studded 
vault of heaven, lit up by myriads of glorious 
wonders, with which an All-creative Power the 
aerial regions so splendidly bestrewed, with what 
awe, and yet with what inexpressible pleasure, 
does fancy then stray amongst this countless host 
of suns, worlds, and systems ; that yet but by 
their scintillating beams mark to human eyes 
their existence and their place in the vast ex- 
panse. Do we then not feel as if the soul were 
allowed to expatiate for some moments in a more 
suitable element, enjoying a banquet, ay, the only 
one that the immaterial spirit, through terrestrial 
organs, is allowed to taste, and thus to feast on 
intellectual luxury. And so as pleasure is mo- 
mentarily increasing, the bliss- nurtured spirit 
roams, and will roam, and inspect, as far as sight 
and thought may lead. But then, oh then, inca- 
pability thwarts and mars the pleasure, and 

B 
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weighs the mortified spirit down. Yet though 
the all-desired full satisfaction is not granted, 
still will he gaze, still will he strive to send 
his twinkling glance amongst the millions of stel- 
lar worlds ; ay, the atom will not only trace, but 
inspect them. Oh vain delusive longing of a clay- 
fraught aspirant ! though this, even this seemingly 
so irrational desire is, no doubt, excited by a yet 
ever so faintly glimmering spark of higher pro- 
pensity, as the thus once allured mind, retires 
from each new glance with more ardent desire 
for further enjoyment. Thus it was that, whilst 
luxuriating on the glorious display, my soul, 
loathing the shackles of her sadly incumbent 
shell, yearned to burst them, that thus set free, 
1 might, unrestrained by the cumbersome enve- 
lope, be able to rush into the boundless ether, 
and survey the millions of orbs and spheres, which 
the life-infusing fiat of Omnipotence quickened 
into such various types and forms. 

Now say, thou that oft will gaze, and gazing 
art enraptured with the sight, is not such, at the 
perusal of this splendid volume, is not such alike 
the inward yearning of thy soul ? Pants not thy 
spirit, that gleam of light on thee also by Su- 
preme benevolence bestowed, pants not thy spirit 
oft to rove amongst this host of suns, and their 
adherent worlds, and there to quaff the know- 
ledge of their state ? 

Oh, ye fortunate, thrice fortunate beings of 
after-ages ! well may the thirsty soul send envious 
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glances at you, to whom yet unborn Galileos and 
Herschels may fill the cup of astronomical science 
with intellectual draughts, at present to our long- 
ing minds not granted. 

But still, where is my gratitude? Can this 
feeling not be awakened by a glance on the first 
gloomy centuries of our earth's existence, which, 
till the last three hundred years, rolled under the 
dark sway of bigotry away. 

Then man was taught, rigidly taught, to believe 
the universe was created but for him, although an 
almost imperceptible atom in the scale of nature ; 
yet for him alone the stars were destined to shine, 
not as brilliant vouchers of a Great First Cause ; 
not as orbs diffusing light and heat, and thus 
teeming with life and fertility, and pursuing, 
without deviating their sure prescribed career; 
but no ! not as such, no, merely as glimmering 
pegs driven into the crystal vault of heaven to 
keep it fixed above those, but from dust-springing 
mites, for whose nightly gratification alone the 
firmament — if, indeed, they ever deigned to look 
at it — was thus displayed. In the same time, the 
earth, that in the universe scarcely-discernible 
speck was to be fixed immovably in one spot ; 
while the monarch, on whose beams alone the 
dusky ball for light and life depended, was to 
make, with all his superior attendants, a diurnal 
rotation around that, amongst them, hardly glim- 
mering grain of dust. 

Now, ridiculous as this comparison ever must 

b 3 
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appear, yet thus it presents itself to my mind's 
eye. Yonder, in one of the Turkish empire's 
farthest provinces, I see the most insignificant 
cadi sitting in slothful ease, expecting the Grand 
Turk himself, yes, the sultan, his absolute sove- 
reign, the arbiter of his existence, to dance, as 
in duty bound, with his vizier, with the mufty, 
and all the bashaws of two or three tails, a daily 
jig around him. A more preposterous conception 
can scarcely be found. But thus it is with pride ; 
it never fails to pervert reason. Man dwells on 
earth, consequently our whole planetary system 
must pay homage to the earth. 

Oh sad destiny of all, during this period, exist* 
* n g generations! Fifty-five centuries did this 
foolish notion, and all its concomitant errors pre- 
vail; and though reason now and then to the 
mind of a few philosophers pointed out the ab- 
surdity of this tenet, yet hardly had they whis- 
pered this with full conviction into their disciples' 
ears, when folly and prejudice were ever ready 
to punish the promulgations of new and rational 
doctrines with death.* Thus did every sound of 
astronomical science remain hushed; thus hung 
the thick veil of error immovable over the public 
enthralled mind, since woe attended every dis- 
senter from the established creed ; till at last, 
about two hundred years ago, thy exalted genius, 
illustrious Galileo, ventured to rouse Cybele from 

♦ Anaxagoras. 
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her silly slumbers, although I behold even thee 
kneeling before the ghastly tribunal of bigotry at 
Rome, forced to retract and forswear the convic- 
tion of thy acute high soaring mind. But anon, 
lo ! thou art rising in the energy of thy inmost 
persuasion, undaunted, even with prisdn and 
flaming stake in view, declaring torna sempre; 
and thus compelling our drowsy planet not only 
to acquit herself, with all her revolving compa- 
nions, of a vassal's duty to her sovereign, but also 
thereby to chime in with the " music of the 
spheres/' by which millions of ethereal organs so 
hannoniously the All-wise, All-powerful agency 
of their Great Creator proclaim. 

Behold, then, man's newly awakened spirit, 
with eye an hundred-fold enlarged, roving over 
the boundless ether, and there, with wonder and 
delight, observe four satellites round Jupiter's 
prodigious orb revolving ; and now, with awful 
amaze, gaze on Saturn's mystic ring and seven 
moons ; nor pausing there, but rushing forth unto 
our system's farthest verge, espy even there ano- 
ther planet with even six attendants ; besides ad- 
mitting a cluster of four other companion travel- 
lers around our central orb. 'Twas much; yet 
further still would the inquisitive mind proceed ; 
predicting even to those poor mortals' so appalling 
visitors, to the comets, their periodical return, 
and having now in the moon espied mountains, 
caverns, and volcanos, peopled the planets, ay, 
verily, the sun, with congenial inhabitants. 
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Nay, the once quickened inquisitiveness of men 
would not content itself with intellectual flights 
alone — no! hope was stirring in the bosom of 
clay-moulded figures, to see their weighty cor- 
poreal mass buoyed up in the ether, and thus to 
be enabled by means of balloons to make excur- 
sions in the fields of air ; dreaming, perhaps, of 
future possibilities of giving a friendly call, if not 
at the planets, yet, at least, at our satellite, the 
moon. And say, cries Vanity, say, what can for- 
bid that hope ? Saw Adam and our antediluvian 
forefathers, saw they ever man's path on the 
fathomless depths of the waters, bestriding this 
element in all directions as we do now at will?* 

And may not our rapid progress in knowledge, 
and every species of artj may not this lead, if 
not the present generation, yet, haply, our later 
nephews, to a similar performance on the aerial 
element? What, in the name of doubt, can pre- 
vent us from looking forward, with full confidence, 
that, in all good time, our farther endeavours may 
be crowned with complete success ; and that then 
our air-balloons may navigate the ethereal zones, 
as we do now the aquatic plains? Say, now, 
what could prevent this? My lungs, alas! my 



* This is, indeed, supposing them to have been far more 
ignorant than the well-authenticated records of the Bible may 
warrant Does not the building of Noah's ark give clear indi- 
cations of nautical skill ? Nay, some will even maintain that 
they practised navigation with great success. 
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lungs ; nature, piteously sighing, would thus im- 
mediately give the unconvertible solution to the 
question. Pugh! retorted Presumption: what 
wonders have not yet been performed, since man 
began to use and to control the agent of gas ; as 
yet, certainly, only in machinery : but who knows 
whether, in future times, this stimulus, properly 
applied, might not also produce beneficial effects 
on our lungs. Poor Nature stood confounded, 
but not convinced : whilst I was whispering thus, 
sighing, "Oh, Science, if ever thou wilt, and 
canst perform such wondrous wonders, as to 
rarefy this erst so little elastic frame — if ever 
thou canst perform this, then why not at an 
earlier period? why so late, and but in after- 
times, when, long ago, I shall have sunk into 
my mother's lap?" But quickly was I silenced 
by a look: — oh, I shall never forget that dis- 
dainful look, that came by a side-glance from 
Reason's reproachful eyes, shooting, like a dart, 
through my mind, as if asking, " goes the arro- 
gance of man even so far as to deem himself 
skilful enough to mend the frame his Creator 
fitted him for, that allotted atmosphere, in which, 
and in no other, he can breathe? or were he 
still enabled to do this in another space or com- 
pass, could he successfully encounter the attrac- 
tive or repulsive agent of other spheres ?" — Was 
this solace to my envy? Or was it not rather 
a mortification, reflecting likewise upon me, as 
part of the human mass ; thus indicating that 
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our race always had, and always must have, on 
earth-cleaving tendency. 

Yet " whatever is to be, or not to be/' no 
doubt, there is much gratification reserved for 
future times, when then a yet unborn Newton 
or Kepler's mind may perceive, and thus to the 
knowledge-courting mankind explain how systems 
in systems unerring move ; how planet suns round 
central suns revolve ; and whether those to each 
adhering planets are, perhaps, in some degree, 
influenced by the principal solar monarch, or he 
entirely subject to the vassal orb ; whether yet 
new worlds and new systems in nebulosities are 
forming ; and what their milky mysteries, or alike 
the fiery brush of comets, may intend. 

Oh, thou ! over the stores of future science now 
mysteriously brooding genius, lift, oh, lift the 
Eleusian veil, lift it — if but for a moment, and 
let me have, as in a dream, were it yet only a 
momentary glance, at those to us now hidden 
treasures. What, is thine answer but a frown? 
Nay, is that fair? You need not thereby make 
the view still darker. 

But then, oh, my soul! why wilt thou ever 
such bootless wishes foster, regardless of their 
baneful effect? Do they not gnaw all the just 
granted enjoyment away ? Yes, truly ! for pining, 
foolishly pining, I sat ; whilst yet my eyes were 
still amongst the constellations erring. Ah, me ! 
I still went on sighing, if then I cannot soar 
amongst the solar worlds, might I, at least- — were 
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it even but for some moments — be allowed to 
ramble among our companion planets. 

The wish was still hovering on my lips, when I 
felt myself suddenly roused from my reveries by a 
getftle, yet thrilling touch. Looking around for 
the cause of it, my surprise was great indeed, fo* 
verily I believed — and well might I have fancied 
thus — that I was favoured with a visit from the 
goddess of the prismatic bow; for all and every 
colour glowing in this celestial messenger's arch, 
all and every colour of these floated, in continual 
changing mixture, around this sudden intruder; 
and a very fantastical sprite was he. Spite of 
even my very best efforts to discover his form 
and features, that was a totally hopeless attempt ; 
for there was a continual, even momentary, change 
of them, and that in all the most whimsical shapes 
and figures. The only thing I could discern, was 
an enormous pair of beautiful papilion wings, as 
large and as brilliant as none but such creditable 
travellers as Munchausen and Co. can describe. 
Scarcely had I perceived them, when I was poised 
thereon by this bold and whimsical phantom — I 
beg pardon for bestowing this unhandsome appel- 
lation on my liege friend and conductor, who, in 
the same time — most probably to remove my 
fears, and gain my confidence — informed me, 
not only of his name, but also of his errand. " I 
am," whispered he in my ear, " 1 am thy Ima- 
gination; and am ready, by the aid of these 
charming wings, to fly away with thee to yonder 

b 5 
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aerial regions ; and though I cannot nurture thy 
mind with realities, I may yet amuse thee for 
some moments with illusions." And leaving me 
no time either to laugh or deride, scorn or reject 
such a strange proposal, I felt myself already 
lifted from the ground, and away we went, and 
aloft we rose. 

It was not positively a flying, but rather a waft- 
ing proceeding, and that with so much speed, that 
I could not take the least notice of my tract, having 
lost all my senses ; nor is it even yet clear whether 
I really have recovered them, the relation of my 
excursion will be the test of that. 

After a short interval, I could imagine that my 
fantastical steersman had given me something like 
a landing in the ethereal ocean, when presently, 
after a few moments' free breathing, my curiosity 
was quickened, and would immediately survey and 
examine the shores on which I had been cast; vain 
attempt! in spite of every endeavour to poise and 
balance my earthly frame, it was impossible to get 
a steady position ; I verily believed to totter upon 
elastic matter; nay I would but conclude that the 
soil upon which I thus reeled to and fro, was a 
perfect quicksilver mass, and every instant ready 
to throw me off. I was besides so dazzled with a 
flood of light, that if it did not quite blind me, 
kept yet my eyes almost closed. And who then, 
in the name of cleverness, could thus take any 
notice or discover any thing. Yet at last, I most 
sagaciously conjectured that both this giddiness 
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and this pur-blindness must be the natural effect 
produced on any clumsy mass that might suddenly 
bounce on the swiftly revolving and splendidly 
beaming 

MERCURY. 

Yes! it was indeed on Mercury's orb that I was 
so uncomfortably rocked, whilst yet round me its 
natives, like fairy sprites, seemed in this their 
gloriously sparkling abode, to skip or skim their 
every hour of life in hilarity away ; and all this 
with an easiness, with a fleetness, as we see but 
feathers in the sunbeams dancing or gossamer 
buoyant in the air. Ye heavens ! I thought, here 
are indeed regions of pleasure and delight, fit for 
our Cybelean diversion hunters; who, like these, 
believe themselves only for enjoyment^reated, and 
thus would willingly plunge body and soul into the 
vortex of amusements. Oh how those, could they 
but be disencumbered from their heavy earthly 
envelope, how they would like to dash their hour 
of life with these Mercurian grigs sway. Oh ye 
powers of bliss! how these solar neighbours seemed 
to enjoy the twinkling moment of their existence. 
Hold! what do you say there? a moment! and 
then no more?— Just so: exactly like ourselves, 
even just like all dwellers on revolving spheres. Is 
not this the planetary law? where nought is durable, 
all is passing. Thou alone, oh thou Eternal ! the 
essence, the source of life and bliss, Thou alone art 
stable and everlasting. 
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Yet the tenor of a Mercurian lease of life ap- 
peared to me to be, " long as life lasts, joy, and but 
joy, shall season it." Indeed, these fleet airy beings 
were so intent on their elegant jigs, that it seemed 
to them not worth the while to bestow one mo- 
mentary glance on the intrusion of such an extra- 
ordinary leaden lump, to wit, myself. — No, this 
strange phenomenon excited no more wonder or 
curiosity in any of them, than it would turn our 
own volatile ephemera's one moment aside from 
their gay pursuits, for the inspection of a just- 
falling aerolite; though, comparatively a leiss 
weighty, yet a far more strange phenomenon was 
I. And verily it is to me yet a wonder, that my 
bouncing in so sudden and so plumb a manner on 
this elastic sphere, did not j erk it, just for a minute, 
out of its balance ; yet as to my knowledge, no 
astronomer noticed such an oscillation ; the planet 
was perhaps just then invisible to their view, lost 
in the solar rays ; or that none of their telescopes 
was thereto directed. 

Indeed on further consideration, my reader may 
equally wonder that I am still existing, when after 
Sir Isaac Newton's and Professor Kant's conjee- 
tures, the light and the heat in Mercury would be 
found seven times stronger than in our torrid zone, 
even in summer, — a heat not only sufficient to boil 
the waters of the sea, but verily in a short time to 
dry all rivers, lakes, nay even the sea itself; to 
which our present astronomers will add, that the 
mean heat arising from the sun's rays must be 
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above that of boiling quicksilver, and water would 
boil even at the poles. But some of those learned 
men have however, since Sir Isaac's time, provided 
some shelter for those poor scorched Mereurians, 
by giving them mountains, one a thousand, and 
the other eight thousand nine hundred toises, or 
more than ten miles in height; nearly thrice that 
of Chimborazo. Thus we learn that shaded by 
them, they may now pass their lives very comfort- 
ably, couching behind these mighty screens, or 
nestling in their vales and caverns. To me, alas ! 
these mountains were not visible ; nor seemed there 
the least inclination for nestling or couching in 
any of these by the sun so ardently saluted natives, 
my mischievous spark dropped me most probably 
on an open plain; and thus my not melting away 
may well be considered as a prodigy, though I 
suspect I owed my preservation entirely to my 
lead-like composition. Still, as far as I could ob- 
serve, this lucidly glowing climate fitted the little 
brisk skippers mighty well, even I think, far better 
than ours suit us at winter time.* 

Now though we are led to imagine that the 
Mercurian gentry, as neighbours to the solar fire, 
live in a state bordering on fusion, and again that 
the Saturnian and Uranian citizens, on account of 
their vast remoteness from the sun, vegetate in 
but a kind of glimmering twilight, and as but com- 

• I write this in January, when shivering is the order of 
the day. 
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positions of merely half life, half ice, I can fancy 
their nature, their soil and their atmosphere so 
well fitted to their near or distant situation from 
the sun, that each native would give their climate 
the preference. 

As to myself, being an earth-fashioned mass, 
nurtured in a very different atmosphere, and thus 
by no means a frame suitable to this elastic soil and 
air, I felt my sojourning there far from being 
congenial either to my nature, or to my faculties? 
the one being so disproportionably large and heavy, 
and the other so confused and unsettled, that I 
could not fix a single object, whilst the sun's tran- 
scendant fluid overpowered me in such a manner, 
that it was impossible for me to distinguish the 
features, either of the country, or of its natives or 
products. But here is full proof of my reason's 
total eclipse ; for when I now suddenly remembered 
that as yet no earthborn being before me, ever did, 
and most probably after me ever will, make such a 
wonderful near approach to the sun; then presently 
on consideration of this, my vanity became inflamed, 
and suggested to me the idea, that this might verily 
be a favourable opportunity to procure my name a 
conspicuous place in the catalogue of famous men, 
and especially in front of renowned astronomers. 
Yes ! I could already fancy how my fame would 
blaze forth at the side of Galileo, Newton and 
Herschel : really my modesty gave them the pre- 
ference, but after them, who ever would enrich 
science with greater, more novel, and yet so au- 
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thenticated discoveries? These spots in the sun 
have they not hitherto puzzled the conjectures of 
the curious and the learned? Some considering 
them as openings in the solar atmosphere, some as 
exhalations of there-existing volcanos; some of 
this or that elementary matter of planets or of 
comets, promenading round their ruler; when I 
being so near this luminary, could by but a few 
glances at it, settle at once this intricate point. 
Thus I might not only tell the proper cause, matter* 
motion, form, bulk and size, but perhaps also with 
German eyes, spy not only solar mountains, but 
even solar cities, armies, navies, &c. &c. observe 
their manoeuvres, steal perhaps their tactics, and 
thus on my descent on earth bring not only store 
for science, and food for wonder, but what is most 
desirable, satisfying proofs to all thereon so long 
in vain conjecturing philosophers, and above all, 
eternal fame to myself. 

Oh idle dreams of an ambitious fool! Thrice 
three-fold dotard ! who could not for a single mo- 
ment take a distinct survey of Mercury's soil, or 
Mercury's natives, and thought, even unprotected 
by a telescope, impudently to stare at the god of 
day; who immediately with a powerful majestic 
glance bade the confounded blinkard quickly the 
daring eyelids lower, and thus abashed, wistfully 
turn to his papilion winged guide, for further 
exertions of his magical powers, to be off; and 
downward shifted. So fares vanity! 
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Where was I now? I fain would deem it to.be 
Eden ; but Eden was on terrestrial ground, whilst 
this seems almost to be a celestial parterre. Should 
it then happily be Hesper's soil? All seems hesre 
so fresh, so redolent of recent birth, all senses feel' 
the genial influence ; bloom and odour, song and 
glee meet you every where. 

Thanks then to thee, my kind and provident 
conductor, thanks, a thousand thanks to thee ! tot 
here my perplexed faculties may not only recover 
their wonted bias, but may even — after some 
repose — this now before me enfolding scene survey 
and even enjoy; as here seem more than earthly 
charms to dwell. Yes, hark ! oh, hark ! already 
delightful music floats, sweatly floats, like heaven's 
own enchanting strain, the air along. 

Now, if the sounds I hear are thus celestial, 
what instruments, and still more, what supernatural 
touch, can such melodies, such enchanting modu- 
lation produce ? Surely it proceeds from beings 
of a superior race. Closer examination will prove 
it. And for this I moved forward, though rather 
coy, nay timid and bashful, to exhibit my heavy 
mass of earthly stuff to the view of such spiritual 
company, as I fancied them to be. But lo ! the 
beings now before me were yet corporeal, most 
probably like ourselves, sprung and formed of the 
soil whereon they live and exist, though heaven 
knows of a far superior stamp and texture. What 
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fairy forms ! what sylph-like figures met mine eyes ! 
such shapes as human fancy would to angels and 
but to angels allow; forms which no earthly 
sculptor's hand or chissel could ever in marble 
or alabaster pourtray, since to them the original 
type is wanting; they can only exhibit ideals, 
famished by a fancy in clay-wrought heads en* 
shrined. But here are specimens of forms, of 
features, of attitudes and graces, which even 
Apollo's pencil could not for his goddesses produce, 
although he all earthly perfections united. No 
such loveliness, such elegance, no marble can 
exhibit, no colours delineate, for it leaves all fancied 
suairity behind. There appeared the charms of 
ripening youth, like blossoms glowing in Aurora's 
lustre ; and here shone manly grace in almost aerial 
garb; whilst the eye still more enraptured, dwelled 
on the fairy mould, by which Venus pourtrayed 
herself in the mien and shape of her own native 
daughters. 

Oh quickly did I retreat, and hide myself within 
the flowery thickets of the romantic grove; there 
screened by the clustering branches, I hoped yet 
to discover what well the various pursuits and 
occupations of these bright beings might be.— And 
what did then their attention engage ? what, but 
the rearing and culling of flowers, and then the 
weaving of them into chaplets and garlands to adorn 
themselves. And if aught called forth the indus- 
try of their beauteous attending swains, it would 
display itself in the construction of some instru- 
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ments, that accompany their songs in praise of their 
lovely fair. Yes! thus heavenly sounded their 
lyre, that vibrated their voices among ; and sweetly 
floated the tones of their reedy pipes, by which 
they regulated the dances of those that led their 
blooming beauties along. Surely, I thought, this is 
an Arcadian life ; that is what we on earth, deem 
a life of ease and pleasure to be ; free from all tur- 
moil and care, but to love and enjoyment devoted, 
which our fancy weens is but in the life of shepherds 
and shepherdesses found. But away with the 
coarse comparison which seems as if placing the 
goddess of love at the side of earth-supposed geni- 
trice. No! no! this was the orb and the soil 
dedicated to the queen of every charm, verily to 
the planetary goddess 



VENUS. 

Indeed, here were her rosy arbours, and all her 
myrtle bowers in fullest bloom, amaranths and 
cesphodels, with unnumbered here alone indigen- 
ous blossoms, glowed in liveliest colour and form 
around the leafy pavilions, that were raised on 
verdant carpets, by lilies silvered, and by violets 
seented. The air so soft and balmy ; the sky so 
clear ; the sun so brilliant. Then let your fancy 
imagine the voluptuous fanning of the breezes 
that awaken the balsamic odour, that in all the 
bloom of the embroidered parterre, and in the 
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trees waving garlands slept; whilst the velvet 
enamelled turf offers the softest couch for repose, 
shaded by awnings woven by citron boughs. 
There, during the intervals of the mazy trip, 
Cytherea's natives listen to the notes of the purl- 
ing streams ; or to the tales of plaintive nightin- 
gales or cooing doves. What! are these birds 
also in Venus to be found? Perhaps yes! per- 
haps no ! But as I am telling my tale to Cybe- 
lean sons and daughters, who by long custom have 
assigned doves as love's concomitants, and the 
nightingales as her vocalists ; and as I had more- 
over no opportunity to learn the names of those 
plumed Hesperian wooers, which thus, by their 
dulcet notes, beguiled the time of the reposing 
partners, they must, for once, remain under this 
denomination, till a future planetary rambler may 
enquire, learn, and then bring down their proper 
names. 

Ah, this is, indeed, the region of exquisite 
delight ! here are pleasures which, in our sickly 
fancy, but as in a phantom-like sketch, might float, 
which I yet during my visit here would almost 
consider as reality. But, then, how could such a 
coarse and atomical being as myself describe it? 
Fancy, thou who hast lent me thy wings to trans- 
port me here, why dost thou not also give me the 
pencil and the colours to paint the charms of these 
sights displayed before me? or, at least, suggest 
expressions fit and analogous for the description 



80 EXCURSION INTO THE PLANETS. 

of them? for earthly phrases, earthly terms, can 
they suit Venerean beauty, Venerean softness, 
Venerean graces ? 

Whilst I thus reproachfully questioned my fan- 
tastical guide, he, most probably, in order to 
avoid more pressing applications for gifts he could 
not grant, would now point to the Hesperian 
mountains, and their glorious altitude, to which 
some astronomers would in part the transcendant 
brilliancy of this beautiful planet ascribe. By this 
it will immediately appear, that mine and my con- 
ductor's sight were much clearer than that of Sir 
William Herschel, who declared that only eyes and 
instruments more perfect than hi*/ could here any 
mountains discern. But, as it happened, mine and 
my sprite's spiritual visuals were fully as good as 
Mr. Shroeter's, who first placed these mountains 
there, and who thus fascinated my ideas with such 
a marvellous alpine range in this beautiful astre, 
I yet never can, nor will believe this lovely orb 
without them ; though they have since transferred 
them to Mercury, in which dazzling astre their 
eagle eyes may now contemplate them. 

But my imagination roams now with my goblin 
over those once, and then for ever in my mind, 
depicted Venerean mountains, sublimely swelling 
their stupendous bulk, till their summits melt 
from my view in the atmosphere's cerulean tint. 
The amazed spectator may indeed with sacred 
dread gaze on the alti-towering mass, so of Chim- 
borazo's, as of Ylimani's boldly starting piles ; or 
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still more in an ecstasy of wonder and delight view 
Terra's prime mountain giant, Himalaya, lifting 
from his cloud enwrapt bosom the sun and snow 
diademed head, as undisputed monarch of the ter- 
restrial alpine clan. But could, ah ! could your 
mind's eye glance even from them on Hesper's 
heaven-saluting ramparts,* what would you see ? 
oh, how you would be enchanted, when beholding 
the matchless pomp and beauty of their in purest 
ether scintillating crowns, yet in the same time so 
magically contrasted, ay, even blended with the 
charms of their wide spreading mantle, the bor- 
ders fringed with high waving forests, and edged 
with odoriferous groves ; and these again diversi- 
fied, here with sunny glens, and there with shady 
dells, or romantic vales, set forth in all the pecu- 
liar charms that are but in Hesper's orb dwelling. 
Whilst thus gazing, I felt an irresistible desire 
to inspect these majestic piles still closer, and thus 
called to my tutor imp, " Now help me, ay, lend 
me thy magic aid to climb these wondrous alps." 
" Not so," retorted he, " not so ! behold thy 
clumsy figure in no way fit to breathe in such 
elastic air ; nay, were even this not sufficient to 
forbid the attempt, yet by the magic of the true 
agent of our flight here, by the witchery of these 
papilion wings I swear, thou shalt not frighten 



* According to Sliroeter, four or five times more elevated 
than Chimborazo : the first 18,900, tlie second 15,715, the 
third 9,500, the fourth 9,000 toises. 
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these lovely natives with the appalling sight as 
such an awkward figure's climbing over those 
mountains would appear to them: whilst thou 
mightest yet even be still more gratified by inspect- 
ing some of their inner parts, after circumventing 
this peak. When then yielding to his advice, and 
proceeding aloft, I found myself, at last, in a deep, 
yet wide-stretching dell. 

And now, my reader, let your fancy be associ- 
ated to mine, and thus luxuriate together in the 
rare survey of nature's alpine treasures in these 
Venerean bulwarks enshrined; allow me to sup- 
pose you to be as enraptured as myself at the 
sublime view now opening before us. You start, 
as well you may, seeing piles and masses, such as 
were never glanced at by Cybelean eyes ; forms as 
man's imagination can hardly figurate. Oh, stay 
then, stay; linger here awhile at this first display 
of Hesper's mineral stores, here in various shapes 
and features exhibited. What towering masses in 
the pride of their bulk greet you here ! challeng- 
ing now thy wonder, now thy admiration ; yonder 
for their prodigious shapes, there for their exqui- 
site mould and tint ; thus in endless variety here 
by nature's giant arm framed, raised, and sta- 
tioned. So as I am now, with my wafting guide 
onward proceeding, so, my courteous reader, be 
pleased to let your fancy follow mine, along a 
tract where every step brings a new prodigy to 
view; and vivid may glow the wish to examine 
them; but who would stop at the beginning, 
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where wonders without end in multiform succes- 
sion beckon jour attention to cones prodigious, 
to pinnacles all sight escaping, to ramparts all 
measure defying. Bewildered admiration now 
starts — now dwells again on those alti-soaring 
piles, which seem but raised for everlasting dura- 
tion, when, lo ! the corroding finger of time left 
yet even here and there the scorning marks of his 
preponderating sway over creation's noblest works ; 
so over her spiral pillars, as over her orbicular 
frames, here in various shapes and dimensions dis- 
played : those flushed with freaks of various hues 
of basaltic blue or grey ; here tinged with prism- 
atic green ; there with purple motleyed and freck- 
led, or jagged with yellow spars on alabaster, 
quartz or porphyry ground, or with pyrites and 
marcasites enchased. Yet grand and wondrous as 
ever these may appear, lo ! how they shrink at 
the side, and around this enormous mass of mine- 
ral growth, which, as if scorning to dwell in but 
planetary regbns, swells, a towering colossus, 
right daringly into mid-air ; so that they, although 
in all their conscious pride, stand yet like homage- 
offering vassals before the overtowering bulk of 
their high domineering lord. Yes ! this stupend- 
ous peak soars forth, controlling all attention, as 
the very ultra-structure of nature's fossil architec- 
ture ; shooting its partly granite, partly alabaster 
mass, with dauntless majesty from its gigantic 
pedestal into the cerulean void, mocking the soil- 
dweller's piercing eyes to scan its summit in the 
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atmosphere's yet deeper blue. 'Tis but when* the 
sun's latent splendour glows reflected on it* and 
paints in rosy hues the doubly coronated cupola 
on the skies; 'tis then that the natives in the 
nether regions will gaze, and hail the magic sketch 
with awe and delight, as then, and but then, you'll 
see the lofty pinnacle in its almost ultra-mundane 
sublimity, gloriously over'all Hesper's territory 
peering ; although, on account of its vast ethereal 
altitude, it glows but as an undefined though most 
lurid transparency on their ravished sight. 

Yet advance, advance still farther; cast forth* 
your look to yonder more remote marble rampant, r 
Why, you listen, as well you may ; the tones yoa 
hear, seem to you fairy tones ; nay, you would fain 
deem them celestial music ; but what might then 
the instruments, and where, and who the perform* 
ers or the agents be ? You hear not a waterfall's 
rushing element; no! you hear but the dulcet 
notes of the gentlest trickling, just as if it were 
some mystic minstrel's touch on eolian harps; 
there behind the glittering of the liquid sheet, that 
stretches so like a silver curtain over all the ram- 
part's glossy parts. There you see indeed the 
crystal drops in pellucid pearls, like a shower of 
countless diamonds, full lavishly gliding over the 
opal tinted, dnd yet >*osy veined surface. Observe 
how tbeyaparkley in all and every prism of the. 
solar rays, sdndin^ now many a ruddy flash ; now 
many an eniidrald beam, noW the sun's gold* Qow 
the ethereal vault's sapphire reflection. The sight 
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is magic ; but is not your ear even still farther gra- 
tified, whilst listening to the echo, that seems to ho- 
ver among yonder marmor shapes, which, by their 
romantic forms, you might imagine to be the 
dwellings of some genii, who then in your fancy, 
as personified echoes, would flit and dally there, 
thus seizing on the aquatic tones, and as they fall, 
prolengthen their harmony in a yet softer, still 
more mellowed passing strain. 

But then, turning to my prismatic-beaming 
conductor, " Now, tell me," I said, " tell me, 
when and how this phalanx of wonders arose first 
to sight." The imp paused awhile. Then, as if 
from thought and invention awaking, related, that 
when dark Chaos was here for the formation of 
Hesper's orb turmoiling, the genius of the sphere 
just passing by, and the wild commotion survey- 
ing, in pity waved his wand over the skirmishing 
spot ; and thus the maddening elements the kind 
impulse feeling, consolidated themselves into those 
magic shapes which there now for ever remain, as 
prime miracles of nature's mineral reign. 

Seek not, nay, do not try to find their counter- 
part in Helvetia's innermost alps; let not your 
fancy for a specimen point to the aiguille di midi, 
or to the aiguille d'argent, or any other attend- 
ants on Mount Blanc, or Mount Rosa, those 
ragged remnants of a once totally submerged 
nature — (see Buffon, vol. i). Yet Switzerland, 
glorious Switzerland ! I've seen thee, 1 have revel- 
led in thy beauties, and yet not fully to my 

c 
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mind's expectation, since nature had given me 
previously now and then a sketch of her mighty 
features in the fantastic magical display of her 
summer clouds. Oh, what stupendous, enor- 
mously-towering masses did they not often exhibit 
before me, in majestic crags and awful gulfs, all 
seemingly each moment their form and station 
yielding, and yonder the soaring peak as from the 
unfathomable dell, bold venturous into mid-air 
darting. And all this so glowing, so transcendant, 
that whilst they are aerial, the gross of Terra's 
alpine structures could never exhibit, much less 
rival, their preconceived idea. . Thus it is, indeed, 
with all our earthly pleasures ; imagination leaves 
reality for ever behind. But here the marvellous 
scene before me left all earthly recollections, and> 
of course, all comparison far from my mind, that 
in enjoyment, and but in enjoyment, was solacing, 
whilst listening to a concert of tones that cannot 
float but in fancy's ear, mocking the trial of a pen 
for description; for even admiration stood spell- 
bound: each faculty lulled in pleasure's luxury. 
Thus I gazed, thus I listened, till twilight began 
to steal over a part of this alti-rock enclosed scene, 
warning me to descend again to my former place. 

And now, my reader, point thy fancy's magic 
glass, point its lengthened tube, in company with 
mine to Hesper's scintillating sphere, unto the out- 
skirts of her heaven onward striving mounts. There 
let us together observe how the yet half lingering 
sunbeams on them now by degrees slowly retire, 
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and all the various lovely colours melt alike with 
the fading day imperceptibly away, leaving of each 
object but a shadowy form. Yet, though eve's 
dewy film dims the beauties of the plain, and though 
even twilight may deck all the nether scenes with 
a mystic robe, behold how the alpine mid regions 
smile yet in a rosy stole, and their summits glow 
in effulgent crowns of still there tarrying solar fire. 
Say is not this a magic sight ? a sight on which one 
might for ever gaze ! 

Planetary scenes are however generally of short 
duration; the sun's golden lustre that flamed in the 
cerulean fields, from the mountain's loftiest beacon, 
even this fades from the sight; now in a more mel- 
lowed lustre; now in a rosy tint: whilst night 
spreads anon her starry pall, broad and wide, over 
all this part of the Venerean hemisphere. But 
oh the witchery! that whilst yet all seems hushed, 
decoys still the mind with each powerful attraction 
to the slumbering scene below. All is now as if 
it were wrapt in a greyish veil, transparent, yes ! 
to the silver rays of the stars; and foremost to 
Mercury's glittering beams. Behold him then, 
behold him, how as his neighbouring orb's evening 
star, how lustrous scintillating he leads the van of 
the starry host, darting like them, now and then, 
fleeting glances on the alpine mass's alabaster 
piles. 

But shines then indeed no silver crescent on 
Cytherea's brow? has Hesper not in her career 
around the sun, like our terrestrial star, a mildly 

c 3 
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beaming companion traveller? Let me await, I 
thought, let me await the riding of the Vsnerean 
moon. Thus here alone, yet Svkh fancy-to boot, 
I was keeping a most diligent watch, even 'during 
almost the whole Hesperian night, where peace 
and delight seemed in fondest embrace and holy 
«tiUnes8 on the spice-breathing soil to slumber,— 
No longer floated there those melodious tones 
which during daylight re-echoed from hill, vafe 
and grove ; and the fleet evolutions of the Cythe- 
rean nymphs and swains seemed now as if trans- 
mitted, and thus only seen on the placid surface dF 
the lake or glittering stream, where the twinkling 
beams of the stars danced and quivered, or shot 
their dazzling sparks. Indeed for all else the pulse 
of Nature, though just new vigour gaining, seemed 
for awhile to stand still, as if a magic calm kept 
by its charm all that airy agility in suspence And 
what time sleep spread its downy wing over the 
reposing members, there descended and floated a 
balmy moisture over all this Arcadian territory, 
apparently as if every pore of this lovely creation 
were with fragrance filled. All yet so soft, so still, 
so quiescent, as if nature itself were pleased for 
awhile in sleep's witchery to doze. All around 
was hushed, save now and then a thrill from a 
feathered songster, or a gurgling tone of the gliding 
waters. 

. But, behold ! ay, look forth to yon astre. Is it — 
no ! surely it is not Hesper's satellite, though, save 
^reury, it shines yet nearer, more distinct; and 
.-■ !■>■'/.?• -. • '" •• .. ■ . " r 
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with steadier light, than even the brightest of all 
the starry host.* — A planet ? yes ! a planet it must 
undoubtedly be, larger almost, but not in such splen- 
did argentine garb as that in which Venus, greets 
the terrestrial natives ; no ; this seems but mantled in 
the cerulean tint of its surrounding atmosphere. — 
What art thou then, I cried ? Yes, faith, thou art 
Cybele, the sphere which the land of my fathers 
contains; the very soil of my birth. Then as my 
own native terra, let me tender an offspring's due 
homage to thee. — But who would, when seeing thee 
so peacefully, so silently along the cerulean plains 
gliding, who would ever believe thee peopled with 
the most busy, turmoiling, restless ephemeras, I 
trow, of all creation's wide domains? Yet may tne 
saving powers for ever kindly attend thee with 
prosperity through all thy once predestined career.. 
Midnight was now long past, and so was the 
third watch of the night : a faint rosy glimmering 
on the mountain's alti-soaring height seemed as the 
recent day's first saluting beams, And as even 
then no satellite appeared, I took a final survey of 
the enchanting scene before me ; for my grosser 
texture would allow me no longer stay in such a 
refined sphere's rarefied air. 
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J}pwftward went now our course incontinently, 
and that even in the direction towards our Cybelean 
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planet ; when presently behold us in full view of 
that beaming rotunda so familiar to me. — Yes! 
yes ! it was that same spherical form, in which, ht 
my nurse's side, I would often greet the man with 
his lanthorn, and see whether bright or dull, he 
balanced it right properly, now on the one, now 
on the other side ; whereto in after times, now in 
a melancholy, now in delightful meditations, I pro- 
menaded my black and white fancies along; truly 
it was that nightly beaming orb, to which love-lorn 
swains and damsels sent their host of sighs, to roam 
there in bootless despondency, being moreover 
not less the mirror of almanack trickery ; and still 
more the nightly attraction of astronomers : in 
short, it was our earth's satellite, into 
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abode, that I now was to be ushered by my whim- 
sical conductor. Whilst we thus veered about, I 
surveyed the moon territory very attentively, for 
I hoped also, like Astolfo, to see 

C* han le cittade, hanno castelli suoi, 
Con case delle quale le piu magne, 
Ne vide il paladin prima ne puoi. 

But these have perhaps, since his visit there, 
been swallowed up by one or the other lunar re- 
volutions, or could only be seen in an apostle's 
company; and were thus entirely hid from my 
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unhallowed eyes* These being neither clear sighted 
enough to spy the famous star town, visible but to 
German scientific eyes, that could also count the 
number of moon-ships entering, or perhaps sliding 
into a harbour, where there is no water ; thus, alas ! 
my feebler visuals were neither with a lunar navy 
gratified. 

After much coasting, and yet nought my fancy 
suiting, down on the lunar shore dropped me at 
last my fantastical guide, when I abruptly turned 
round to him, and by way of welcome addressed 
him thus. " Now in the name of whim, and in the 
name of cruelty too, what do you mean, you 
capricious elf, to perch me here on this higgledy- 
piggledy globe, in this chaotic world, where I have 
but a certain chance of being dashed from one of 
these frightful peaks, in order to be swallowed up 
in their unfathomable gulfs ?" When he in return 
asked, " Do not you like to observe nature in all her 
various forms ? Now see, how terribly grand she is 
here." — "Grand!" retorted I, "yes! grand indeed! 
terribly too; even with a vengeance, 'tis nature turn- 
ed all topsy-turvy ; 'tis her very death ; my pleasure 
is in her life. Now here, where two of her elements, 
earth and water, are wanting, there cannot any 
living creatures be found." — " And yet there are," 
my imp had the impudence to reply; "for other 
airy navigators before you, have seen and described 
them." — "Pshaw '."retorted I, "it was not their rea- 
son, but only their fancy that pourtrayed them." — 
46 Eh!" cried he, even more impudently than before, 



$2 EXCt/RSION 1N*0 *H** Flift*ft?r%. 

" eh ! do you then believe me the eiferiefe oif rfeafcftfe, 
when I yet, at our very first meeting, pfaafcly told 
you that I am but thy imagination.— Wasf rt ;i ttten 
not even me that gave you the vista of Me*cury~tfntd 
Venus ? and though you be so dattntingry ungrate- 
ful, I would yet give you the sight of some Httle 
moon-men." — " Pho ! moon-men," scorned % 
t( moon-men? where there is no soil, of what else 
could they have been formed, and of course with- 
out vegetation, on what could they exist, but on 
pebbles ? being then altogether a pebbly, that is, 
a wonderfully bright generation. Yet, for amuse- 
ment sake, let me then see them." 

Thus we shifted quarters to another point. — -And 
lo! and behold, my goblin was as good as Ms 
promise.-Here was indeed a wee Cynthian tribe ; 
and I am now quite at a loss how to describe the 
joy expressed by these diminutive lunar citizens, 
when perceiving me, a being though far superior 
to themselves, yet to their imagination, a rather 
familiar figure ; for it had not only by tradition 
been transmitted among them, that they had once 
a visit from an inhabitant of our earth, one Don 
Asrtolfo ; but verily, I believe they kept a kind of 
relit of this famous knight-errant ; though much 
as I wished to see it, and to crib it, I could not 
succeed. Yet they do most certainly remember 
that such ka extraordinary being came once over 
to thetn, purposely in order to fetch from their store 
magdzine some bottles of reason away. Now 
they always hoped that the good service they, By 
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t tJ^ aflfcacjf <*f >t%ue» fiquar, had rendered to their 
i^S^JiWWcs, wpul^iliave induced others to pepfeat 
.tjbfes^vjsii*; but behold ! hope is here, just as j*rHh 
u^— an eternal cheater ; — none returned* There 
.3*as certainly one Squire Munchausen, (simple 
things ! they probably did not know that ht was 
a bagon,) who once came clambering up to them, 
on, some Turkish bean stalks, in quest of a silver 
J^atchet; with him they had however no conver- 
sation at all, as they thought both the man and his 
equipage were strange specimens of earthly pro- 
ducts. Before his appearance, they had conceived 
a high opinion of the terrestrial breed, relative 
either to the intellectual, corporeal, or animal 
capacities, when such a noble knight, as Astolfo, 
came in a car drawn by four flaming steeds! and 
that in search of reason ; they were sorry to find 
that we had since so degenerated; but fondly 
hoped, that I would confirm them in their primal, 
that is, in their best opinion of our species. I 
shrugged my shoulders, and looked abashed, 
forgetting that moment — stupid creature! wh? 
sees and hears so much of terra's childrens' daily 
improvement, and yet to forget one moment our 
prodigious march of intellect ! ! Quickly npw re- 
membering this, and still more as a proof o£ if,-- 
hepa!— my papilion wings, — anon I Joridled, up^ 
and unfolding them to the utmost extent, I looked 
very; hig, whilst they looked very blank. , !$p h^ 
|ure^ how could I expect that such simple lunarians 
^hpuld appreciate the beauty and the value of them, 

c 5 
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After all this was much better than if they had 
envied me, as then they might have tried to clip 
them, in order to make a trial of them on them- 
selves, when now I may wear them in perfect 
safety. They however farther said, that they 
would still persuade themselves there was yet 
some wisdom on earth to be found, since I had 
told them our globe was so much larger and 
brighter than theirs, they could not believe it was 
only a nursery for fools. 

Here was then an insinuation impossible not to 
be understood ; nay, by their looks it was obvious 
that they classed me in the first order of them. 
This, as may be well conceived, offended me ex- 
ceedingly, the more so, as it was a very disobliging 
welcome, and almost inclined me to take instanta- 
neously my departure from such rude plain-deal- 
ing moon-calves, who so bluntly tell what they 
think, having not such refined, such polished man- 
ners, as we highly civilized people below, wlu> — 
well understood, with our superiors and visitors — 
take great care never to call unpleasant things by 
their right names. Wishing, however, to get 
some information relative to the face of their 
globe, and further of the things Astolfo here had 
seen, I dismissed my displeasure, the more so, as 
they themselves were quite unconscious of their 
sin. Now, unmannerly as we consider it to plump 
the plain truth without ceremony into any per- 
son's ear, they, on the contrary, would have no 
regard for any one that would allow himself to be 
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regaled with what we, civilized terrestrials, call 
flattery, but what in lunar vernacular language 
is plainly called fibs, a word which in their 
own rude style begins with an I, but with which 
gross translation T would not offend the chaste 
Cybelean ears. Yet such is the dislike of these 
simple beings to any deviation from truth, that 
they would regard both the giver and receiver of 
such cozenage as persons devoid of discernment 
and character, nay verily, as unworthy members 
of society; whilst prudence might warn us to shun 
their connexion. Now, this trait in their charac- 
ter might make them appear as both a wise and a 
good generation ; good they might be, as far as it 
goes ; and, still more, as far as I know ; but wise ? 
wise ? — oh, no ! no ! no ! we leave this quite out 
of the question. This rigid adherence to truth 
may be either a lunar peculiarity, as it may pro- 
ceed from ignorance how to make unpleasant 
things palatable. I, for my part, never consi- 
dered the moon's atmosphere fit for sound reflec- 
tions. But as all things have their good and bad 
qualities, so also may the poor lunarians have a 
doit of the first, which thus manifests itself in this 
their honesty, in this their downright plain deal- 
ing ; though, here on earth, where custom prevails, 
it might even sometimes be put into the black 
catalogue. Then, tell me, what is probity ? what, 
indeed, is virtue? when climate or custom may 
but give the stamp ? 
Here my goblin asked me, whether I really 
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thought he wafted me into the moon on purpose 
to moralize. I answered, that I never suspected 
him having had such an intention, though it 
would have shewn a wonderful sagacity on his 
part had he chosen the moon as the fittest place 
for this. " Well," said he, " leave we then the 
lunar morals alone, for you see how very different 
they are from those prevalent on your earthly 
soil. M 

Turning, therefore, to the natives of this ball, 
who, just as if nothing amiss had happened, went 
on asking me various questions ; for example, if I 
found the moon territory and its inhabitants simi- 
lar to the terrestrial regions and its dwellers 
there ? Here a very uncivil, but, as I deemed it, 
very fit comparison came to my mind, namely, 
that of an elephant to an ass, which, perhaps, 
many, on account of our present rapid advance in 
all imaginable ways, will find by no means out 
of reason, although, most certainly, not striking 
enough ; but as fortunately they could not under- 
stand it; creatures as large as elephants being 
beyond the scale of lunar proportions, whatever 
asses might be — so the comparison, being not pal- 
pable, remained in embryo. When now with con- 
scious pride, tutored by the opinion we terres- 
trials have of ourselves, I merely said, " If you 
cannot make a proper estimation of the soil and 
of the beings of our globe, yet by my height and 
figure comparatively to yours, you may judge of 
all the rest. If you have yet in anything the 
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superiority over our globe, it is in your moun- 
tains, as of those our astronomers" — Here one of 
their wise men stopped me in my harangue, beg- 
ging for information what this name might well 
signify ; when, I must candidly confess, that I was 
puzzled how to give him a succinct idea of this 
simple question ; indeed, how could I explain this 
in any way to beings who had not the remotest 
idea of study and science ? therefore thought fittest 
to say, that they were star-gazers ; for, in the 
name of cleverness, how could I, with my slender 
abilities, give to such simpletons a proper idea 
how our learned men gather wonder and know- 
ledge from hardly perceptible celestial orbs. Yet 
to excite their amazement, and still more our 
consequence (though who would care for that 
amongst lunarians ?) yet, just to brag a little of 
our wisdom, I told them that these astronomers, 
as we call them, had given us a full description of 
all their mountains, their caves, their volcanos, 
&c. ; and having measured their heights, and exa- 
mined their features, had not only given them 
names, but a sketch, that is, a picture of their 
whole globe. How abashed looked they now at 
each other, for having surmised, nay, even given 
me to understand that they took us for a breed of 
ninnys. But, indeed, it is all my fault, for which 
I am truly sorry, and ought to crave ■humbly par- 
: don of all Cybele's wise sons and daughters, that I 
i perhaps by my simple demeanour impressed any 
xsrealmre, and, above all, lunar connoisseurs, with 
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exist. However, not long ago it was whispered, 
that there were, just as here, also on the other 
side, mountains, vales, and people to be found; 
ay, that even there the sun was now and then 
shining ; jet never, as here, also sometimes dur- 
ing night: by this they probably meant the 
moon. They certainly considered the first person 
that told this as an arrant impostor, and were seri- 
ously deliberating whether he, as a wicked story- 
teller, — that is, being amenable of the highest 
misdemeanour in the lunarian calendar — he should 
not be dashed into one of those unfathomable 
gulfs, where nobody should ever hear any more 
of his scandalous tales. Yet whilst granting him 
some respite, the report got more belief, and thus 
saved him. 

But before proceeding with any account, I may 
well first answer the most natural question, how, 
in the name of miracle, we could well understand 
each other. But in dreams, and what is so very 
like it, in matter of imagination, such difficulties, 
and, in short, all obstacles are never considered, 
or at least as mere trifles ; for there is ever some- 
thing like magic in your wishes : they are hardly 
formed, and, behold ! they are granted. Now I 
wished we might understand each other, and so it 
happened, quite to perfection. And where is the 
wonder of that ? Did not my clever and likewise 
obliging conductor supply me with everything I 
wanted ? Therefore, I suspect it was most pro- 
bably he that was the .interpreter between the 
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Cynthian natives and pij&etf, aUliwg)! X WW>* 
exactly tell in what manner this, wag, done* vl 
WV regret that it w«s not ratto l?y iosp^^p 
that I became conversant in the lunar language, 
as I then could perhaps still remember £0B)f 
words that might serve for the rudiment* qf ff j| 
lunarian dictionary ; and thus be of great benefit 
to all future moon visitors. 

I begged them now to show me all their lions, as 
to go in quest of those was the unvarying custom of 
all our travellers on earth. Conformably to this, 
my present demand of them was to direct me to 
that mysterious vale inclosed between two moun- 
tains where Astolfo had seen so many wonderful 
things ; and hither we directed our way from the 
plain, where I first met them. As the path at the 
beginning was tolerably easy, I sent my looks 
abroad in order to espy, like the knight of the 
hippogriff, 

varie et solitarie gelve 



Ove le nitife ognor caccion le belve. 

But woods and game, are these in Cynthia's 
realm to be found? I opened my eyes indeed 
wide enough, but could not even a leaf, much less 
the stem of a tree, espy. And though I also 
pricked my ears right diligently, vain were all my 
endeavours to catch the remotest sound of a hunt- 
ing horn. Surely, the chase would be the very 
proper pursuit for Diana's subjects ; the females, 
above all, should indeed follow her favourite occur 



TpM&SiL ; 'bttfc Observe fcow the diminutive size, even 
of their dWafrfy males, to whom you might yet 
alloW a quarter of an inch advantage in height 
oYer the feminine stature, and then survey their 
territory, here studded with appalling mountains, 
and there lacerated with tremendous chasms ; and 
iurtr judge whether the lunar regions are well 
adapted for hunting matches. 

As we went thus along, the foolish thought 
came into my mind to ask them, by way of con- 
versation, whether they received yet still some- 
times visitors from the dog-star ? To this no an- 
swer was given. Most probably, I thought, these 
strange beings were but visitors to their fore- 
fathers, that is, at Munchausen's time. But pre- 
sently my reason recoiled abashed, at my having 
noticed the foolish story of such gigantic giants 
faying visits to such dwarfish dwarfs; for the 
baron's visuals seem to have been prodigiously 
enlarged by the effect of the lunar climate, whilst 
mine, by the same influence, were in the same 
degree contracted. He represents these moon 
natives as a generation of more than Riphean 
size ; and surely this would be the more befitting 
stature for them in order to bestride their chasms, 
and stalk over their prodigious mountains.* The 
fact, most probably, is, that here, as yet, are no 
living beings of any kind, and that all what I have 

r t 

• We are now told, that they are a winged generation ; 
keeping on their flying conversation by nods and gestures! !L 
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hitherto seen or heard, or even may farther see 
and hear, are but phantasmagories of my goblin's 
contrivance. Well, let it be, I will not quarrel 
with him for beguiling thus, now and then, the 
hours of my life ; nor am I afraid of the baron s 
ghost bringing me a challenge for so shamefully 
reducing the lofty-built frames of his clever moon 
tribes, who now are no longer pleased to carry, 
now and then, their heads under their right arm, 
neither will yet send their eyes here and there ; 
no more could my elf display to me their vegetal 
propagations, nor their victualling feast, when 
they but quarterly opened the front door of their 
stomachs, and stored them for the next season. 
My goblin's creation was indeed on a diminutive 
scale, while my precedent moon visitors were far 
more liberal ; they not only enlarged the lunarian 
creature's size, as far as it ever would stretch, but 
even granted them such supernatural capacities, as 
we just noticed, and such mental endowments, as 
we anon shall see. Most probably, they appor- 
tioned their size conformably to the bulk of their 
mountains; whilst my guide shaped them but 
relative to the smallness of their orb, this being 
five thousand times less than ours. When I now 
found this equally foolish, I turned to my so slily- 
imposing conductor, (as it was he that showed 
them to me in such a dwindled form,) " Thus, 
then," I addressed him, " thou arch perverter of 
reason and sense ; see now here these tricking spe- 
cimens of thy craft ; see, now, into what freaks and 
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wanderings thou mayest the mind of poor mortals 
lead ! I perceive now clearly thine intent to play 
all sorts of pranks upon me. Have, however, a 
care ; yes ! thou mischievous sprite, have a care ; 
for thou hast inveigled me already into the moon, 
where it is impossible the climate should not, in 
some degree, act upon my mind, and influence my 
senses. Do, then, since it is, perhaps, yet time, do 
shift me off, before I become still more, infected." 
" Not for the world," retorted he, " not for the 
world; most certainly thou shalt not stir from 
hence, till thou hast seen every one of their 
lions." Thus, and in some degree, as if spell- 
bound, I was obliged to submit. 

But now advancing more and •more towards the 
eastern regions, I declare, both awe and terror 
seized on my mind on surveying the amazing 
height of those " piles of mountains that towered 
in countless shapes into sightless views :" whilst I 
shrunk in horror from their almost bottomless 
cavities, " four miles deep ! and forty miles in 
diameter ! ! " Sir David Brewster, who saw them 
however only through his telescope, and in perfect 
safety in his chamber, — I say, Sir D^vid will not 
only bear me out in my assertions, but he will 
also deem my fright by no means a childish 
tremor, when I was yet so near to them. 

Indeed, Luna, when I now look here on part of 
thy torn, tumbled, and really quite shattered 
state, and, still more, when I below, in my closet, 
survey the whole map, I cannot help suspecting 
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thee to be that rude intrusive atmospheric pas- 
senger that, about four thousand years ago, gave 
the matron Cybcle such a rude terrible push, in 
order to get her out of the way, that she verily 
lost her balance, and thus, by the sudden over- 
flowing of all her urns, was nearly drowned.* 
But the attack on superior powers turns mostly to 
the disadvantage of the minor. Thus it fared 
with thee ! The stronger agent attracted thee, 
and made thee not only halt in thy career, but 
forced thee to be for ever her attendant; nay, 
verily, her night-lamp. It is, however, diumally 
well seen how gladly thou wouldst bounce off 
again, or, at least, in anger overwhelm us, by still 
raising our seas ; but the continually ebbing tides, 
show what vain efforts these are; verily, the 
whole appearance of thy frame is such as if thou 
wert, as yet, not perfectly formed and settled, 
and thus in danger of falling momentarily to 
pieces. Let but Sir David Brewster farther de- 
scribe thee, for the sight of thee gave me such 
terror as to take all my scanty stock of rhetoric, 
and, indeed, part of my slender store of sense 
away. 

This is, then, his description :— " Huge masses 
rising at once from the plains, and raise their 
peaked summits to an amazing height in the air, 
whose projectings crags spring from the rugged 
flanks, and threaten the valley below, seem to bid 

• See Whiston. 
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defiance to the law of gravitation, as already 
around the bases of these frightful eminences are 
strewed numerous loose and unconnected frag- 
ments, which time seems to have detached from 
the parent mass, and when examining the rents 
and ravines which accompany the overhanging 
cliffs, we expect every minute that they are to 
he torn from their base, and that the progress of 
destruction and separation, which we had only 
contemplated in its effects, is about to be exhi- 
bited before us in tremendous reality. The 
mountains called the Appennines, which traverse a 
part of the moon's disk from north-east to south- 
west, rise with a precipitate and craggy front from 
the level of Mare Imbrium ; in some places their 
perpendicular elevation is about four miles and a 
half!!" 

By these references to Sir David Brewster's 
description of poor Luna's crippled condition, it 
will appear, that I, like all judicious travellers, 
stored my mind, or my pockets, (all the same,) with 
the remarks of other peregrinators before me, so 
as to make now and then, quotations from them, 
which gives not only authority to your relations, 
but makes you moreover appear wondrous learned, 
indeed the very magpie, trimmed with borrowed 
feathers, i. e. a very imposing personage. 

Now though I wish, on my return to my native 
climes, to brag as much as I possibly can, of all that 
I mofre than others, have seen ; yet, alas ! I must, 
though most reluctantly, check my vanity, and 
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thus forbear to give my friends any unnecessary 
fear by a longer account of Cynthia's apparently 
quaking rocks, as this most probably might frighten 
them into a belief that our thus crumbled satellite, 
might shortly pay us a piecemeal visit, having 
already sent the aerolites as warning heralds of 
the approaching meeting. Do not some naturalists, 
as for example, Messrs. La Place and Picot, con- 
sider the aerolites as lunar ambassadors, with which 
our own ambulating neighbour, sends now and then 
a greeting to her companion rover, whilst Chlador, 
and Sir Humphrey Davy suppose them even to 
be small planets, originally ambulating round the 
sun. But have we not reasons enough that make 
us indeed their lunar origin doubting, as com- 
bustion cannot take place but in atmospheric air, 
yet knowing the moon to be wanting of this, — they 
will substitute gas as the agent for the same. 
Moreover, we learn from them that a projectile 
power, hardly more considerable than that of our 
fire arms, would be sufficient to heave these masses 
from the immense moon crater's gorge,* and so dash 
them through the lunar orbit forward into our 
terrestrial air, scorning limit, atmosphere, repulsive 
laws or powers. — Prodigious ! my poor reason, take 
shame to thyself; thy stupidity is great indeed, 
for such is thy ignorance that thou even wilt smile 
at this. But no wonder neither, as thou, in former 
times, hast heard so much of centrifugal and cen- 

• Astronomia, p. 222, Paris, 1827. 
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tripetal force, of attraction and repulsion, backed 
with demonstrations, even by daily experience 
shown of the tendency of every thing to the centre 
of its planet ; thus, by analogy, supposing that 
gravitations were inherent to all orbicular spheres, 
and consequently also to the form of our satellite — 
yet what do I know ? there might be a power and an 
activity in these moon craters, of which our 
terra's volcanos are utterly void, for their exploded 
fragments, — such was yet hitherto their rule, — tend 
back to their parent's lap, and lie there undisturbed 
around their native womb. And heaven be thanked 
that thus it should be, for if such a mutual shuttle- 
cock system were admitted, who knows but the 
comets might also be liberal, and drop us some of 
their entrails. 

Here my friendly ^lf seemed vexed that I 
should interest myself so much about these aerolites, 
" for " said he, " I see you are as unwilling to ad- 
mit ragged morsels, as gifts, from our crumbling 
companion traveller. Would you perhaps, rather 
as some astronomers, believe them to be remaining 
shreds or patches from the planet parent, that 
shortly before the creation of our globe split into 
four infant balls or asteorides ?" — " Now," returned 
I, " what an inconsiderate sprite are you ! this very 
minute you saw me utterly ashamed of my reason, 
that could not comprehend this transit from one 
orbit to another, and now you expect I should not 
see the least improbability that these sorry offals, 
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after erring about five or six thousand years, here 
and there, and every where, yet finding, during all 
this period, no resting place, at last would plunge 
down into Cybele's lap ! ! !" " So then," muttered he, 
" you will admit neither moon tumbles, nor vaga- 
bond morsels of bursted spheres; nor with Sir 
Humphrey Davy, believe them to be small planets, 
revolving in the space of our solar system, and when 
entering into the sphere of our globe's action, be- 
come, by the rapidity of their transit, inflamed." 
" No ! no !" said I, " this is alike improbable, but 
from whence shall we then suppose them to de- 
scend?" — " Pshaw !" whispered the elf, "from 
whence, but from your own atmosphere." — " Yes, 
imp," replied I, though not fully convinced, " this 
is at least, though not a conclusive, yet a not quite 
incongruous conjecture, as to this, the thunder- 
bolts might lend some probability." 

But presently mine and my goblin's endeavours 
to give the aerolites a proper nativity and descent, 
were interrupted by the lamentations of our tra- 
velling companions, as two or three of these little 
moon-manikins had stumbled, and were thus roll- 
ing in the precipices on the side of our path. 
This roused not only my attention, but made me 
also observe what little progress we had made 
towards the object of our wishes. And I grant 
now licence to any one that were inclined to 
call me a fool, for desiring these dwarf Cynthian 
bipeds to accompany me to the crater of one of 
their volcanos, which, by-the-by, I also take for 
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one of the vouchers of Luna's cometary origin ; 
whilst 1 moreover might perhaps find my incredu- 
lity confounded by witnessing the explosion, and 
(ah, bah !) the subsequent transfer of moon-aero- 
lites to our soil. Though my wish to see the 
volcano comes not precisely into the licence to 
call me a fool, yet it is most certainly granted for 
my expecting these almost into nothing dwindling 
pedestrians not only to keep pace with my Cybe- 
lean strides, but still more to climb their tremend- 
ous mountains ; nay, above all, to inspect a crater 
ot three miles in circumference, — for thus. Sir Wil- 
liam Herschel described it. Observing now what 
little progress these diminutive ambulators made, 
as being scarce the size of our dwarfs on earth, I 
was, of course, obliged to relinquish my mad 
design. 

But coming, as I did, from such warm planetary 
regions, and having since been continually clam- 
bering here among mountains from which the sun, 
never veiled by a cloud, was a more than our 
terra's equatorial, heat reflecting, I would most 
gladly have refreshed myself with a draught from 
the crystal flood, — ay, the very sight of it would 
have been most gratifying to me. But here I had 
to strain my eyes, and sigh for it to all eternity in 
vain, and in vain ; no sea, no stream, ah ! not a 
pool was here ; alas ! even not a single drop was 
in any vale or cavern to be espied. " Unblessed, 
abode ! " I cried, whilst they Avere staring at my 
demeanour ; yet I, unmindful of them, continued, 

D 
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in ecstatic remembrance of our liquid luxuries, 
thus to exclaim, " Oh, ye lovely rivers and lakes 
of my native earth ; how you not only beautify 
and adorn her otherwise barren surface, but still 
more, how you gratify, ay, how you invigorate 
her thirsty travellers with your balsamic fluid ! I 
hear your soothing voices the plains and meadows 
along ; yea, even among rocks and in sequestered 
vales and caverns. Lunarian citizens ! these are 
charms totally unknown to you ! Oh, how I pity 
you!" How they now stared at this violent 
paroxysm of ray gratitude for the benefit of our 
waters — a strain of perfect nonsense to them. 

We were just now entering the famous narrow 
vale, where I hoped to be gratified with the sight 
of all those various things which Astolfo saw sta- 
tioned there. Of course, I enquired first whether 
the Parcae were there still at their spinning and 
cutting work ; and understanding that they were 
just as busy as ever, I begged to be introduced to 
them ; but they assured me they dared not do so. 
" And why V asked I ; " wherefore can I not 
see them, just as well as Astolfo V When, in 
return, those uncivil sprigs of lunar breed had 
the audacity to say, that to Astolfo the favour 
was granted on account of his holy respectable 
guide, whereas they durst not venture to intro- 
duce me with such a volatile giddy companion, 
for these dames were terribly furious, and even 
revengeful, so that for anything offensive to them, 
I might expect no less than a snip at my life- 
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thread. Hem ! I muttered to myself, the second 
refusal; and, as I breathe, even something like 
another affront. If I bear all this quietly with- 
out revenge, I shall wonder indeed Presently 
I would however consider that in the little moon- 
men's refusal there was not only some reason, but 
withal some care for my life ; for though the 
whirling and snipping of other lives might seem to 
be a harmless and, perhaps, to some, an amusing oc- 
cupation, yet I had not the least wish to experience 
the effect of their scissors on my own, and there- 
fore felt now rather grateful for their solicitude on 
my account. Still would ^ have given anything 
to see these appalling sisters in their yet better 
office, when they, as the Fates, predict future 
events ; as then I would have asked them innumer- 
able questions relative to myself, and also to other 
persons and events ; and after having from their 
answers pocketed store of knowledge, I would, on 
my descent to our earth, have built myself a temple, 
and there, like a sibyl of old, issued my oracles. 
Heavens, what an ambitious mind is mine ! for 
ever meditating on fame, though being for ever 
balked in all my pursuits. 

Thus I asked, once more, if there were as yet 
no means to obtain at least a sight of these mer- 
ciless life-snippers ; yet the poor timid lunarians, 
as close neighbours to these awful damsels, en- 
treated me very earnestly to urge my suit no 
farther, as these furies were not to be trifled with, 

d 3 
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being of a terrible cross-grained manufacture, and 
might, perhaps, on account of our importuning 
them, snip their whole little moon generation 
away, and such a sudden thinning of their species 
would by no means suit them. 

But, added they, I might, without the least 
mischance, see that old nimble man who con- 
stantly carries in the flaps of his mantle the names 
and actions of mortals into oblivion's river or gulf. 
" No thank you, thank you greatly, if you mean 
that old tyrant Time ; you are heartily welcome 
to keep him and his mischief ever for yourself 
far, far away from my«ight. It seems you look 
upon him as a precious rarity, which you alone 
possess ; I wish it were so ; few would envy you 
his preference for your abode ; but the vagabond 
seems to be here and there, and every where, at 
the same time, and at all times ; for he is con- 
stantly also with us below, the busiest, most 
destructive fellow imaginable. Here he only tries 
to destroy the inemory of former beings at the 
instant, or shortly after the close of their career, 
which he probably fancies might, perhaps, to 
many, more a charitable service than an injury be. 
But you shall hear how he goes on with us below, 
who have in those matters a very different opinion 
from him, especially as regards our individual 
selves, who are ever anxious to perpetuate, in any 
feasible way, our own memory from generation to 
generation ; and sometimes also that of great men* 
on paper or even in marmor. Thus, in order to 
get the better over him and his busy mischief, we 
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erect for our heroes, or other famous mortals, 
monuments, pyramids,, and temples ; and for our- 
selves palaces and churches, called after our 
names, and in general epitaphs, documents and 
libraries innumerable ; all for the preservation of 
our important names, either engraved on stone, or 
imprinted on paper. Do you think he respects 
all this our trouble and labour ? Then you are 
very greatly mistaken: the crabbed miscreant 
knows the means how to destroy them all. It 
seems he takes a particular pleasure to efface the 
writings ; nay, even, as if in scorn of our unwea- 
ried efforts, he crumbles our loftiest monuments 
into dust, or glues his moss or ivy over them, so 
that after some lustres of centuries they are any 
thing but for what they are intended, namely, the 
blazonry of our former consequence. But let 
that pass — it is, however, not all ; for though he is 
an universal mischief-maker, yet he appears to 
bear a most particular spite to vanity, which he 
seeks to vex and mortify in all and every possible 
manner. Thus our stone buildings are not suffi- 
cient for his malicious amusement, no ! no ! he 
finds the greatest pastime among the living ; these 
afford him the best sport. You should only see 
how he first imperceptibly steals the hair from our 
smartest beaux' pericraniums in token of his 
increasing influence, of which we are always con- 
foundedly ashamed, and try by all possible means 
to conceal it, yet, spite of our endeavours, he still 
knows how to make it manifest ; so that when for 
stealing there is perhaps not much hair left, he 
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bleaches even the small remainder in such a man- 
ner as to give the mortifying notice that snow on 
the heights is always a sign of approaching winter. 
Nor will this suffice him ; oh, no ! for after laying 
slily from time to time a number of circles around 
any, even the strongest upright man, he now 
bends him down by the weight of the same, so 
that now, alas ! a thus encumbered and oppressed 
individual is often no longer able to wear his face 
erect to heaven, but is henceforth obliged to look, 
like the brute creation, on the ground, ta which, 
spite of his aversion, he soon must return, al- 
though he yet for awhile may try, by the help of 
a staff, or the arm of another, to support his 
tottering frame from sinking under it. 

" And now, you think he may at least, respect 
the ladies, — Ah, will he ? not he, on the contrary, 
his incivility, ay, his rudeness towards them, goes 
even still farther. The fairest faces are not secure 
from the impudence of his withering touch ; leaving 
there always a visible print of his iron fingers ; thus 
puckering the finest skin, distorting the comeliest 
features, sinking their eyes, pilfering their teeth, 
turning their dimples into cavities, and — oh! I 
shall never finish, for his mischief is endless, is 
incalculable; particularly as all this is so silly, 
so silently done, that you are not the least aware 
of it, till, at last, at the remembrance of former 
times and practice, you shuddering start, with a 
fervent wish, that he at any rate, might now let 
you alone. — Ahah ! You think he'll mind and sa- 
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tisfy you ? vain hope ! no power on earth will 
soften his brazen heart ; neither sighs, petitions nor 
prayers, will move him to relent; and invincible 
as he is, or seems to be, with us below, no snares 
can be laid for him ; no weapon levelled at him ; 
medicine and cosmetics, and all other trials, are 
but mockeries at his power. And the worst of 
all is yet, that he is in close league with your 
clipping furies here, for whom he, ever and anon, 
points out the ready victims. — But as he is visible 
with you, perhaps we may here lay a trap for him, 
or push him into that gulf, to which he his 
cribbage is carrying. ,, — " Bless you," cried they, 
" you might as well endeavour to fix the wind, for 
the fleetness of this nimble wizard is such, that 
when you scarcely have perceived him, he is al- 
ready long out of sight." — " Then, for mercy's sake," 
cried I, " keep the awful spectre far, far from me; 
but let me rather have from your magazine some 
bottles of reason, for myself and friends, for it is 
always our custom, on our return from foreign lands, 
to bring some presents of the rarities there to be 
found." At this request they looked much con- 
cerned, probably as they thought I particularly 
stood much in need of this ; therefore they greatly 
lamented their inability to satisfy me, as the liquor 
of Astolfo's time had long evaporated, and whilst 
there had been no farther enquiries after it, they 
had neglected to give it a continual supply. 

Seeing how much this displeased me, they 
' offered any thing else in their power for this 
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unlucky deficiency. — " Then," said I, rather pee- 
vishly, " bring me immediately to that museum of 
lost things, which you keep here in the same place." 
To this demand they shewed some readiness ; but, 
as this collection had, by length of years, grown 
very dusty, they hoped I would allow them some 
little time, so that they might be cleaned and put 
in order, but that I meanwhile might see their 
magazine of patents, for things yet to be found ; 
and forth came the following. 

1. For a proper rudder, to guide an air balloon 
through all atmospherical currents. 

2. For a pair of wings to fly through the ether 
with a bottle of proper breath, for the same voyage. 
(Fools ! what good would the wings or the bottle 
operate, if the lungs remain the same?) Yet 
whilst they showed me the patent for wings, they 
looked very oddly at mine ; but I took no notice 
of it. 

3. For an amphibious apparatus, having flying, 
swimming, and skating capabilities, suitable for 
a quick and easy conveyance to the East Indies, 
through the polar ice. 

4. For a peculiar compass, to steer the common- 
weal store-ship of nations safely through all poli- 
tical and financial hurricanes. 

5. For a pendulum to regulate the passions 
of men. 

6. For^a talisman, that gives the knowledge 
of one's self. 

7. For an elixir, that stills the inordinate desire' 
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for riches, and honours, and makes man content 
with the benefits Providence from time to time 
may grant. 

8. For a fire and water-proof parchment, on 
which to write the code of the right of man; 
and how fax his struggles for liberty are reason* 
able, and therefore allowable. 

9. For a padlock, to shut up all avenues to the 
mart of slavery, in terra's every region. 

10. For a suitable decanter, to bottle the At- 
lantic Ocean, with the thereto appertaining golden 
ticket, to pay the national debt* 

" What a strange association," said I, when seeing 
these two ridiculous patents united, — " nay what a 
wild, what a downright mad conception is this 
altogether!" — "Perhaps," whispered my many co- 
loured conductor, " perhaps, not quite so much as 
it might at first sight appear ; for though there 
may be many who would not wish to see the 
ocean decantered, and that moreover, every one 
will rail at the madness of such a conceit as this 
bottle and its ticket, though the last, would be an 
all-desired desideratum of public and individual 
consequence, yet you may be sure, that any one 
who should find the golden ticket, might well at- 
tempt any other hopeless enterprize without being 
called a great fool." — "Hush! hush! thou foolish 

* This truly original comparison, belongs to a gentleman 
of my acquaintance. It appeared to me of so perfectly 
lunarian stamp, that I presently, even without the gentleman's 
leave, put it among the moon patents. 

D 5 
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sprite," cried I, " none indeed but you, would de- 
fend this more than lunatic proposition. " There 
were, however, various other tickets for patents, 
which yet I cannot remember. 

Having been for awhile lost in admiration at 
the luxuriant fertility of projects in our present 
age, I asked the moon projectors how in the name 
of wonder, they came to the knowledge of such 
schemes ? The little Cynthian people, though wil- 
ling to explain, were at first quite puzzled to 
account for this, till presently they remembered, 
that for some time ago, they had frequently ob- 
served wishes for these things flying up to their 
lunar abode, and knowing them to come from their 
dear cousin, (they should have said mistress, or 
even parent earth,) they then caught and preserved 
them, for awhile, in a subterraneous cave. All at 
once a very great simpleton, — no ! they call him 
philosopher, advised them to shape them into pa- 
tents ; and then it was in full council of their wee 
tribes agreed, that they should always be given 
gratis to any visitor from their neighbours, if ever 
there should yet one of them on lunar ground ap- 
pear. This, they said, gave certainly clear evi- 
dence of their good will and liberality to us; 
although, they still must say, that some of those 
projects gave them no very strong proofs of our su- 
perior wisdom. Now, here I lost all patience, and 
deemed it besides, a fit opportunity of paying them 
back in their own coin, that is, in compliments as 
are considered the very reverse of good breeding ; 
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such indeed, as was their welcome observation on 
my winged equipage, which they, verily and indeed 
seemed to match with Munchausen and his bean- 
stalk ladder; and on account of this, to doubt, oh 
sacrilegious crime, to doubt of the wisdom of the 
clever earth dwellers ! ! Yes, verily of those al- 
ready so wise, and yet daily improving Cybeleans ; 
and thus to have the impudence, to frame patents 
for them ! the lunarians, \ ! ay, the lunarians, ! ! ! 
Was this any longer to be endured? No! no! I 
had forborne already long and patiently enough; 
but this affront, with some others of the same kind, 
stuck much too fast in my throat than to be able, 
spite all my endeavours, to swallow them. Indeed 
these my papilion wings, for I began now to scorn 
the opinions of lunar atoms about them, I say, 
these my papilion wings, gave me now a greater 
regard for myself, than I ever had before, and so 
as my pride increased, so did my irritability. ThuS 
much indeed I bridled up ; and dashed forth with 
extolling and magnifying all our newborn inven- 
tions; I talked of the compass, of printing, of 
telescopes, air-balloons, steam boats, velocipedes, 
&c. &c. And if that was not foolish enough, for 
not a syllable of all this could they understand, 
still I urged them to confess, and admire the won- 
derful cleverness of beings that could invent such 
things, showing themselves to be anything but a 
foolish generation. On the contrary, how ignorant, 
how grossly ignorant must those appear that could 
even not comprehend them. 
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Now here it will be clearly seen, that besides the 
seemingly inherent folly of my imagination, I was 
also strongly influenced by the climate in which 
I breathed, being now perfectly lunatic, praising 
and extolling the skill and benefit of things, not 
only utterly uninteDigible to them, but even, if 
they had them, totally useless in a globe without 
atmosphere: thus, in the name of nonsense, what 
was water and steam to them? Fire, I certainly 
have seen, bursting from one of their volcanos, but 
whether they transmitted some of that element 
to their sheltering places or caverns, as an indis- 
pensable use, the discovery of this I left to the 
German astronomers, who not only found them 
clever architects, but even saw the form of their 
capital star town, where they perhaps, in fancy, 
smoked a pipe at their fire-side with them. Yet 
what will the said astronomers think of me ? why 
they made their moon visit through a telescope, 
and telescopes might too much magnify, and may 
also, perhaps give illusions, by the prism of un- 
subdued colours, and thus amplify or distort the 
view. But who will speak for me, and defend 
my vagaries, who, after firmly declaring my dis- 
belief in the existence of moon-beings, will yet 
relate walks, , conversations, and quarrels, I had 
with them. Why this is, after all, perfectly in 
order, yes! quite in character; did I not make my 
flight into this sphere under the guidance of a 
many-coloured goblin ? and would the acts of the 
drama have been in proper keeping if there were 
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not a good spice of miracle, extravagance, and 
even vagary, mixed with it? 

Thus it fares with our dreams, and thus alike 
with our fancy, the sleeping and awaking aberra- 
tions of our mind ; but if they are harmless, and 
even amusing for our senses, why check them? 
Is there not often too much reality in life ? and 
say, is that reality, is it always cheering? The 
bustle of the day, that sad reality, is it not always 
noisy ? A moonlight eve, sweet relative to fancy, 
is it not always soothingly quiescent? the more so 
when it succeeds the turmoil of the day. Be, 
then, not cruel to thyself by rebuffing the tricking 
visitor, when he will sometimes cheat you ; soon, 
enough will the morn again appear, alike not only 
the former reality and turmoil, but Reason's stern 
voice along with it. I, for my part, will yet listen 
for awhile to my sprite, and thus converse farther 
with those by him* for my amusement, evoked 
moon-goblins, to whom I was just chiming forth 
the Cybelean superiority, skill, and perfection, in 
all and every thing, particularly in innumerable 
extraordinary new inventions. Now, I thought 
this might at last raise their curiosity, and so it 
did ; for they now very humbly intreated me that 
I would give them some direction how to con- 
struct an air-balloon, as I had told them that this 
was fit to travel therein through the air. " Ah, 
true," said I ; " if they were able to do the same, 
then could we both, as friendly neighbours, meet 
at intervals in mid-air, and have the pleasantest 
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gossip imaginable, giving and receiving news, 
which might furnish the most delightful chit-chat 
in both fashionable worlds, a desideratum which 
should, as soon as ever possible, be gratified." 
Their curiosity being thus stirred, they now sig- 
nified how they hoped I would not refuse their 
petition to give them some instructions for the 
fabrication of the same. Yet would it have been 
kindly acting towards myself if, contrary to all on 
our globe-established selfish rules, I had let them 
know that (cenceming the construction of this 
ball) I was as ignorant as themselves? besides, 
had they any means for the same ? All I could 
promise was, that as soon as we got the patents, 
No. 1 and No. 2, from their magazine, I would 
not only send them a complete balloon as a pre- 
sent, got by subscription from all lunar amateurs 
on our globe, but withal a master builder with neces- 
sary apparatus for the construction of others ; and, 
moreover, all sorts of earthly productions. Along 
with them, also, even foremost, a good cargo of 
fashionable articles for the metamorphosis of the 
human form. Ay, verily, and indeed, as they have 
neither materials nor skill to make them, a whole 
load of ready-made dresses was to accompany this. 
Now, as we shall presently find, that they have 
abundant means to pay for them, there might, 
even in mid-air, a very profitable lunar fashion- 
mart be established for the benefit of both orbs. 
Now this idea came into my mind as remembering 
that no sooner do we get a footing in unknown 
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regions, than one of our first liberalities is to 
make them presents, that is, to their kings, even, 
perhaps, of old regimentals, and thus, by vanity, 
force them into a desire to wear them, in order 
to profit our trade, whilst these poor lunarians 
seemed indeed in want of this, as they paraded 
most unconcernedly along in the bare livery their 
Creator gave them. What a profitable thing it 
then, for the Cybeleans, would be to send their 
cast-off clothes there in exchange for the Cynth- 
ians' gold and precious stones. Now, this diaboli- 
cal thought of introducing our fashions amongst 
them was suggested by envy, when I saw how, 
undisturbed by the thraldom of almost hourly 
change of dress, they could but pleasantly and 
usefully employ every portion of their lives. But 
when I then considered what woe the opening of 
this Pandora-box would spread among this now 
so simple and yet contented moon race, then, 
indeed, my conscience upbraided me for brooding 
such wicked schemes against their peace and hap- 
piness. 

Whilst we went thus conversing, we were inces- 
santly annoyed by some kind of bubbles that 
floated in the air, and then fell like ragged bits of 
paper on the ground, which was indeed already so 
thickly bestrewed with the same, that one could 
not avoid walking over them. I took a few of 
them up; and, lo! I found them chiefly to be 
advertisements, or, properly, puffs of the news- 
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papers, such as Spanish, Greek, Mexican, Peru- 
vian, or mining companies' bonds; luring pro- 
mises for expatriation into desert, scarce-disco- 
vered countries; schemes for trading companies 
into the interior of Africa; a speedy steam-boat 
transit on the Euphrates to the East Indies, &c. 
&c. Farther plans for bettering the condition of 
the poor ; and also parliamentary harangues, and 
its apparent projects. Likewise * election, club 
and dinner speeches; tavern and hustings ora- 
tions, &c, &c, &c. Farther remedies to counter- 
act nature, by making old people young ; the ugly, 
in shape or feature, slim or fair ; turn red or grey 
hair into auburn or flaxen; moreover, certain 
cures for tooth, eye, or ear-aches — ay, for all 
other aches " that flesh is heir to ;" together with 
-infallible cures for all the ills to which houses, 
chimneys, furniture, cattle, trees, &c, &c, are 
liable. 

Now the poor lunarians went on complaining 
very much of the over-abundance of these ephe- 
meral annoyances which thus belitter their soil, 
even so much as to excite their fears that if a 
favourable current of air did not soon direct their 
course elsewhere, they might verily, in process of 
time, be smothered with them. Yet my arrival 
here suggested to them the idea to make me their 
ambassador to the legislating powers below with 
a petition, that a law might be enacted against 
the very issuing of such to them so annoying 
bubbles. With due gratitude for the confidence 
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thus placed in me, I accepted the offered dignity. 
In attestation of which, I was decorated with 
something, which we Cybelean people would con- 
temptuously call tinsel, found, most probably, 
sometimes in the crevices of their caverns, and 
which I foolishly believed was among them esti- 
mated as fine gold. This shows how the shrewd- 
est person may, sometimes, be mistaken, and thus 
be imposed upon ; for are there not also people 
who imagine that some of the lunar mountains 
are but aggregates of gold and precious stones, as 
several lucid points. would apparently indicate. 
Well, I will not contradict them, only set myself 
down as a most egregious fool, for not having 
carried a load of them away with me. But, then, 
if they were really surrounded with such riches, it 
was the shabbiest proceeding to offer me only 
tinsel, and that even for an ornament ; yet hardly 
did I shine forth in this badge of my dignity, 
when they started a doubt, whether our legisla- 
ture had the will and the power for enacting this. 
" Both, both," I cried; " but the people in their 
turn have a great deal of ingenuity to check the 
laws in their full action ; for though they dare 
not openly transgress on what was once forbid- 
den, yet they have various contrivances to thwart 
or mar the import of the orders or prescriptions, 
producing sometimes the same thing perhaps 
under other shapes and names; so that if the 
laws prove not absolutely nugatory, they lose 
yet a prodigious deal of their salutary effect. 
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There is, for example, a certain yellow dust in 
use, chiefly among the great and the rich of our 
people," — here I squinted at my badge whilst yet 
continuing, "now, when this, perchance, comes 
in contact with the eyes of the law-expounders, 
it dazzles their sight, so that they cannot clearly 
se«, and gives them a certain curious winking, 
and to their minds a wonderful inclination and 
ability to twist and turn the same law in various 
ways, to the evident advantage of the afore-men- 
tioned yellow-dustholders." 

No sooner had I comforted them with this 
account of our judiciary proceedings^ when " Off! 
off!" they cried, " off! off! with the honours of 
our embassy/' Ye feelings of honour and self- 
consideration, which 1 ever shall fondly nourish 
and cherish in my bosom, — yes! yes! you are 
still roused, even this moment, whilst a new- kin- 
dled indignation in all its fiercest tints is over my 
countenance flashing at the remembrance how 
instantaneously this vile pigmy swarm had the 
boldness to assail me, behind, before, and on all 
sides, to snatch their ridiculous badge away. No 
flight of crows or locusts — nay, let the dirty 
simile alone — let me only say, it was too much ! 
too much indeed ! I therefore spread immediately 
my papilion wings and soared away, to the great 
regret of our poor lunar cousins, who, acting ever 
so inconsiderately, meant never much harm. I 
then began to pity them, for I heard their wait- 
ings for our departure at a great distance. 
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I certainly had intended to make an excursion 
to the other side of the lunar globe, in order to 
astonish the world with the extraordinary discove- 
ries I there might make ; yet what would I have 
found there, but the dreariest surface that ever on 
orbic soil can be found, alternately scorched by a 
fortnight's equatorial noon heat, and again con- 
gealed for an equal time by a fortnight's dark- 
ness, even without our satellite's glimpse. 

Up, then, towards 



MARS. 

My Fancy's many-coloured wings directed now 
their flight, though, I declare, not without an 
unconquerable trepidation, excited by this pla- 
net's both gloomy and, in the same time, fiery 
appearance ; and, spite all my endeavours, I could 
not overcome my terror, no ! it even increased 
every minute more and more, when I saw how 
any star that passed, either near or even at some 
distance from the planet, was presently obscured 
by the ruddy gloom of his turbid atmosphere, so 
that I really feared it would soon damp the 
energy of my hitherto undaunted courage. And 
indeed the nearer I approached, the more appal- 
ling became the prospect every moment ; yes ! I 
freely confess, my daring spirit was rapidly wan- 
ing at the sight of this fiercely frowning ball, with 
all its terrible spots above and around it, which 
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altogether promised me any but a friendly recep- 
tion. Yet— shall I say it ? I was nearly sinking, 
when — oh, unconquerable vanity ! — I remembered 
my being the first earth-moulded figure, that is, 
verily, a Columbus, in the ethereal ocean, that 
hitherto had ventured here, so, with the hope of 
fame and the spur of curiosity to boot, I really 
went on forward labouring, even through the hazy 
ruddy atmosphere, though this absorbed yet rapid- 
ly the small remaining stock of my Imagination's 
now nearly dying ardour. My exertions slack- 
ened, and resolution for other efforts was just 
forsaking me, when I fortunately glanced on those 
by our astronomers denoted snow-capped poles; 
yet reluctant to let my already hardly lukewarm 
fancy to be still farther benumbed, and, perhaps, 
among snow and ice entirely freeze, I veered 
away from a downright polar direction, and shaped 
my course more to what, by analogy, might be 
called the temperate zone ; and here my volatile 
guide, no longer able to bear me aloft, dropped 
me at last on this terrific ball. 

Shall I say I did now freely breathe, and thus 
gradually recover my sinking spirits ? Surely this 
would be as far from truth as if I said, this was 
owing to delightful tepid breezes that with their 
welcome kisses fanned rny ardour afresh; never- 
theless, it is but too true, that I most eagerly 
called and sighed for them ; but they were either 
inexorable, or there were none in this fiery world. 
How, indeed, could I expect them to wanton in 
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such a planet, and, still more, in such a place as 
that where I now found myself; for when I in 
some degree reassumed courage to look around, 
well might I have wished myself again and again 
on the outskirts of this globe, nay, even many 
thousand furlongs farther. What was then the 
prospect around me ? Nothing but frowning bar- 
ren hills, without a sprig of vegetation, yet 
pierced at the bottom to let swarthy brawny 
toiling figures in and out, for it was amidst iron 
mines, and, oh, horror ! amidst Marsian iron 
mines, that thou, my giddy, heedless guide — oh, 
inconsiderate elf! hast now dropped me! Yes! 
here in a place where no one, even in January's 
most shivering days, would wish fur a moment 
to while, as it was crowded with innumerable 
furnaces, that blazed their glaring fierceness as 
so many incendiaries of the air around ; which 
besides, treraolated incessantly under the stroke 
of those sturdy Cyclops' hammers. Indeed, all 
around me looked so ruddy, so fiery, that, verily, 
I could fancy even the soil to be but a cinnabar 
paste, and the thereon living creatures really 
kneaded of the same stuff. Oh, ye ! who even the 
largest, stoutest, swarthiest Cybelean blacksmith 
have seen, do not fancy that he might serve for 
a prototype to these Marsian iron miners. What 
a weak, what a feeble, what a slim slender crea- 
ture would he appear at the side of these bulky, 
bony iron diggers, and iron f users! Indeed, I 
scarcely know how to delineate these rubicund 
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swarthy fellow-labourers in the trade of our 
earthly Thubalkains. Ah, bah! What fellows? 
They verily would scorn the companionship with 
such thread-boned, spare-moulded beings. Not 
that the Cybeleans, on a closer review, would 
have not only the decided, but the far over- 
matching advantage over the Marsian both in 
height and symmetry of shape. Yes ! let my 
countrymen have their due ; here was not one so 
tall, near so well-sized, much less so fairly fea- 
tured as any of terra's offsprings (dwarfs are 
misproductions, and therefore out of comparison), 
— but notwithstanding their lesser height,* there 
was something so robust and athletic, that what 
was indeed prodigiously wanting in stature, and 
most in fairness and agility, was yet compensated 
by something truly imposing, to me really ter- 
rible, and I believe would have been so to any 
one that, like myself, had farther seen how these 
sturdy, muscular, square formed bipeds whirled 
their ponderous hammers and pickaxes (or what 
else they might be called) to and fro, and up and 
down. See, only see, how massy their building ! 
How grim their countenances! how fierce their 
eyes ! How terror-dealing their looks ! above all, 
when accompanied with a stroke of their brawny 
high-lifted arms! How bulky their weapons! 

* It may not be approved that I apportion always the size 
of each planet dwellers to the size of their globe ; but who 
can furnish me the proper standard for their size and shape ! 



EXCURSION INTO THE PLANETS. 71 

how stunning their blows. Heavens ! cried I in- 
wardly, if these are the shapes of the temperate 
zones, what may then in the tropical climes their 
aspect be ? Blessed he the eyes that never such 
swarthy fiery figures encounter ! Ah, me ! I 
sighed, ah, me ! in what company am I now ! ! 
Oh, thou ! oh, thou ! my guardian angel, attend 
thou me here ; and, in a propitious moment, waft 
me soon safely from hence. Yet, since I am once 
here, let me first look closer at the scene around 
me. 

Behold then iron ore, and bars in abundance ; 
farther on, here and there, piles of various weapons 
and sundry shaped missile tools, — indeed it seemed 
truly Vulcan's domain. Now this sociability of 
the halting god with the once notorious intruder 
on his domestic peace, might indeed curious enough 
appear, if we not, here on earth, see also often 
the strangest associations and alliances of persons, 
who, for their own, and their families' credit, should 
keep wide asunder. Now here the slaughter-urg- 
ing god, , ever desirous to mow the living gene- 
rations in various ways down, knew not only the 
force of iron full well, but moreover, witnessed 
the superior skill of Cytherea's hobbling mate in 
the fabrication of the same, as by the framing of 
a certain confining cage, he verily had shown 
himself first artist of the iron craft. Thus, Mars 
believing him not only a clever swain, but withal 
of a yielding temper, whilst necessity gave more 
over, the spur to the alliance, or more properly 
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speaking, to such a partnership, when Vulcan, 
on his part, most probably, considered not only 
this gain, but also the renown he thereby might 
earn. Thus lust, both of profit, and of fame, 
prompted the ancient weapon master to continue 
his accustomed trade here in Mars' own dominion, 
under the firm Mars, Vulcan, and Co. 

This strange piece of intelligence, was by^iny 
fantastical conductor stolen from the Marsian ar- 
chives, where, he said, be found it under the 
rubrick of fabulous accounts of olden times; 1 
where, as he believes, lies also the original com- 
pact of this destructive firm. 

Gracious heaven ! all benevolent Creator! here 
We find now two massacre-promoting powers, for 
the destruction of thy creatures, closely united! 
Has thy paternal care no refuge, no relief for 
them? Alas, the affairs of this formidable firm, 
went always, and now, more prosperously than 
ever : and here, on the war god's own dominion, 
beyond measure. Did I not see the whole ground 
bestrewed with missile tools, even with prodigious 
guns ; one of them of most enormous size, was 
prized among them as a proof of most wondrous 
workmanship. Many, ay indeed a great crowd 
of people, came from various parts to admire this 
prodigy, standing, just like our terrestrial idlers 
around, and had, like them, their share of curi- 
osity, and an equal inclination for chit-chat. This 
suited my purpose, for as they went on explaining 
to one another, my imp was able to learn, and 
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then to tell me, that this was a composition of 
various guns, taken as trophies in the field, from 
the enemies ; and now converted into a monument 
of their eternal shame! as well as to the conquerors*, 
that is, their own perpetual exultation And hercf 
I could but observe, with what pleasure the Mar- 
sian populace, exactly as our own, boasted of their 
hero's deeds, just as if they themselves had been 
the performers. Yes! they would say, to our ever- 
lasting glory, this stupendous monument of our 
martial prowess, as also of our metallic skill, has 
been fabricated, in order, that it may this day, as 
the anniversary of our wondrous victory, be for the 
first time fired; — really it was curious to see how 
they all stood thus boasting there. 

Why? perhaps it was an admirable thing: but 
I being an earth-born creature, with all the ideas 
of our superiority in my head ; knowing by con- 
tinual repetition, that we terrestrials are, of all 
planetary beings, the most highly gifted, why? 
with these notions, early by education, by hourly 
discourse, by daily publications, in short by uni- 
versal opinion, imprinted on my mind, I could 
but look with pity and contempt on the pretend- 
ed masterpiece. 

But here it may be asked, how came the Mar- 
sians to avail themselves of Faustian, that is 
terrestrial, (I say infernal) invention? Faith I can- 
not tell. But, yes ! yes ! just now my sagacious 
elf comes to inform me, "that the use of guns 
had in their warlike clime, from time immemorial 

ft 
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been known; and that we would do much better 
n<Qt to boast of it, as of our own invention, because, 
on examination, it would prove not only a hellish 
device, but even a. diabolical theft." — " Now prove 
me this," I said, when he thus related. "As once 
Vulcan, in his smithy below, was manufacturing 
some of these destructive engines, one of the in- 
fernal imps, slily watching its progress, skipped 
with the stolen discovery up to Faust, and thus 
instructed him in the execrable craft. " — Now is not 
even here on earth, the story current, that Faust 
verily received such a visit; nay, that even Belial 
himself, was his master in this murdering science, 
so profitable for peopling the realms below? But 
my attention was now summoned to another point. 
Holla ! ye lovers of reviews, field-days, camps, 
and martial sights, do you hear the spirit-stirring 
sound? Then gather, gather here from all points 
of the compass together ; set every moveable foot, 
of man, horse, and every whirling wheel of vehicle 
in motion, and proceed, the sooner and the spee- 
dier you ever can, to the spot. But, presto! presto! 
you might be a jninute too late, think what a loss ! ! 
therefore, away! away! either on chariot or tum- 
bril, steed, nag, or ass ; every foot or engine to 
the important point directed. Above all, let the 
ladies be foremost in the train ; for well you 
know, nothing is so grateful to female eyes than 
a martial beau, and here are scores of them to be 
seen. Then stretch your necks, and strain your 
eyes, and thus revel in the exhibition. 
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As I thtis> for a moment, would transfer my 
mind from Mars into our sights and shows ena- 
moured world, ye heavens! the prospect before 
me chased soon all illusions, and bade me seriously 
consider where I was, verily in a situation where 
jests were quite out of season, which, presently, 
will be easily believed, when I now bring a host 
of such sturdy, ruddy forms, in martial accoutre- 
ments, and martial array, into view. Here was 
indeed a total change from Vulcan's smithy to 
Mars's camp. Ye powers ! what ranks of warriors 
were here seen. A different set of men, no doubt, 
yet ask me not were their pursuits more laudable, 
their deeds more generous? ask me not, were 
they the better beings ? for my judgment might 
not suit your taste. Do you not think anything 
martial, bold, and daring, constitutes a hero ? So 
let it be ; for I believe this is on earth the generally 
conceived idea; how dare I then all the world's 
opinion brave ? 

My readers will presently perceive that amongst 
this company, I found none of the Wellington 
stamp — oh, no ! on such mutable globes, they are 
not common, not all day's apparitions, such are 
rarely, and but rarely, perhaps only one of them, 
during a cluster of centuries seen ; and then indeed, 
as if designedly by merciful Providence, to his 
suffering creatures granted, in order to check a 
many-worlds-craving Alexander's career ; or to cap- 
tivate the slaughter and conquest-infatuated Na- 
poleon. ' Tis then, when such havoc-proud, hu- 

e 3 
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man-faced demons, ween the earth but bequeath- 
ed to them, and man's existence, property, and 
children but the dices dashed and scattered, 
in order to crush them, as their fancy lists. 'Tis 
then that their Creator, in alleviation to mankind's 
misery, endows one of their fellow beings, not 
only with superior skill, but with a higher-soaring, 
deeply penetrating mind,* meet for all emergencies, 
fit, not only for martial deeds, and martial fame ; 
as for this, we may find in the annals of terra's 
remotest ages, not only some equal, but even su- 
perior in warlike prowess — but point out to me the 
hero of higher transcendant fame, than the illus- 
trious warrior to whom I here allude — Yes ! him, 
the hero of Waterloo ! Did he not already see 
almost all Europe, save his own country, in the 

* Travelling some time ago with one of the 'Waterloo 
hero officers, and delighting at the opportunity that might be 
propitious for obtaining various particulars and anecdotes of 
the illustrious conqueror, I opened immediately my battery 
of thereto leading questions. But, besides this champion*! 
own morose character, he was moreover an Englishman, who 
did not believe himself obliged to spout at the beck of every 
traveller's request. Thus my hints remained unanswered ; 
perfectly undisturbed sat he. Not so my impatient self; eager 
to profit by the opportunity, I peremptorily said, surely, Sir, 
you might, at least, that is if you can, tell in what your 
generals forte lay 1 Thus, for his credit's sake, compelled to 
speak, he said, at last,— "It was that prompt and clear 
perception of all existing circumstances, that made him at 
once choose the proper means, time, and place for action, and 
that, with such apparent perfect tranquillity and composure 
of mind, as if he had already the pledge for victory in hand. 
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gripe of this mankind-despising despot, on whose 
approach all ruling powers dismayed, and shrink- 
ing bended the tottering knee, whilst tending the 
vassal-pledging hand ; when yet all the while, firm, 
undauntingly firm, and self-collected, he, the na- 
tion's honour, sole redeeming conqueror stood, and 
farther, on the restless despoiler's renewed essay, 
unawed, he leads again his valorous countrymen 
forward; in conscious might, he meets him; lays 
him effectually low ; then sends and confines him, 
for liis remaining days, to his solitary sea-girt rock, 
and the no longer trembling scared nations, see 
now not only their emperor's, kings and princes, 
on their thrones, and in their domains re-estab- 
lished; but the humble peasant beholds also no 
longer in his progeny the only to slaughter 
consigned conscript, but the future cultivator of 
his paternal glebe. All Europe turned thus from 
the once so despairing look into futurity, to the 
now sun beaming vista of renewed and lasting 
peace and bliss. And now point out to me, in 
the records of martial fame, point out to me, the 
hero, who after such performance retired, ay, and 
lived for years, in perfect privacy, never intrusive 
on public notice, yet ever intent, ever anxiously 
concerned for his country's weal, with thoughts 
and words, fraught with wisdom, and patriotic 
fervor, rule and advice suggesting. 

Name now, yes, name now to me his paragon; 
*y, you promptly bid me remember Grecian 
Epaminondas, and Roman Cincinnatus. Yes! yes! 
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let them stand forth, for such and but such, axe 
worthy to appear at his side, whilst one answer, 
relative to the Roman hero, will at once justify my 
question, and therefrom arising opinion, that this 
Roman is, in my estimation, no parallel for the 
British hero. Do we still live in times when 
Roman prowess, Roman probity, and Roman 
patriotism, is the standard for renown? I, for my 
part, see not the faintest glimmering of either, 
self is the universal idol, flashing forth in every 
individual's private sanctuary. But leaving even 
this unnoticed, yet place the two heroes now side 
by side ; Italy saved, and Europe delivered, where 
is the parallel? As to Epaminondas, he died in the 
field of glory, with all his honours blazing around 
him : the tested, the arduous trial, the practice of 
simple resigned life, was not tried by him. Man, 
spite his grovelling pursuits, seems yet always 
stimulated to ascendancy ; but never, oh never, to 
equilibrium: therefore I verily do believe, that 
the hardest, most difficult, and yet most laudable 
victory, is the triumph over one's self, particularly 
when all outward circumstances, ay propitious 
fortune too, smiles at our once entered course 
and proceedings. And, moreover, a so highly 
gifted person, could certainly not be so entirely 
blind to his own endowments, and therefore must 
be conscious of this superiority of mind, and the 
talents with which Nature yet seemed to have 
gifted him, purposely, for the performance of 
loftiest deeds, all this, seemingly, warranting the 
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career you adopted. When yet, after performing 
hardly credited exploits, you see him, uncon- 
cernedly, re-enter private life, not ad interim, and 
but for a few weeks or months, no! holding steadily 
"the noiseless tenor of his way!" to me it seems 
indeed heroically great, it seems marvellous. 

But I stay my remarks, conscious how totally I 
am unable to consider, estimate, and applaud 
this in terms worthy of the subject. 

Let me then, farther the proceedings of these 
Marsian warriors, describe, that you may qualify 
them with any proper title, that in conscience, or 
by prejudice, or custom, may be granted to them. 

What a throng of robust, fiery blades, stalked, 
strutted, and manoeuvred here along! whilst farther 
on stood some of their martial bands, just as if 
already mustered for the fight, all prompt, all 
eager for the onset. Their whole demeanour, pro- 
claimed their boast of a warrior's life; their eyes 
flashed, with ardour kindled, midst the clangor of 
aftns, havoc, and slaughter; their glory blazons 
but at the edge of their swords; their renown, 
but on the point of their spears; their valour in 
the subjection of their species: restless and untame- 
able they seemed. Ye Heavens! I tremblingly 
expected every moment, now the assault, and now 
the very havoc to begin. And, hark! with stentorian 
voice, the word of command is given, when now, 
lo and behold, they march indeed, at the sound 
of the drums, of which the rumbling, rattling roar, 
left an everlasting tattoo on my quite benumbed 
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hearing; and their fife's shrill squeaking note, 
quivers still in all the cavities of my brain. 

Terror, in its most hideously grimacing aspect, 
came now to seize forcibly upon me, when I saw 
their resolute strides, apparently fully directed 
towards the place where I in ambush lay. But 
most probably, they either did not perceive me, 
or were too eagerly on their marches and counter- 
marches intent, wheeling backward and forward, 
right and left, sideways, circling, and straight-ways, 
as those were perhaps their tactics, and field ex* 
ercises. If so or not, who can tell? not I, who 
quaking, kept my station behind a large pile of 
arms; whilst they, after some time, moved on 
towards a hill, on which an altar fiercely blazed. 
For sacrifice? for incense? perhaps for both, perhaps 
for neither; perhaps only for effect : in the fright, 
I was not able to learn, nor even cared to know; 
but below there was something like the facade of 
a temple, and to this their course was directed. 

As I wished to see for what this was intended, 
and also to observe the procession yet closer, I 
mustered up the last remaining spark of my 
courage, in order to advance yet nearer, though 
always sideling, and behind some screening bushes, 
or a heap of arms. And let me but confess, it was 
a mighty, almost too dazzling sight. There danced 
and quivered the sun beams, now on this, now on 
that spear ; now played, now glowed or shot its 
transient flashes, from this or that armour; now 
brisk and vivid, now scintillating, for it was their 
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steel that shone thus with such overpowering 
lustre, wrought as it was indeed with far more 
than terrestrial skill. Foremost, and that certainly 
in a most masterly manner, appeared the name of 
Mars, in a peculiar copper, or gold-like metal, 
embossed on. their exquisitely polished helmets; 
it sparkled, ah! what do I say, it blazed there 
forth more brilliantly than any thing that ever 
on earth was seen. Do not name the diamond, 
for this is, and can be only inserted in but small 
stones, though you bid me remember, the Pitt, 
Pigot, the great Portugal jewel, and other treasures 
of our sovereigns. Yet each of these rare pro- 
ductions would haply have furnished but one 
letter, and thus even not enough for one individual's 
helmet, whilst here it was blazing forth, in fire 
types, on thousands and thousands. Nor did it 
appear engraved, or enchased, but was most pro- 
bably embossed by an infusion, yet projecting 
perfectly smooth and transparent, like the finest 
crystal. To my thus unaccustomed visuals, it was 
indeed a sight quenching glory, really the prime 
specimens of earthly minerals seemed to me as 
but glow-worms, compared to the over-powering 
lustre of this host of dazzling gems. Sure I am, 
that no artist on earth, spite his best efforts, could 
produce anything alike, nay, even faintly resem- 
bling it. Now, my kind reader, there's no need 
for curling your lips so disdainfully at this, for I 
beg leave to whisper you, that, were you yet 
allowed to survey the various products of arts, and 
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science in other planets, you might find there 
skill and workmanship that would by far outshine 
Cyhele's most cunning craftsmen. This is one of 
the secrets with which my sprite just now in- 
trusted me ; and really, I am right willing to believe 
him. But I see, yes! I see, that you, for all this, 
will not give up your long-nurtured opinion, that 
we are nevertheless the cleverest creatures of 
all planetary atoms. Yet you certainly cannot 
presume, that in all these brilliant globes, so in 
mighty Jupiter, as even in dull Saturn, nay, verily 
in some of their satellites, minerals and ores, might 
be found to which the baubles of earth's gold 
and diamonds would hardly be considered as 
glittering dust, and be scorned at to wear such 
for ornaments on their persons, deriving their 
worth not from the bowels of their soil below, 
but from the influence and display of their indi- 
vidual intellectual powers. 

My guide bids me now to lend farther attention 
to the arena here in Mars before me, where these 
fierce darksome warriors, in all the insolence of 
pride, axe so dauntingly stalking along, death on 
their spears, and laurels on their brow : and say, 
is it not thus that warriors should be seen ? But 
laurels ? for what ? Why such is their boast, such 
the reward for the butchers of thousands of their 
species ! ! What anomalies are such associations ! ! 
Reason, surely here thy voice is hushed, as it can- 
not give approval to such an union. But let we 
now the steel-clad phalanxes proceed ; with frantic 
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wild Amazons on their sides, half-armour cased j 
half with fluttering garb,* whirling their spears 
aloft; astounding the air with Bacchanalian shouts 
and hymns, in honor of their slaughter god. 

These were followed by a still more human 
gentle tribe, who, though not enlisted as butchers 
for the field, were, nevertheless, Mars's trusty 
sturdy champions, as to him they brought con- 
tinually the trophies, reaped by the prowess of 
their brusing, maiming and crushing fists, that 
laid the eyes, noses, teeth, and, not seldom the 
lives, of their opponents as trophies at the war 
god's feet, — the Marsian ladies being frequently — 
if not abettors — yet spectators of such pugilist 
field days. These heroes of the boxing craft, 
could then not fail to honor the festive day and 
procession with their presence, when hardihood 
was the watchword for fame. 

Now halted the whole mass before the temple's 
facade, after manoeuvring round, to form their 
double, triple, ay, tenfold ranks. — What may now 

* Should then apparel and dress in Mars be found ? Why 
yes ! one might conclude that in a sphere which presents its 
poles enwrapt in snow, dullness must be sometimes felt, 
and thus the shivering creatures will naturally seek to cover 
themselves, either with skins, where butchery is in use, or 
with vegetable manufactures. I was not able to discover 
which of these were here employed, but judging by the 
character of the natives, I am inclined to believe it was skin ,. 
dyed in all possible colours; for it looked exceedingly 
gaudy, as the group passed along. 
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— I thought — what may now the catastrophe be T 
for verily I expected, if not a real, at least a 
sham fight. But no ! another — oh, another scene 
appeared. The ponderous gates of the temple 
were opened* What? temple you call it? Such 
its exterior seems to indicate, and thus, I believe 
they styled it. But to thee, my Creator ! to thee 
its worship was never directed. No! no! Fame 
was the goddess to whom it was dedicated ; this 
is the idol here adored. Now as the doors are 
opening, then hark ! oh, hark ! if you may, to the 
greetings shouted to the here enthroned deity — 
Hark, they begin. 

Huzza ! huzza ! To thee, to thee, all conquer- 
ing, all subduing Mars! Yes! Huzza! huzza! 
to thee we shout; to thee our jubilant hymns 
resound. Progenitor of heroes, on whose sword's 
point the fate of realms and their rulers quivers. 
Dread deity! thou in their affairs most awful 
intermeddler ! Appalled shrink the nations at thy 
approach ; ay, quaking are they listening, as with 
cymbal, fife and tambour, thy arrival is proclaimed 
by the boldly marching columns of our host ; by 
us, those even to death pledged and sworn exe- 
cutors of thy will ; yea, by us, in whose bosom 
thy inspiration flames ; and who thus are steeled 
with fierce contempt of danger and of death, 
whilst in our nervous arms thy prowess wields 
undauntingly the spear and the sword, these thy 
harvest reaping tools, which mow the streaming 
hecatombs, that by us, thy bounden vassals, are 
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continually on thy altar laid. It is but in thy 
renown, it is but in thy glory, our joys are living; 
this, this prompts us ever to fight, that is to con- 
quer: yes! in thy might all irresistible, we rush 
to battle and to slaughter, wresting the victory 
from the foe. Hear and accept this here-renewed 
solemn vow, of this to thee joyfully pledged al- 
legiance, by us thy never wavering, but even unto 
death, truly-sworn liege subjects. 

The shout which followed, vibrated most pain- 
fully through my every nerve, nay, run thrilling 
through the very marrow of my bones, not only 
on account of the overbearing stunning noise, 
produced by the utmost exertions and combina- 
tions of thousands of such capacious brazen tuned 
and overstrained voices, whose vociferous howl 
overmatched our hustings' every roar ; but far 
more, on consideration of the renewed oath's 
effect on thousands and thousands of unfortunate 
beings. 

But was the text of the hymn heart-wringing ; 
was the roar of the applause all senses benumbing ; 
what was the sight of the temple's interior before 
me? was it not soul killing? Oh! that I ever 
looked ! Ah, that I ever — ah woe ! that I still 
must remember it, and ever with this echo in my 
soul, 'tis but too true — 'tis but too true a picture ! 
Why ? why did I then espy the horrors of this 
temple? To me, it looked indeed like an un- 
fathomable abyss, engorging human lives ; a gasp- 
ing gulf, where generations after generations 
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are swallowed. Oh it was not illumined by the 
sun's benevolent smiles, no ! no ! it was but the 
flare of torches ; 'twas but the flash of guns and 
cannons, all, all kindled at war's roaring bonfire, 
which the first manslayer lit with a firebrand 
snatched from the furnace of hell; now blazing 
comet-like, ruddy, bloody, ghastly bright. Drums, 
fifes, volleys of discharging guns, mingled with 
halloos, laughter, bravos and vivats, composed al- 
together the infernal orchestra here. Heavens! 
I expected each moment the tremendous burst of 
their trophy gun, but most probably some acci- 
dent prevented the appalling crash, and thus pre- 
served me the benefit of my tympan for some 
farther use. 

Yet lo! and behold, within the temple there 
stands the image of their deity, the form of mighty 
Mars, prodigious, large and grand. You say, un- 
doubtedly, in gold and curious iron workmanship; 
so might it well have been ; whilst yet to my be- 
wildered mind, appeared but one portentous arm 
wielding with merciless fury a tremendous sword, 
that momentarily laid thus scores of fathers and 
young hopes of families into dust. Oh there, you 
amateurs of contrast, there you may see it in the 
most striking extremes. Here in the foreground, 
not only all those armour-cased, spear-bristled, 
and of course, death-and-calamity-dealing squad- 
rons; but also, wildly fantastic capering Baccha- 
nalians, with quivering feet and grimacing arms ; 
in maniac posture, single or entwined with others, 
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'twixt thrill of fifes, and dang of trumpets and 
clarions, shouting their roundelays, and scattering 
impudent looks around* Now in the perspective* 
what do you see there? but martial woe, by 
crippled, mutilated limping figures ; haply heroi- 
cally endured : but deeply, deeply felt, by kneel- 
ing widows, by wretched orphans, bent with des- 
pair to the ground ; wringing in hopeless misery 
their vainly help-imploring hands ; agony in their 
very look ; and in their every sigh despair, sent 
to the quivering lips by the heart-tearing grief; 
witness alike the overflowing gush from eyes by 
dire affliction dimmed. Such was the vista here 
presented to my mind. 

But the far most conspicuous object in the fore- 
ground was the living figure of one, now beyond 
all former warriors renowned destroyer of his spe- 
cies ; who seemed absolutely as if existing only for 
the purpose of decimating his fellow race, which 
he yet holds in utmost contempt, believing the pre- 
sent existing generations but as purposely born 
and breathing for the completion of his schemes. 
Verily, in the arrogance of his ambition, he had 
dared to declare, that he should annually content 
himself with twenty thousand disposeable lives ! 
Tet oh ! and alas ! how many thousands of wretch- 
ed, bootless wailing families can woefully attest, 
how far the victims, slain by him, and for him, 
have exceeded this number ; for in his contempt for 
the creatures of his own stamp, he considers the 
already slaughtered heaps of them but as the foun- 
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dation, and the yet living, as the materials for 
the summit of the monument that is to eternize 
his fame. But, well may you say, perfectly right 
is he to despise such parasites, who, though brave 
fighters, will yet nevertheless stoop and bend their 
necks to be thus trodden upon. There is indeed 
a kind of ruddy halo about him, which, reflecting 
on the beholders, does readily fascinate them; 
who then, and above all, those of his own nation, 
fancy themselves also resplendent with honor and 
fame, and thus, like all passing, that is short-sighted 
creatures, are only dazzled by the momentary glare 
of what they call their glory, unmindful of others, 
or future woes; though effects of their present 
celebrity. I believe they call him Celofulminus, 
and his father, Araxupanthus ; but the idolaters 
of him and his deeds, scorn at the simplicity of 
those that can suppose such an extraordinary being 
to be of mortal extraction. And now we find that 
even in Mars, where one would least expect it, 
they deal in fiction, giving a fabulous, that is a su- 
pernatural, origin to their hero, presenting him as 
the offspring of Mars ; as at least my spark would 
relate it. 

Now the Greeks, and we, their eternal imitators, 
(knowing nothing better) — the Greeks, and we, 
place Mars not only in heaven, but even among 
the second-rate gods; but the tribes of this orb, 
having, most probably, of him and his genealogy, 
proceedings and taste, much better intelligence 
than the Hellens and even ourselves could have, 
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these martial natives assign him here, as we see, his 
residence but in the lower regions ; and indeed as a 
far more fitting place. It may also be, that since 
his partnership with Vulcan, he is obliged to pay 
now and then a visit to his counting-house, at 
Vulcan's smithy below ; giving new orders, or ad- 
judging the balance over a bumper of nectar, 
pledging his sooty partner, and shouting Vivat 
Vulcan, Mars & Co. 

But this is the account my flighty scout con- 
veyed to me of their opinion, relative to their 
hero's birth. 

- Once for a time, and a miraculous time it was, 
the slaughter god seemed for a while dozing ; but 
presently, as from drowziness awaking, he sur- 
veyed the scanty score of his tribute. And then, 
oh, ye saving powers ! in what a high, in what a 
foaming rage went the blood-craving deity to him, 
these means furnishing partners crying, ' S death ! 
our trade is sinking into utter nullity : all creation 
seems slack and turbid. In former times, there 
etarted yet some, by my spirit inspired, heroes; 
the one* in earlier ages went forth in the South, 
and returned with more than a dozen conquered 
kings harnessed to his car : another,-^ after him, 
pushing his victories still farther in the East, driv- 
ing all before him : wherefore we must pass him, 
his arrogance, in presuming on our relationship, 
as if he were Jupiter's offspring. Need I farther 

• Sesostris. f Alexander. 
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mention the slaughter proud nation* and their 
triumphs in their thousands of scores they yielded 
to me. In aftertimes, my two brave barbarians, 
one in the West,f the other in the East,J were 
but checked in their glorious career, the last by 
the blustering Euros, and his herald winter ; whilst 
the other was unmanned by women and wine. 
Since then, had it not been for some harvest reaped 
by the oriental despots§ from their enemies in 
the West, our affairs, and of consequence our 
revenue, seemed to utter ruin tending, although 
there were feuds, assassinations and strife against 
each other plenty and enough. But pho! who 
would care for such a paltry income of but a few 
hundred at a time. Had it, however, depended 
on the will of a late ambitious sire and his son(| 
they would have stored my treasure with inces- 
sant tribute of human lives: but constantly check- 
ed, as they were, they had not — spite their ardent 
craving, and the eager promptitude of their sub- 
jects, they had not the desired success. And now, 
ah now! the tribute comes only by some paltry 
scores ; and even that seldom. " Alas !" sighed 
Vulcan, " what is to be done ?" — " I have yet a 
remedy," replied Mars, after some pause — " yes ! 
I have yet a remedy; — a mighty warrior, after 
my own stamp, shall spring out of my loins; 
and him 1*11 set ruler over that nation that so 

• The Romans. f Attila. J Timour 

§ The Turks. || Louis quatorze et Quinze. 
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willingly would cover itself with glory, on my be. 
half." Hem ! hem ! muttered the halting deity — 
if all your progeny resembles your first-born in 
size and capacity, then, verily then, all in the field 
must bend before you. The main rage of the battle 
prompter allowed not his limping partner to finish 
his remark ; he cried in a boiling fury, " hold ! 
hold ! you defamer of my brilliant champion ? Is 
not he a warrior? not he a conqueror? Is there 
not ever an encounter, wherever he appears ? Are 
not his darts for ever flying." — " Mischief, and more 
than enough," replied Venus' sooty swain — yes! 
this I grant, to mischief he owes his very birth, which 
is perhaps also the cause of his being not able to 
enlarge his size, and therefore, being condemned to 
remain for ever in his baby state." Now here the 
wrath of Mars became unbounded, and those for 
man's woe plodding gods, were just coming to fisti- 
cuffs, when certainly nothing less than the dissolu- 
tion of the partnership could be expected. But, as is 
always the case, the head passion gets the better 
over all other considerations; so here the eager- 
ness for tribute could not well be satisfied without 
Vulcan's assistance : and thus necessity gave again 
consent to the half-cracked, very nearly shattered 
compact of V., M. and Co. ; though conditionally, 
on Vulcan's promise to work with all his cyclops, 
and his own might, with more than usual vigor 
and skill, on stores of destructive engines. The 
master-smith in return, gave the woe-plodding god 
the wholesome advice, not to rove in quest of 
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beauty, but let a stout elderly matron his hero's 
mother be. And let any one deny that his off- 
spring had not in all and every way the stamp of 
his father's character, as much as even more civil- 
ized eras could warrant him to show. Was not 
the field his highest solace? Was not conquest 
his unceasing aim ? blood and slaughter the stamp 
of his reign ? 

Here I checked the impudently imposing elf, 
saying, "why, you daring trickster, here you 
brought me the whole story, how the destructive 
fiend went on on our own globe." With the most 
provoking sneer, and the most insulting laugh, he 
returned, " Eh ! could then the Cybelean chroni- 
cles also record such feats of slaughter and havoc, 
as, it is hoped, cannot be well surpassed in any 
other planetary sphere ? for otherwise the ox bs of 
our system might soon be found tenantless, since 
even in Mars I could not find anything more mer- 
ciless, I therefore substituted this." Indignant at 
his shameless audacity, and yet, convinced of the 
justness of his remarks, I could but advice him, 
that when speaking of terrestrial affairs, he should 
always speak with more deference. Meanwhile, 
I could however not fail to observe, how soon 
Cain, man's first offspring, gave the proof of their 
murderous propensity, which propagating and 
increasing, became presently the ruling passion 
for glory ; and anon, the valiant hunters before the 
Lord are extolled. And thus it went on from 
generation to generation, and throughout every 
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nation : none is so highly applauded as those 
that massacred or enslaved the largest portion of 
mankind. Do not the instructors of our youth 
recommend always the Romans to our admiration, 
as a superior order of human beings ? Now that 
was certainly the opinion they had of themselves : 
but our judgment of this people is always biassed 
before we are told of their deeds ; and this at an 
age when we cannot, and mostly are not allowed 
to judge for ourselves. This then becomes one of 
those early prepossessions of which the mind can 
hardly, perhaps never, divest itself; and Roman 
valour, Roman prowess, becomes the standard by 
which we measure the fame of great men. Now 
what is for an unprejudiced mind — what is the 
real character of this so much exalted and over- 
valued race ? Was not Mars their reputed, their 
boasted-off progenitor? At the foundation of 
their city, ten vultures appeared to Remus; and 
double that number to Romulus ; these were con- 
sidered as augurs of their future greatness — nay, 
let us call things by their right names — these were 
portents of their future rapacity, of their future 
continual eagerness to destroy mankind, and then 
in triumph to celebrate their success in this.* 
Here I see innumerable hands lifted up to threaten 
me with deadly vengeance, for this with bias- 

* At Trajan's Darien triumph eleven thousand beasts, and 
ten thousand gladiators were killed. Such were their re- 
joicings ! ! ! 
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phemous language, unhallowing the long sancti- 
fied Roman excellence. Well then, had we not a 
complete picture in the lately over Europe career- 
ing warrior ; though he was not yet quite so des- 
tructive as the Numantine Scipio ; yet, surely a 
hero of Roman stamp was he. Bow then, bow down 
your knee, ye idolizers of the destroyers of your 
brethren; though the widow's and orphan's woe 
will, in your consideration, in no manner dim the 
glare of the halo round your conqueror's brow. 

As for me, my heart failed me now here; I 
would not gaze, — no ! I could gaze no more ; I had 
indeed been too long, and too deeply absorbed in 
the scene before me, and those therewith con- 
nected reflections ; even so much, that I took no 
notice of the fast approaching tremendous spots 
that are so appalling in Mars's atmosphere floating, 
and which gave now the sky and the air an unto me 
truly dreadful appearance. Finding, besides, the 
effect of the dense ruddy air acting most oppres- 
sively on my lungs, I judged it high time. to 
shorten my visit. Yet, though I wished some 
moments longer here to tarry, still would I shift 
my view to another point, in order to observe 
what might these ruddy fierce tribes' daily occu- 
pation be. What but the practice of arms ? What 
but martial exercises? Inventing, forging, polish- 
ing ; using their weapons ; be it for the joust, or 
for the battle : and next the care of the warsteed, 
or of the race horse: for races may yet diversify 
the time. 
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And faith! was there not, on yonder distant 
plain, round a vast circular spot, a prodigious 
crowd assembled? Yes! yes! I cannot doubt, 
there was such a feast ibr the idle prepared, to the 
joy or ruin, for either the gazing or betting spec- 
tator : yet I was too far to distinguish the colour, 
size or strength, either of the horses, or of the 
jockeys; and, of course, I could not hear to what 
amount the highest stakes arose* This, I believe, 
is rather a lucky miss; as, if it was know* to 
wfcat enormous amount-^-as my winged elf would 
tell me — to what enormous amount the Marsian 
bets were made — it might raise the stakes here 
below beyond all former runs, in order not to 
be outbidden by these ruddy bettors at their 
ring above. 

But hunting is the warriors more relished sport: 
it reminds them of their pursuing, overtaking 
and slaughtering feats. Those then, I saw, they 
allow for their pastime; thus they go, accom- 
panied by their bold Amazons, all fiercely vigor- 
ous, with lances and spears for the chase arrayed. 
Such, and but such are their pursuits ; scorn on 
their lips, and lightning from their eyes, would 
blast the mere suggestions of any sluggish toil, 
or plodding thraldom. No ! restless, and for ever 
on the scent — besides the field butchery of their 
own kind, for cruelty their hands are ever ready ; 
deeming the whole creation as but made for them ; 
not only for their use, but for their sport ; clip- 
ping and mutilating any living creatures in various 
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ways, seems almost their amusement. Thus de- 
priving some of their tails ; some of their wings, 
ay, also of their liberty, by confining animals, 
formed and accustomed to xange the whole at- 
mosphere at large, yet shutting them up in cages, 
scarce a foot square : yoking others, and restrain- 
ing them in irksome, though oil glittering harness; 
rewarding them for their rendered service, not 
seldom with scanty food, ay, even with blows 
and stripes. Besides the daily slaughter of these 
animals, whose blood they readily quaff, and whose 
members they voraciously devour. 

Oh ! 'twas too much ! Flayed my imagination 
here the coward? Methinks, I cannot deny it; 
as longer, no ! longer I here could not abide ; for 
strife seemed every moment on tiptoe, watching 
with lynx's eye the fit moment to rush forth. 
What would it have been had they discovered me, 
making this unsolicited intrusion on their pre- 
mises. — Nay, was it effect of fear, or was it yet 
reality. I thought that one of their Amazons 
pointed me out to their hunters ; and verily I 
believed to see them turn, with blasting anger in 
their looks, to the point where I with my goblin 
was loitering; nay, indeed, I believed to see them 
grasping their weapons, in order to inflict due 
punishment on me for my audacious folly, that 
ventured to peep into their formidable orb. But 
loi my brightly coloured guide was no sooner 
aware of the danger that was to rush upon me, 
and, of course alike upon him, than he quickly 
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whisked away with me, soaring aloft, in order to 
take refuge, alti-ruling mighty Jupiter, in thy vast, 
and apparently friendly, domains. But if thy splen- 
did abode in the heavens seems vast and grand, 
seems immense indeed, so seems also the flight 
into thy sunlike glowing mansion an almost hope- 
less attempt, seems even a flight through endless 
void, a sailing on a shoreless ocean. 



Thus midst long and vigorous efforts foremost 
struggling, and constantly applying the phial of 
fervor to my waning courage, even that would 
nevertheless rapidly, ay, visibly slacken. Alarmed 
at this, my ever-vigilant guide asked me, if sloth and 
cowardice did, or could ever satisfy the thirst for 
knowledge ? Abashed at this home-striking ques- 
tion, I again mustered up all and every energy by 
Providence ever granted me ; and not long after 
bounced upon one of those lately discovered int 
fant planets, which, by favor of Cybelean liberaU 
ity, are now titled and addressed as matron godf- 
desses of olim times, videlicit f 

> 

.4 

PALLAS, CERES, JUNO, AND VESTA, ! 

which yet as species of celestial orbs, although of 
a rather ambiguous extraction are, in toto, corny 
monly called ^ 
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ASTEROIDES, 

for are they not considered as parcels of a once 
shattered sphere, and now into four properly 
divided orbs restored. This most extraordinary 
occurrence in the planetary world, happened — 
according to the astronomer Olber's opinion, 
about the third or fourth of our earth's generation, 
(as geologists will these her various metamorphoses 
by her several strata and fossils prove.) 

But now I am utterly unable to tell on which 
of the four so wondrous — and yet so neatly divided 
parcels, I had just alighted, as my spark merely 
noticed that our landing had been on the territory 
of one of the dwarf planets, which our astronomers 
had given in lease to four antiquated divinities, 
namely, to Vesta, Juno, Ceres and Pallas. " Nay 
imp," said I, « here your memory is surely in 
fault; did they really place that high imperial 
dame, the sister and the wife of omni-domineering 
Jove — did they really settle her on such a wee 
ball, and among such inferior, yet such holy, 
from her in character, so totally differing com- 
pany? What? that imperious queen, whom to 
rule the sovereign lord, ay, the thunderer him- 
self, was scarce potent enough ; to let that high 
controlling matron dwindle and shrink into such 
a shabby parcel of scarce connected matter, not 
even in the wide aerial ocean visible to naked 
eyes. Let your fancy place her but for a moment 
at the side of her lord's prodigious bulk, and then 
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see what a contemptible fragment, even near one 
of his least satellites she would appear. So times, 
alas ! may change, that verily the pre-eminent of 
celestial queens must be well content, if but to 
get a place among subaltern deities, and thus, 
after all, be obliged to astronomers for reviving 
her name, and by their bounty get an abode as- 
signed, though with such degrading rank. But 
then, Mrs. Juno ! do not some suppose, that thou 
wert the original planet, from which the others, 
only by violent concussion — (oh so like thy fury !) 
have been dashed, and that thou alone, as the 
original remnant, keepest thy sphere free from 
the nebulous halo that surrounds the others, 
although the reddish colour — (another token of 
thy temper,) varies considerably in its brilliancy. 
Well! — if yet, now more than six thousand years 
ago, such thy state had been, then indeed thy 
place in the solar circle would have been right 
properly after thy lord's: I can well fancy how 
proudly, perhaps gorgeously splendid, thou wouldst 
have through the heavens careered: though I 
hear others conjecture, that thou wert only the 
bursted sphere's satellite, thus making thee even 
an attendant on others. 

As to Pallas, I would have assigned her our 
terra, as the most suitable domain ; presuming that 
Cybele, in her old age, would not care to exchange, 
nay even, gladly would consign her now every 
day more turbulent becoming subjects, to a more 
stern and imposing ruler, (query,) would they 

f 3 
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obey Minerva's dictates? pshaw! they have a wis- 
dom of their own, say, will not this suffice. 

But my intention was to rove from one planet 
to the other, in order to discover firsts whether 
they were indeed transformed into small, compact, 
substantial globes, or rather in the lunar fashion, 
merely into unsightly bulks of rugged shreds and 
patches, yet still in matter, greatly resembling 
each other; and. thus to ascertain by what right 
our astronomers may present these dwarf planets 
as .fragments of a former globe; for surely, the 
idea of spHt and torn planets.is f a truly novel one ; 
was it their proximity that suggested such an 
idea? though we see associations of clusters of 
stars, and even satellites, around their ruling orbs 
circulating; whilst others, not giving their consent 
to such a pseudo origin, will give them a similar, 
though later creation, with the other planets; be 
they ejections from the sun, as Buffon would fancy, 
or *as. Herschel would conclude, formed of pla- 
netary nebulas, or even as before surmised, deem 
them just condensed comets. Was it, perhaps, 
the very state of our earth that engendered the 
Asteroides such an extraordinary birth in some 
men's conjecturing brains? Really, the survey of 
her shell, might have furnished the idea of such 
an explosion. 

Let us then see whether the state of our earth's 
bowels might really such misgivings warrant. We 
are certainly told, that the fire of her originary 
comet is as yet, not extinct, as the almost ignited 
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soil of the Mediterranean, South American, and 
South Asiatic shores, will sufficiently show, which, 
besides more than two hundred on sea and land- 
flaming craters, and many other spouting chinks, 
may fully attest; so that it only wanted to widen 
the cracks, and then let their parcels take their 
ethereal course, and place themselves as chance 
and the inherent substance might allow. Yet may 
the saving powers forfend that such disastrous fate 
should ever Cybele's destiny be. 

But the next purpose for my intended survey, 
was to ascertain whether a period of six thousand 
years might be long enough for such an orb's 
complete regeneration in vegetal and animal pro- 
ducts, similar and analogical in its different par- 
titions, though, perhaps on a reduced scale, yet 
bearing affinity to their ante race. No! no! I 
cried presently, another atmosphere, another cli- 
mate, seasons and gravitation, must operate differ- 
ently, and exhibit in each its peculiar prospect, and 
no doubt, varying specimens, produced by such 
altered agents. Do not astronomers even conclude 
that verily giants might exist on Vesta's wee ball; 
which, having but eighty miles in circumference, 
might thus be well in a fortnight bestridden. Now 
in these my projected rambles, I might then have 
ascertained not only this, but also whether Vesta's 
altars were yet again blazing, and in a skip over to 
Ceres, might have, perhaps, among her corn-fields 
promenaded, and seen whether her harvest-nights 
are illumined by the two moons, which, by some 
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persons' liberality for this purpose, have been 
granted her; though it is impossible to guess 
what kind of fairy lent him her telescope to 
discover them. 

But, fancy, enough, and more than enough, have 
thy eccentric rovings on these tiny quadruple orbs 
already been — thus then, adieu ! Asteroides! adieu! 
whilst I yet would try to scribble a memorandum 
of the date of my visit here on the rock where I 
all this while had been clinging; but, ah! at the 
first endeavouring stroke of my chisel, an adverse 
current of air blew me off, and away ! 



Though I now might have been thoroughly 
convinced of my utter incapacity for a farther 
essor into the planetary realms, yet how foolishly, 
indeed how ungrateful to my spark, and even cruel 
to myself, would such a halt, at mid-career have 
been. Thus once more comforting and cheering my 
mind with the anticipation of the stupendous 
wonders of our GOD'S creation, no doubt even 
more conspicuously in Jupiter's glorious sphere 
displayed, I again resumed my flight: but it 
would tire patience, if I told how often I longed 
for a good draught from one of those breathing 
bottles, for which the patent lies yet uncalled for 
at No. 2 in the lunar magazine; whilst yet my 
goblin pointed continually to the magnificent orb 
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that beamed in all its prime planetary lustre before 
ns. And who would be content to gaze, and 
admire the outward pomp, splendid though it is, 
when having yet at your service the usher, not 
only for entrance, but even for a cicisbeo, fit and 
able to point out to you what possibly might be 
surveyed. Thus then on we wafted, and thus 
finally, I was landed on 



JUPITER'S 

gigantic abode. When fear and dismay had seized 
me in Mars, wonder and admiration took now by 
turns, hold of all my soul. I tried to enlarge my 
eyes; I strove to expand my intellects, and to shape 
them in some degree to the objects before me. 
Vain efforts! of an atom to encompass immensity! 
How grand! yet how beautiful, when even at a 
distance viewed! The orb itself, how stupendously 
large, seventy-nine thousand miles in diameter, 
nearly in bulk the earth one thousand times ex- 
ceeding; girded with belts, so strange, so awful to 
me! and moreover attended by four satellites, 
in dimensions, one of them, by a third larger than 
our moon. Little men of terra, do you mark this > 
oh how your slender matter dwindles into such 
insignificance, at the view of the comparative bulk 
of the planet monarch! awfully I gazed; timidly I 
questioned, — durst I approach? might I really at- 
tempt? Yes, I did. Boldly indeed did I venture? 
for though I judged my poor weak intellects in 
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no manner apportionate to the trial, yet I longed, 
ardently longed to get, were it ever so distant, a 
glance at what such a giant race, for such and no 
other I conjectured them to be ; well then, what 
such large, such mighty beings, what they possibly 
might pursue, and in what manner their portion 
of existence might be spent. 

Concluding that my pigmy size would pass 
quite unnoticed, I took courage for a nearer view, 
yet still, for better observation, sought, as in Venus, 
the forest's protecting shade. Forest, did I say? 
so a Cybelean, like myself, might well call, what 
in Jove's territory was but a single tree, or even, 
a very large shrub, whilst I yet could, with all 
possible convenience, walk upon its branches, and 
under the leaves — ay, you think perhaps, of those 
Indian fig-leaves of which our primitive parents 
made their first toilette; but to me they appeared, 
and served like awnings, under which I hoped to 
find a most comfortable shelter, so that from thence 
I might take a wide survey over the plain before 
me. Bah! the foolish mind! that seemed to range 
over a Jovian tract with comparatively less than 
Liliputian eyes! Could ever terrestrial sight en- 
compass even Europe in a glance ? Vain attempt! 
Yet still to observe the objects before me, I des- 
cended half-way from my altitude, that is, from 
the top of the tree or shrub, down to its mid- 
region, from whence 

But lo! scarcely had I begun to advance, when 
I was authoritatively checked in my career, by an 
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awfully imposing voice, crying, "hold! hold! and 
consider, where thou art, and what thou art?" 
Ah! let me first know, who thou art? I meant to 
say, but was awed into respectful submission, when 
glancing on the majestic form of the enquirer, and 
still more, on the radiance streaming eye, beaming 
over that severe stern countenance, before which 
my , ever so bold and daring conductor hung 
bashfully back, deeming himself not much better 
than gossamer web. The voice, and the voice of 
Reason it was, which thus continued, " You wee 
terrestrial thing, what art thou seeking here ? say, 
what art thou seeking here ? " In scarce audible 
voice, I replied, " 1 wish for knowledge and grati- 
fication." Here I will not describe the contemp- 
tible, the scornful look, that gave the answer; and 
then, after some pause, raised the imposing voice, 
once more, to add farther, an " imperceptible speck 
as you are here, on this glorious orb, do you 
really mean to survey it, you nullity! what? with 
earth-framed members you intend to move, and 
inspect the Jovian soil! with eyes comparatively 
less than a mole's, to survey the products of such a 
globe! and still more its inhabitants! I need not 
question your intellects, your visit here is proof 
sufficient of your judgment's lamentable deficiency. 
Yet go to, ay, go to, it might perhaps, give a 
wholesome check to the presumptive opinion you 
Cybeleans ever have of your superiority in the 
scale of creation, when even here you will rapidly 
dwindle down from your imagined height ; n and 

f 5 
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these reproaches, and their fully convincing 
truth on my mind, he left me. 

Thus mortified and deeply dejected, I stood ox 
rather hung down ; my fantastical sprite half hid, 
playing prismaticaUy behind some leaves; whilst 
he had well noticed what was passing between 
the transitory visitor, and me : yet, notwithstanding 
this, he seemed evidently wishing to lure me into 
some new trials. 1 did however, not so soon/ 
recover from the appalling reproof, remembering 
in the same time, in what supreme contempt I 
held the little moon men, which yet, proportionably 
to me and the Jovian race, were comparatively 
more than giants in body and mind. That moment, 
I must confess, all pride of terrestrial grandeur 
and skill seemed positive madness to me: I felt 
absolutely as annihilated. 

The first thing that again my attention excited, 
was that most glorious, most brilliant light, that 
beamed around me. I then beckoned my flippant 
conductor to approach, and then summoned him 
to admire, with me, that splendid flood of beams 
that here the atmosphere illumined; adding, that 
I should no longer wonder at the transcendant 
lustre that makes this orb so eminently conspi- 
cuous amongst the host of stars. Umph! umph! 
thus the impudent elf for awhile went on, then 
dauntingly asked me, to what I attributed this? 
" What a question?" would I soon in return de- 
mand, "to what else but to the sun's reflection on 
the planet." — " Nay," sneered he, "do not yeu by 
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analogy compare the action of the sun with that of 
your terrestrial fire, the light and heat of which, 
diminishes as the distance increases; by which 
theory, you make the sun in Jovian climes appear 
fifty-two times less, and thus, proportionable to 
your calculations, as much defective in his action 
of light and heat; which is indeed* measuring the 
Creator's power and wisdom at the standard of 
your confined intellects. And whilst you fancy 
yourselves to be placed in the most eligible situ- 
ation of the solar system, you thus, according to 
any planet's vicinity, or distance from the sun, roast 
its nearest, and freeze its farthest dwellers! when 
yet, for example, the orb of Jupiter, with its 
perhaps superior transparent atmosphere, and high 
calorific soil, would not unlikely be unfit to bear 
the heat and the light of your globe, though you 
will not allow its natives to enjoy even, this, but 
only in a fifty-two diminished degree, and that 
only for ten hours. Oh! "cried farther the now 
emboldened sprite, with still more animated glee, 
"considering all the various ways the Great Archi- 
tect of the universe, in might and glory eve^y where 
displays, how dare you set up your earth as the 
pattern for all ? when you yet see this so splendidly 
radiant orb, sending its reflecting beams through 
the space of nearly five hundred millions* to you." 
I had for awhile no wish to reply, at this saucy 
presumptive elfs daring impudence; yet durst I 

• 494,990,675 Miles. 
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allow him to prate any longer? No! therefore I 
begun at last thus to address him. " You flimsy 
futile goblin you, what? you to assume the autho- 
rity of reason, even in a tone of reproach! and is 
this verily ventured by such a flighty spark as you ; 
And you really think I should bear it from you, 
who becomes, even by this, still more ridiculous 
than you already are. Take but a proper glance 
at yourself, and you'll soon perceive how strangely 
your speech and your garb are matched. " 

Then, good -bye," said he, and flitted away. — 
Nay, do not leave me, do not leave me," would I 
then cry after him, " do not leave me, do. not leave 
me, for in some way or other T will, and must posi- 
tively see what kind of beings are here existing." 
— " Well," replied he, " be courtesy then again re- 
stored between us— else" — "And what then?" I 
asked. — " What else ?" asked he, — " then my final 
leave." " No, not yet," said I, — "stay yet a little 
while, that we may take together a farther glance 
on this prodigious globe." — "Ah," interrupted he, 
"where, no doubt, you expect the prime creatures 
to be bipeds, this being your own, and thus, of 
course, the most eligible shape; and therefore the 
prominent figure in the creation; reason sufficient 
to bestow it always in preference on angels and su- 
perior creatures, decidedly because it is your own ; 
although the feathered tribes claim the primitive 
patent; and monkeys and kangaroos plead also their 
licences: yet, it being your own, establishes its pre- 
ference above all others."— "Eh !" asked I, "is that 



EXCURSION INTO THE PLANETS. 109 

the way you mend your manners? Are you not 
even more impudent than before? — But say under 
what other shape were it more suitable to represent 
the rational creature of other spheres? since we have 
not the least idea under what different forms the 
animal creation might there exist. With us, the 
horse is certainly, after man, considered as the 
noblest creature, though others think the rapacious 
eagle, or the lion, show themselves more like mo- 
narchs of the animal tribes; whilst the generous 
horse groans yet in servitude. Thus then I would 
give the elephant the decided preference, whatever 
his figure in our estimation may be." — To this the 
sprite agreed; yet observing his being not carnivor- 
ous and thus not cruel, might yet not make him for- 
midable enough for the maintenance of absolute do- 
minion, though one should think superior intellect 
had the fairer claim to predominant rule over the 
others. Yes! this, of course, is granted: whilst to my 
eccentric fancy, it seems not at all unlikely that 
among the beings of the millionary worlds, ideas, 
taste and judgment may be very different from 
each other, and particularly from our own; so that 
to sonie, by earth-dweller's deemed unsightly 
forms, not only the preference might be given, but 
when endowed with superior power of intellect, 
such might even be the ruling race. — "Still for 
me," said the elf, "for me as being nursed in 
earthly prejudices, it revolts me to imagine such, 
as for example eagles, (though he be a biped,) or 
lions, to domineer on this glorious orb. And/' 
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would he farther say " take heed, and keep well 
in mind, that this globe is fourteen or fifteen 
hundred times bigger than yours, for though the 
living creatures as we already on Vesta observed, 
are not everywhere apportioned to the size of their 
globe, yet, this being, for want of better informa- 
tion, our surmise, then, I ask you, whether your 
wee eyes could well the figure of a Jovian eagle 
survey?" — A long pause. — "Well/* resumed the 
imp at last, "reluctant as I am to reduce these glo- 
rious Jovian beings, still for your gratification I 
will yet apply my transmitting power for this pur- 
pose. — Take then this magical glass; it shall have 
on your mind the contrary effect of your Cybelean 
microscopes ! so as those may enlarge the objects 
an hundred fold, so shall this diminish them, even 
still farther. Nay, I will yet do even more for 
you, I will represent the Jovian creation, though it 
is a wailing pity, nay almost a sacrilegious crime, 
yet for your satisfaction, 1 will display it all before 
you, under terrestrial images; although I cannot 
quite degrade them to your pigmy size. 

Thus provided for the view, I descended yet 
farther, so that I might the objects still ^better 
discern, as now reduced they would pass before 
me. I then looked down on an area, which, by 
Cybelean measure, would, no doubt, have perhaps 
a score of acres contained ; but was yet regularly 
enclosed, and shaded by what I would have deemed 
gigantic trees, whilst they here on Jovian soil 
were probably regarded as mere shrubs. At any 
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rate, it had the full appearance to be properly de- 
signed for retirement and study. And here sat a 
form, a Jovian form ! What a look ? what a sight 
altogether! Can I describe it? If 1 venture 
the attempt, 'twill be but a shadow, nay a very 
faint shadowy outline of that gigantic size, that 
alti-towering mould, whose masculine shape was 
yet invested with all such a boldly modelled form, 
duly becoming grace, whilst conscious dignity 
swayed his demeanour most awfully. 

Such was his stature — but his countenance, his 
looks! leave the description — ay, leave it alone; 
for you can but say, that a terrestrial native would 
never be able to delineate a mien like this. A 
poet, yes ! undoubtedly a poet he must be ; and 
even so I judged it — one of Heaven's first predi- 
lected genii ; whose mind, whilst on ultra planet 
visions gazing, seems from the soul's fervour in 
every lineament glowing. Yes ! in him I weened 
to see what we terrestrials would for the proto- 
type of a poet constitute ; for even without the 
pen an4 tablet in his hand you would have marked 
him Apollo's select votary to be, as particularly 
that eye, that beaming eye, so ardently, so incon- 
testibly declared. Is it not pregnant, is it not 
shining, ay, splendent with the thoughts of the God 
in whose presence his muse seems now to be ad- 
mitted, whilst of what he imagines and conceives, 
he now writes. Yes ! his soul is all transported 
in holy ecstacies, yet unable to express all he feels. 
Thus you may see in a phial, the fervent liquor 
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struggling to overcome the confinement, and rush 
forth from the impeding inclosure. So here alike 
the imported fervour, streaming not only from his 
eyes, but verily to my imagination, a lambent 
flame seemed to hover round his head. What? 
said I to myself, should poetic fervour be even thus 
transcendent, as verily to be reflected on and 
around the corporeal frame ? So here it seemed. 
But then I concluded, it must be the subject, the 
transmundane subject, that can but give this ar- 
dency to his muse, and thus the apparent lucidity 
around him, so utterly incompatible with our 
earth-nursed poets. But what was with them for 
ever the predilected theme — the theme par emi- 
nence ? Was it not war? — and but war? and the 
lauded heroes of their exalting song but the slaugh- 
ter proud destroyers of their species ? Are not the . 
very celestial phalanxes set before us in array, ay, 
the creatures against their very Creator? though, 
as of course, overcome and repulsed. 

But the Jovian poet's theme is not the frail 
human creature, and its adherent woe and death. 
Oh no ! His theme is all life and bliss. His soul 
is absorbed in contemplation of the glory and 
might of the Omniscient Omnibeneficent Being's 
inconceivable energy, that by mere volition called 
forth, and thus now sustains, those countless orbs 
and worlds which we now see ; though by nought 
suspended, yet each in its due career, with uner- 
ring precision in the viewless void floating; and 
though in various space and orbits careering ; in 
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form and matter manifold ; in evolutions different : 
yet each and all with the utmost precision their 
prescribed path accomplishing ; all and every one of 
them with life teeming, and in both animal and 
vegetable products abounding ; and thus not only 
support and sustenance bestowing, but moreover, 
by an additional grant of 'their Creator's benevolence 
of the different senses, enabling them to enjoy these 
benefits and the gift of life in a redoubled mea- 
sure; such as by the blessings of our sight we may 
perceive, and thus luxuriate in the display of all 
the wonders of this creation ; as also by the last 
doubly relishing the various bounties scattered 
everywhere for our benefit ; and not less what we 
by feeling, in the sensation of our health and plea- 
sure enjoy, although perhaps yet through other 
means to the dwellers on different orbs by All- 
gracious Providence for their gratification allowed. 

Can you conceive the sublimity of his theme ? 
Do you now wonder that the subject overawes and 
sways his whole being; converting his every senti- 
ment into sacred enthusiasm, whilst then indeed 
the soul in transport glows, when meditating on 
the all-conception, excelling power and bounty, 
and the heart in vivid fervour acknowledges its 
share in the Almighty's omni-bounty. Now whilst 
heart and soul thus excited, and in almost trans- 
mundane ecstacy is transported, what wonder to 
see this ecstacy even on the corporeal frame, and 
chiefly from his eyes reflected. 

Oh happy, happy people, that may read what 
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he writes! and oh! more supremely happy the 
poet himself, whose ravished mind enjoys far more 
than imagination can configurate. Oh, thrice 
blessed again and again must he be, whose soul 
the favouring all-propitious Deity deems worthy 
thus on His intellectual banquets to feast. As 
thus solemnly musing now I stood, I could not 
help concluding, that in a sphere where all is grand, 
and all objects to magnitude tending, this must 
undoubtedly furnish the loftiest images to the 
mind, independently even of such individual's 
greatly snperior dimensions of stature. Full well 
do I know that on our earth the mental abilities 
are, by no means, in due proportion to the bulk 
of the body ; nay, not seldom, quite the reverse, 
and a foolish, an absolute senseless attempt would 
even the mere trial be, to compare Jovian to Cy- 
belean capacity ; whilst we yet may let imagina- 
tion revel in the ideas of the vast range which 
each lofty mind might take ; and withal how far 
more bold, more sublime, indeed almost ultra- 
planetary their conceptions must be ! But if the 
energy, if the exaltation, in short the verve of 
Jupiter's poets might so transcendently excel our 
own, how far superior must the mental powers, 
and the consequent inconceivable enjoyment of 
the solar inhabitants be ! their inspiration ! their 
conception, their transports ! how vast ! how new ! 
how rich ! how glowing ! 

When, however, the magnitude of the orb's pro- 
digious bulk excited thus my wonder and my ad- 
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miration, yet the- lustre in which it is mantled* 
and so transcendently beaming, kindled far more 
soul-stirring reflections, accompanied by the con- 
sideration, how this creative light, the agent of all 
life, nature's identical soul, when with such mani- 
fold increased force here operating, must thus the 
intellect's influence exalt and dignify. But whilst 
Jupiter soars so in majesty of preponderant size 
and matter, as chiefly in the radiant splendour 
of his beams far, far above all his planetary asso- 
ciates, but then how much must his glory yield to 
his ruler's superior mass and transcendent lustre, 
which yet still fades before the dazzling brilliancy 
ofSirius, the light of which our astronomers will 
ascertain to be in point of intrinsic splendour, 
nearly to that of fourteen suns. Then let us think 
of the wonders in the aerial ocean floating, when 
to our poor confined knowledge, already three 
such stupendous creations, as Jupiter, the Sun, 
and Sirius are displayed ! 

Thus as my eyes were rivetted on the happy 
being before me, a crowd of thoughts, a flood 
of wishes pervaded my mind and my heart. Oh 
vain, oh bootless cravings! Envy be still, and 
let Fancy for awhile fascinate thee with the 
glories of this stupendous creation, where one 
wonder outvies another, even when modelled to 
terrestrial sight, even when to microscopic size 
reduced. Thus I pondered in mute admiration on 
the lordly pre-eminence which this planet, so con- 
spicuously among all the sun's minor attendants 
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maintains — eh, Cybele, also over*' thee? Oh 
how far his giant race peers over thy pigmy 
breed ! and nature's every production over thy 
slender growth. I know I have noticed this 
already sufficiently whilst even supposing that 
Jovian shrubs might outmatch and far overtop 
Terras largest forest trees ; need I then say, that 
it was thus in a like degree with every other pro- 
duct of the vegetable reign; their fruit; their 
flowers ; all seemed to my puny dwindling optics 
so grand, so brilliant, so magnificent : so in colours 
as in shape, form, and bulk, all my earth-born 
imagination outvying. Some of the colours were 
even too splendid for my gaze, as particular the 
red and the yellow flowered-like burning lustres 
before my sight ; others to us minor orbit natives, 
quite unimagined tints and colours, claimed still 
more my admiration, so for their splendour as for 
their novelty. Yet, how shall I be scorned at, if re- 
lating this to a citizen of Cybelean framing, should 
I not immediately be considered as an egregious 
fool, to believe that such vegetation, and still more, 
such colour, could be produced in Jupiter ; whilst, 
as mentioned before, some of our astronomers will 
give tKis magnificent globe but fifty-two times less 
light and heat, than even we in our wintry Terra 
enjoy. But no wonder I should be found erratic, 
since I am flying thus from one atmosphere into 
another ; such a continual change of air, climate, 
gravitation and attraction must, no doubt, influ- 
ence the faculties, and make them some times ap- 
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pear to be in a wavering condition. But who 
would mind this, when you were yet regaled with 
such a treat as I have thus enjoyed. Oh, I wish, 
I do wish, all lovers of beauty and grandeur 
could now with me, through Fancy's spying-glass, 
gratify themselves for awhile on the wonderful 
display which Nature here, as in colours, shape 
and size, so in fruit, herbs, and flowers, but most 
in her animal creation in form, bulk and vigour, 
exhibits. When we, with amazement and doubt 
review and measure the thigh and jaw-bones of 
those lately from earthly soil extracted mammoths 9 
and megatherium skeletons, and thus become 
convinced, that even such gigantic, with flesh and 
skin clothed bulks, have on our small globe ex- 
isted, we may then let imagination revel in the 
visionary sight of the enormous masses that under 
various shapes, with skin or plumage invested, 
on Jupiter's vast territory, on plains, in woods, in 
rivers or caverns abound, to which our olim mon- 
sters, compared to them, would have perhaps only 
as Jovian conies appeared. 

Yet, who lends me the pen, the right descrip- 
tive pen, that could give even the faintest delinea- 
tion of all the physical and moral capacities which 
are here on this, to the sire of god's dedicated 
dominion, by the ruling, that is, the intellectual 
being exhibited. I am unable ; yes ! utterly unable 
for the task — still a word or two must drop from 
my pen, in awful admiration of those both dread 
and esteem exciting forms ; in beauty and vigour 
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pre-eminent, thus in conscious importance the soil 
as lords paramount bestriding ; ay, as very ideals, as 
very prototypes of heroes and heroines in majesty 
clothed ; their masculine prowess though by vigour 
girded, yet by benevolence mantled ; and formed 
as perfect as passing creatures of our solar system 
may be found. Cybelean mites ! I am compelled 
to say this, though I do not reckon on your 
belief; for without the aid of a papilion winged 
guide, your most fervent imagination cannot model 
you such forms. It seems but a consequent con- 
jecture, that in such grand and imposing figures 
the propensities of their souls would but tend to 
great and illustrious deeds, and thus to perpetuate 
them in superb monuments, or in well-digested 
annals, where the magic characters of their pen 
might conjure up their once existing heroes : thus 
compelling those for fame anti-renowned compe- 
titors to start again into life and run once more 
their former memorable career before our mind's 
eye; yet not, as some of them, in their days 
wanted to do, without control or check on their 
actions; no! here with due praise or deserving 
censure on their deeds. Verily I would conclude, 
that such a scrutinous transmission of their career 
— as might serve for norma to future rulers — was 
the object that engaged the time of many in study 
and research as deeply intent writers ; particularly 
two of them, still nearer to my views, were by me 
undoubtedly denoted as historians, on account of the 
numerous volumes, to gather, what seemed to me 



EXCURSION INTO T&E PLANETS. 119 

various annotations, to which they frequently 
referred. 

Now this reading, writing, and composing talent, 
is indeed a gift of mine and my goblin's liberality, 
of which yet anybody — deeming the Jovians not 
capable of such Cybelean accomplishments — may 
deprive them. 

But when now farther my view was gliding over 
a part of the Jovian plains, it alighted upon one 
of those stupendous monuments which they erect 
in commemoration of rarely-gifted men. But this, 
on which my eye but accidentally did dwell, this 
was yet — as my guide would tell me — none of the 
largest, nor most striking ; though I could not 
conceive how it were possible to find simplicity 
with grandeur more happily united. It was a 
temple dedicated, as already stated, to the mem- 
mory of departed worth and renown, placed on 
one, on Terra, perhaps deemed triple Chimborazo 
mount, but here merely chosen as one the whole 
plain domineering rising ground, thus affording 
an uninterrupted view from every quarter towards 
the monument. A magnificent balustrade led in 
circular gradation up to its summit. On each side 
of the superb colonnade, you see a great number of 
gigantic, yet masterly designed figures, as if in 
procession to the temple ascending ; though not, 
according to our Terra's usual custom, regularly 
placed two and two opposite each other, but some- 
times one, sometimes three or more together; per- 
haps conformably to the period in which they lived; 
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for the most venerable appearedalready a^the *a- 
. trance of the temple ; whilst those below had still 
all the air of fresh manhood. Their different merits 
were indicated by allegorical designs ; a halo round 
the head, denoted the poet ; a book marked the his- 
torian; the sceptre a lawgiver; the scales a judges 
musicians, painters, sculptors and architects seemed 
proud of their appropriate harp, pallet, chisel or 
compass, by which they had earned their fame, 
and thus their distinguished station there. And 
faith ! I declare, I saw indeed also two or three 
female forms among them; one a poetess with<a 
scroll; the two others with a cymbal or lyre. 
Were they famous singers or players, my instruc- 
tor could not tell. This exterior spiral ascendance 
to the temple, whether chosen for ease or for effect, 
had a most imposing, and likewise a most charming 
appearance, particularly as now crowned with the 
cupola of such magnificent structure. 

This, like all their buildings, was not made of 
such gross materials as our stone and mortar: it 
was merely constructed of a certain suitable earth, 
which when beaten and condensed, is then smoothly 
laid on, and being thus gradually exposed to the 
jsup .apjl air, fr peonies dry and consolidated, and 
^en. fliarfcle-like, hard and solid; and wh$n after- 
.VRfflfc jpolis>Ue£> appears white, smooth. a»d, fltuoing, 
^Jajiy ^ejrspps.n|ight here, marvel at my wonderful 
versatility in Jovian handicraft, as it really must 
seem that, during my but momentary sojourn there, 
I must^not only have apprenticed myself to one 
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of their master masons, but moreover cribbed all 
their cunning: yet my reader will presently re- 
collect, that Fancy is my teacher, and all her 
craft magic: it is with this that the stupendous alti- 
soaring temple at the vast Jovian eminence was 
constructed. 

At the sight of this, over all the horizon-peer- 
ing fabrick, the hapless effort of our prime Cybe- 
lean monument builders, in the plain of Senaar, 
would intrude itself on my mind — and an ill- 
timed remembrance it most certainly was. Being, 
as a citizen of Terra, in honour bound to be 
jealous of her fame, no wonder that I almost 
groaned at the contrast — even as this Jovian struc- 
ture presented itself to me only through the 
diminishing optics* with which my conductor had 
supplied me. Yet even thus, the contrast was so 
humiliating, so all -pride-crushing, that I remained 
for awhile utterly abashed and confounded ; the 
more so, as this most strenuous exertion of terres- 
trial skill and might had ever been boasted of 
as the super-human effort of all then existing and 
there congregated mankind. — Now here I want a 
comparison, but cannot find it ; for a mole-hill, 
with millions thereon of labouring ants, is yet not a 
proper simile, as not only the mole-hill, but far 
more those thereon turmoiling pismires, dwindle 
here into complete invisibility. Where are they ? 

* See page 110. 
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Can you see them ? — And yet it was to eternize 
their fame ! Was not this their aim ? Was not 
this their boast? Goddess of Renown! Here 
sorely the sound of thy trumpet should have been 
for ever hushed, as thy trophy is but a heap of 
rubbish, in token of their super-terrestrial exer- 
tions, and — (this I say in a low whisper to myself,) 
— as an attestation of their diminutive figure in the 
scale of God's creation. 

And yet tell me, yea, tell me, who dares venture 
to deny, that we clay-wrought* Cybeleans are the 
most sagacious, the most intelligent beings; and 
verily the predilected, if not of the universe, at least 
among the planetary tribes. Long, long, have I 
sought to find both the origin and the motive of 
this overweening, this inordinate presumption, 
this disproportionate opinion of ourselves ; which 
nevertheless, from the very first existence of earthy 
man, seems really quite as inoculated in such from 
dust springing and to dust returning creatures. 
That this is not a new, or but at lately adopted 
opinion, we have the proof of its long nourished 
propensity in the tower of Babel projecting con- 
gregation; as their ambition allowed them to 
deem it a very feasible thing for them to build a 
tower that would reach unto heaven. Now the 
presumption for eminence could certainly not be 
nourished by the remembrance of this wretched 

• See their archsires, genealogy. Gen. ii. 7. 
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effort of human intelligence, which we might think 
should rather, for the credit of the performers, 
by their posterity be consigned to everlasting 
oblivion ; yet, talk of anything uncommonly great, 
and presently the tower of Babel is mentioned 
as the nee plus ultra of miracles. 

But what then remains ? I weened to hear onee 
more the awful voice of Reason near me, reproving 
me for such a silly question, when I might so well 
know that but ignorance creates and nurtures 
pride. Very true ! I sighed ; this certainly may 
serve as an excuse for the fifty-five first centuries 
of <***«., bo. *. tapped .*»_».. 
the wondrous progress in astronomy — has that 
been able to modify the standard of our worth, 
and lower the pretensions of such presumptuous 
earth mites ? I do not perceive it. Astronomers 
have certainly noted a minor star in the farthest 
part of the milky way, and pointed this out as our 
system's luminary: but who would, after this, 
imagine that this atomical dust, which on one of 
his smallest revolving planets, is under the name of 
man, just for a moment thereon vegetating ; I say, 
who would imagine, that this null would consider 
itself as the wisest, cleverest mortal being; pre* 
eminently favoured by Providence, and as the 
creature, par excellence, also placed in the most 
favourable situation of climate, seasons and solar 
benefit ! ! Although reason might scorn, and even 
folly might grin at such all-proportion, ay, all 
common sense outraging pretension, yet, has not 

o 3 
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this for ever been the creed, with its thereto aa* 
nexed anathema, for any one that dared to doubt 
its justness? For what — kind Providence! for 
whafc didst thou grant us a spark of reason, if we 
do, ay, if we will not apply it. For example, 
when we may nightly gaze on that with worlds 
and systems glowing firmament, will then not con- 
viction spring up, and dash the arrogant creature 
from her presumptive height, back to the limits of 
her due insignificance in the scale of beings ? But, 
hark ! oh, hark, the fury breathing voice that bids 
me forbear! instantly forbear! thou unworthy 
participant of the human generation, and its an- 
nexed privileges, forbear instantly these thy 
impudent reproaches and detractions from our 
worth. Fearing now inevitable, yea, even woful 
chastisement, I fly for shelter and comfort into 
the glorious Jovian temple. 

Wonder and delight at the classical balustrade 
had led me now finally up, and into the stupen- 
dous magnificent structure at the summit. Its 
cupola? — if extraordinary productions, for want 
of better identification, must sometimes be seem- 
ingly degraded by comparison with inferior things 
was if ibr example, a traveller would define the 
doom of St. Peter's at Rome as an inverted bason 
r^Daiwt I here this vast, this prodigious *&» 
ponce identify with the term of cupola. Oh, faith J 
it: was gvand ; it was majestic! ay, subline, ind^eji 
it yrtei Who will then give me the. proper tern}* 
to, describe a structure tfeat was. beyond ejxprep- 
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sion, lofty, vast, superb and wonderful? Ok! 
that I could give— were it but a glimmering 
sketch of those countless pillars, as to their indivi- 
dual beauty and combined effect, whilst they con- 
stitute the wall, and thus support the roof; all so 
massive, so beauteously grand, so magnificently 
charming, and yet but moulded of the same due* 
tile earth ; fashioned by the hands, and thus reared 
as pillars, to which the solar action gave firmness 
and solidity. Yet, whether wreathed and coa-» 
nected with flowers or chains, I verily did not ex- 
amine ; for the novelty and grandeur of the whole 
so entirely fascinated my mind, that it waived all 
earthly comparisons, as they seemed indeed far 
too paltry, and consequently utterly inadequate 
to bring them into bearing with such preponderant 
objects. Would that a certain magic could be 
infused into some of my words, so that they might 
convey to my readers, were it even but a twilight 
view of the object I here endeavour to describe. 
Indeed I besought my motley-winged conductor to 
exert his influence in this way, when he silenced 
me by asking, whether it would not be better to 
give them also papilion wings ; thus pointing oat 
how far my folly well might go. Yet what would 
I not give to possess the capacity to describe 
with what imposing majesty this temple's magie 
simplicity soared forth in awful sublimity. Here 
Wad no statue; no picture; no altar: but around 
the dome shone the zodiac — not just as waterman 
and bull, and their horned and tailed company, 
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no 1 but as the stellar path of the planetary mo*- 
naach's annual course: and in the centre of ihis 
throned even the solar majesty-self, in all -the 
pomp and glory of his transcendant beauties. Ybu 
ask me, was all this fashioned in gold ? Verily, I 
venture not to tell ; it looked to me quite different ; 
but as gold is here on earth, the nee plus ultra of 
estimable things, in what inferior estimation would 
this beauteous temple then be beheld, if it was not 
almost overlaid with the same. Still let me can- 
didly tell, that I believe there is none of this with 
us so invaluable ore in all the Jovian soil to be 
found : yet the sun, with his ecliptic host around, 
shone there in most pompous lustre, whether pro- 
duced by liquid or mineral ingredient, I have not 
been able to learn ; but what I saw was splendid, 
was glorious, radiant, brilliant, superb. 

Did I not say this temple was erected in com- 
memoration of departed worth? This the classi- 
cal avenue thereto leading, seemed, no doubt, to 
insinuate ; but when I now the wondrous struc- 
ture had entered, I verily believed to find myself 
in a house of prayer ; for here were a prodigious 
number of Jupiter's then living citizens, all in deep- 
est, holiest devotion assembled. There was yet no 
emblem of the Deity ; no pulpit ; no priest neither. 
And should one then believe that Jovian worship 
and adoration is here paid to the sun ? Oh, no ! 
dh, not Though this mighty ruler over our planet- 
ary realm is by far the most eligible, and indeed, 
if any representative were necessary, the only 
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worthy emblem of the Most High — still how could 
even this, a mere corporeal creature, represent 
Him, an intellectual Being, whom the utmost 
efforts of our weak faculties may but in awe en- 
deavour, yet never will be able to imagine other- 
wise than, at best, as an essence of light and bUss ; 
far, far too transcendant for the narrow compass of 
our minds. How could they then form an image of 
Him of mere planetary matter? far less repre- 
sent Him as one of themselves, that is, a passing 
creature's perishable form? Yet you say, the 
sun was there delineated, even in the centre of the 
vast extending concave of their temple, even in the 
temple of their seeming worship. Surely there 
it was. But was their sight to him directed ? 
Not one. As here they knelt, their looks went 
up -through the ether, to Him whom they could 
not see, but with whose Power, with whose Bene- 
volence their hearts were deeply impressed; so 
much, I thought, that I verily could read their 
feelings in their countenances, as transfused with 
awe for the indefinable Being to whom they their 
inward prayers addressed, with all the reverence 
due to the Omnipotent, yet with sentiment of 
filial affection. There was no agitation of the body ; 
no contortion of features ; no wringing of hand*; 
no straining of voices, as if their petitions were 
addressed to an inexorable being; no! they did 
not believe to honour their Creator by distorting 
the members he gave them* Here was a deep 
tecueillement, accompanied with a placid joy, as 
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would beam from a holj glow in jour heart «&d 
spul f when you remember a distant, yet eospta&t 
Ijcne&ctor ; who not only gave you your existence, 
but who daily bestows new bounties for the main- 
tenance and gratification of the same, and there- 
fore has an incessant claim on your gratitude. 
There was no daily or hourly imposed ceremony ; 
no ! 'twas the impulse of the heart that gathered 
here the votaries together, wherever the soul 
wanted to be nurtured with the more solemn, 
more imposing public meditation on the Sovereign 
Good, as believing that the sacred ardour was more 
excited and kindled, when praying and worship- 
ping in communion with others. So it is indeed 
a pleasing sight, on a festive night to behold innu- 
merable lights all over the land, here, and there, 
and everywhere beaming ; but is it not a far more 
glorious exhilirating view, when all these tokens 
of a country's joy flame collectively forth in one 
united pile and mass, illuminating and gratifying 
the near and distant sight with the wide-spreading 
blaze. 

Thus then, I thought, it is here, it is in Jupiter 
thftt, though assuredly not perfection, but at least 
constant endeavours for the practice of righteous* 
ness are prevailing. Fool ! that for a moment 
would be deluded with such a supposition, that 
airy pthers but frail, but erring creatures in plane- 
tary regions could be found. What? expecting 
steadiness in any of these revolving orbs, where, 
mutability must be the general character ! h & 
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flfibfe 'Seasonable to look for perfection here? for 
4ii-tijt#gption for one of his companion ambulators, 
though jret subjected to the same laws and rule 
Kke them ? Can that he ? For ought you know 
thfe* temple might be the only refuge, the only 
asylum for the good and righteous — and even here 
— oh; let the examination alone, if you still wish 
to retain the first pleasing impressions. 

Whilst I was thus sadly musing, the sun, after 
his short ten hourly visit here, was rapidly on the 
Jovian horizon sinking, and night incontinently 
spread her dusky mantle over this part of the vast 
orb's surface ; when, lo ! the fourth of Jupiter's 
satellites, all beaming in fullest reflection of solar 
light, presently intruded on her reign, bravely 
climbing thus from under her sable stole, and illu- 
minating heaven's wide concave with his benefi- 
cent lustre. In awful admiration I gazed on the 
delightful, on the truly splendid sight! What a 
pompous lamp burned here, by nought suspended ! 
Jupiter ! here too, in thy nocturnal glory, thou 
seemedst to out-rival all thy rotatory companions. 
And well might I have thus exclaimed, when pre- 
sently the three others in succession arose ; yonder 
anon behold the next in new-born light as silver 
crescent beaming ; and whilst the farthest shed 
radittiice from the almost fully illuminating sphere/ 
the 1 nearest in its waning argent lustre, sent but' 
the 'febfter rays. Let not earthly fancy endeavour 
to 'Configurate a combined and yet modified jglbw 
like tikis; 'twill be a vain attempt — and yet— oh, 1 

g5 
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that you could but see it ! that you could but en* 
joy it ! It was as if the departed day's glory was 
now from the horizon's every compass reflected 
with yet mellowed and subdued splendour. It 
was not like the sun's potent flood ; it was not an 
overbearing shower of beams; no! upon my 
organs it acted more like a vivid dew of light ; not 
overpowering, but insinuating ; not dazzling, but 
gratifying; splendid, yet soothing; vigorous, yet 
endearing. 

And this fairy lustre that silvered now the vast 
area before me, this is the light which illumines 
the nightly festivities in the Jovian halls ; when the 
winds are hushed, and the elementary rule in the 
mystic bands is stilled, and their awful monsoons 
haply slumber ; then may the silver flood from the 
satellites' various orbs, stream through the wide 
portals' lofty. arches, and as they fill the spacious, 
halls with magic light, banish entirely the torchs' 
ruddy glare. 

But how shall I describe the effect which this 
ultra-terrestrial glow had on an apparently very 
numerous procession. — Procession do I call it? — 
Ah, if you wished to see a glorious one, here in- 
deed you might fancy it. But could you do this 
With your confined intellect ? Oh, I beg pardon — 
I gpoke only as feeling my own incapacity — whilst 
1 was considering the vast bulk of one Jovian 
form,' and then must allow a line of thousands 
and thousands of these prodigious shapes to crowd 
in the narrow cavity of my brain— * really, though I 
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was by magic fitted for the sight, yet it awed roe* 
it really seemed to overpower me ; still I was 
eager to know what possibly the intent of this 
procession might he. What else — but that thf$ 
dwellers on Jupiter's sphere, alike with all our 
other day and night exchanging companions, 
experience also their portion of good and evil, 
which may now sweeten, now embitter the 
draught of life. Here certainly was joy, and joy 
re-echoing with jubilant tones, as far as sound 
through the horizon's vast cancave would spread 
it; but we by sad experience know yet but too 
well, that on our mutable orb joy has, not seldom, 
its source in precedent sorrow. So here the 
occasion for this rejoicing was but the release of a 
numerous train of their fellow-citizens from misery 
and captivity, that is from woe, occasioned by 
oppression ; and the agent of all this is, alas ! — is it 
not, iniquity ? Here were now both the oppressors 
and the oppressed; the deliverers and the delivered 
seen. In the delivered I believed to denote the 
household of very many families : fathers, mothers, 
youths and maidens; hoary sires, and lisping 
babes : in short a large aggregate of beings, whose 
countenances beamed in gratitude's most vivid 
hue. Oh, what a striking contrast was this to t^e 
vindictive, but now impotent rage, that seeded 
quite overboiling in the bosom of their foi^nex 
oppressors, from whose tyranny they now. had 
been released by the heroes that just thep* hftd 
cleared the Jovian soil ^rom these miscreants,' and 
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led thus the banc of their kind, particuLariyntheir 
iniquitous chief, with numbers of bis. crew, hi 
triumph along; together with all those, when 
now liberty and joy to their former homes wpV 
corned. Lust of gain, as well as of rule, had ever 
been the guide and continual agent of this tyrafct 
of the land; without the fear of God on his mind, 
much less with peace and good-will to his neigh- 
bours, what were his fellow beings' calamity, their 
sufferings and their groans to him, when they 
were but the tokens, ay, indeed, the very organs 
that proclaimed the success of his schemes. Uni- 
versal rule was evidently his undeviating aim: 
great sagacity and skill, and the hours of stillness 
in the night, were the farthering means and favor- 
ing auxiliaries for his depredating incursions on 
the peace and liberty of his fellow-creatures, and con- 
sequent increase of wealth, subjects and territory, 
and therewith annexed power. But lo ! it lasted 
but till the fated term for him, and — Heaven be 
praised! the propitious hour for the sufferers 
arrived: then succeeded Jupiter's righteous heroes 
to overcome, subdue and lead him and his associ- 
ates in turn as captives here along. Oh, a most 
heart-elevating exhibition ! to all to whom they so 
long a subject of continual fear and alarm bad 
been. To me the mere view of him was terrible 
indeed: I thought to see all the malignant work- 
ings of his dark soul delineated in the appalling 
countenance of this yet era shed tyrant. And thanks, 
*y, fervent thanks, are due to kind Providence that 
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crowned the trial for deliverance with success:; fbtf 
a like monster can scarcely be found/ Witbdfhcar 
passing, creatures the sight of misery leaves usually 
a tinge of sorrow on the features of the beholden; 
with him, on the contrary, it seemed as if (it 
cleared his brow. Nay, you surely will not assart 
this? No! certainly not I, who neither could 
aftr would probe his innermost notions ; yet the 
imp learned, that in Jovian's land this was tb& 
Opinion of him. Hearing this, it seemed to me, 
as if a brood of vipers were merrily writhing in 
the dwelling of this horrid tyrant's heart, which 
was yet lodged in a frame you would have thought 
originally designed for nobler deeds. Alas! why 
does satan so often lurk under a seducing mask ! 
Fury flashed now indeed from the tyrant's eyes ; 
and seemingly unconquerable rage heaved, that 
with this dreadfully agitated bosom, in a most 
awful manner. Oh, it was horrid, it was dreadful 
to see passions like those, exasperate in so high 
a degree, such a gigantic form, with such terrible 
aspect, and such formidable strength. You would 
have weened to see one of the direst damned from 
hell's darkest abyss escaped, in order to mar the 
festive glee. It was indeed a sight that affected 
my feeble energies beyond all expressions* How 
smch a creature, with all his devoted batnd, <ctndd 
have been conquered, and thus crushed; seeined^to 
me inconceivable. No small skill, oh n© t nor 
ordinary ^valour could have thisf effected; for be- 
sides his extraordinary strength and prowess, , he 
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was in craft and cunning inexhaustible » thus, past 
by violence, part by tricks, he had for a great 
length of time, like the deputy of an infernal 
agent, spread his ravages with consummate im- 
punity over a large tract of country. 

But turn, turn now the eye away, away, fsojty 
the iniquitous chief and his adherent crew, and 
let it wander among laurel-crowned deliverers, 
and observe, around them, all those by them now 
happily rescued families. Let the ear also drink 
their welcome, as it floats — though as yet but at a 
distance, yet merrily, merrily from the shouts of 
thousands, that come to meet them with vivats, har- 
monized with music and song. As yet, it comes 
only in mystic fits, wafted from afar. Yet list, it 
floats, floats — though still by gusts and sweeps, 
and in short undulating tones, — yet it floats by 
degrees nearer; so like the swells of an aeolian 
harp, when it seems as if a celestial breeze had 
swept half a prelude of a seraph's lyre, and thus 
transmitted it on material ears ; then, as if re- 
pentant, now stills the tones ; whilst presently it 
moans again, perhaps half a stave, — and even yet 
two or three of this with louder melody. Thus as 
it came gradually increasing on my ear, I thought 
surely their guardian spirits mingle their, psaltery 
with the joyful Te Deupi. Yet soon it was nearing 
with mightier tones that stirred all echo a?ound» To 
what could J now liken these pqtent tones, issuing 
from the Jovian choristers' gigantic tubes ? Wh$t 
earthly matter can frame me a comparison ? Really 
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at its now fast gaining approach, it fell collectively 
on my tympan with a sound, ay with such an as- 
tounding sound, that, for the moment/ I could 
but compare it to the tutti of our every cathedrals' 
united organs, each with their every register open 
and in play, accompanied by all our regiments' mar- 
tial bands. But let no one imagine, that this is 
the forte of the Jovian choir and concert ; oh, no 1 
oh, no ! let none, however, ask me for a farther 
comparison of those seemingly ultro-planetary 
sounds, since these verily all sense confounding 
intonations, when now drawing closer, completely 
overpowered me: all mellifluous as in Jovian dia- 
tonic scale, and to Jovian ears, no doubt, this 
might have been; to me, puny feeble Cybelean as 
I was, with all my senses unfit for such alti-sonant 
psalmody — to me it came verily like the ocean's 
thundering roar, grand and majestic, certainly, as 
the voice of Nature's aquatic onset always is. Yes 
thus it rolled in awful all-sense subduing cadences 
along. Yet when the liquid undulating masses swell 
and roll their crystal bulk undauntingly towards the 
shore, thus partly dashing the silver brine abroad, 
you then, during the momentary retreat, may 
haply ween to hear in some caverned rock, part 
of the emptied flood still gush and gurgle, although 
in more subdued, less stunning gamuts; so here, I 
thought, to hear, at intervals, more mellowed tones 
yet interluding. Was this — yes this seemed to me so 
Kke the Jovian dames' responses ; when meanwhile 
the fresh gathering tide would rise again, would 
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gather, would swell, and then with imperious gush 
pour the incessant flood with a conqueror's re- 
doubled tone around, j- 

Such on close approach seemed tome, owing? 
to the frailty of my terrestrial constitution, 4he/ 
sublimely astounding hymns of Jupiter's choristetr, 
far too sonorous, far too powerful for me. It was 
indeed no harmony, no music for such weak, earth- 
framed organs as mine, but like thunder on it* 
approach, it awed, it terrified, it stunned* All 
overpowered, as I was, I had but just recollection 
enough to wink at my faithful conductor, who as- 
an intelligent interpreter of my wants, quickly 
raised the motleyed wings, and again aloft we 
soared. 



And shall I indeed venture still farther into 
momentary increasing expanse? Here too, where 
all the spheres are on such superior scales ? Thus 
I questioned; but after a short hesitating pause, I 
cried, Hah! coward! should not even this give 
a more pungent spur to the utmost energies of thy 
mind ? Does, not the flavor of the cup, from which 
you were already allowed to moisten thy lips, doe* 
not thifl excite a more ardent thirst for a larger 
draught? Thus moreover prompted forward by 
my airy sprite, we farther pursued our voyage in: 
the aerial pqean, and soon drew nearer and nea*ear . 
the awful orb pf ^m?^* 
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.... . SATURN. 

But here before I approached, I paused, I gazed, 
was amazed and thunder-struck, whilst yet an 
awful . delight all my soul pervaded. Almighty 
Power of Creation! here is at once a cluster of 
worlds 1 each a new specimen of Thy types! An 
enormous globe, not greatly inferior to the bulk 
of Jupiter; belted alike, attended besides by seven 
surrounding satellites, one of them even in size 
not inferior to Mars: and moreover a double tre- 
mendous ring, portentously the outskirts guarding. 
Mysterious spirit! thou that art here over these 
prodigies presiding! durst I but challenge thee to 
whisper me in magic breezes the answer to my 
conjectures about this annular phenomenon: 
whether it first rose into 7 sight, as thus with its 
attendant moons at once created, or formed this 
ring, this lucid ring, with its revolving satellites, to- 
gether with the very orb, once but one prodigious 
mass, pregnant and abounding with yet unty- 
pified matter, and let then fancy at once take he* 
flight into time's chaotic regions, and see all, all 
these prodigies progressively rise, and then beam as 
matchless wonders of nature's star-studded realm, 
could then indeed from their analogy, their vicinity, 
and their, apparent similitude, such a conclusion 
be 'drawn ? I listen ; I attentively listen for the re- 
plyj Jt comet 4 oh, no! I hear it not; for thus it 
couHLnotbe! No 5 not Why then, fancy, fling 
thou me then at least some suggestion, some hint, 
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snatched from the Saturnian dwellers' latent tra* 
ditions, relative to the girdles, the globes, and Us 
attendant birth and connexions; yes, steal it, even 
from the traditionary laws that might yet slumber 
in the memories of Saturnia's learned men; or 
wilt thou rather manage me a mental colloquy 
with them ? We shall see. 

But let me first consider what birth or origin 
some of our Cybelean astronomers have given, so 
to the ring, as to the seven moons. Do they not 
verily describe this ring to us as a luminous cloud, 
studded with brilliant spots of different size and 
splendour, and disposed at various distances from 
each other even so as to suggest to some the idea 
that it might verily be but an aggregate number 
by Saturn attracted, and there retained comets, 
which now by reason of their proximity, have the 
appearance of a compact body.* Nay here is 
wonder indeed ! What ! Saturn, didst thou really 
gather all these terrible vagabonds together, and 
then place them in proper due order, even as a 
-compact circle around thee ? Then both a potent 
controller, and alike a truly ingenious contriver, 
feith! thou must be ! * Bless thee! for what dost 
thou then appear, thyself so dismal, and so dull, 
when thou hast yet such a phalanx of brilliant 
guards, even as testimonies of thy mighty sway, 
thus gallantly stationed and encompassing the*! 
Besides thy seven trabants in successive order, and 
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dutedtis attendance, ever and anon, thee ambu 
lating* Well! powerful ruler! with my leave, 
thou mayst indeed look as gloomy and as dark- 
some, as it ever Satumian temper may suit; but 
I, as a terrestrial atom, shall yet consider thee as 
Cybele's benefactor; for amongst all this host of 
mischievous ramblers, stopt by thy attraction in 
their dashing career, there might have been one 
or the other right daringly inclined to rush down 
upon poor terra, and thus, by an unmerciful push, 
turn her again into chaos. 

But now, seriously speaking, is it a rational 
conjecture, that the vast, the compact ring were 
but an association of captived comets, thus orderly 
marshalled into two open equi-distant rings, allow- 
ing yet the seven satellites in less coersion to 
range ? Were we then to suppose that their mat- 
ter was too volatile for rest, or their nature too 
stubborn for entire subjection ? Or, were they, 
perhaps, later comers ? vagabonds of more recent 
date ? Nay, bid here truce to all such incongru- 
ous supposition, and say whether this may sLe 
as proof of our advancement in knowledge during 
three thousand years ; is it not rather an appendix 
to the code that enforced the belief of pegs for the 
stability of the sky, (see page 2,) whilst Reason 
stands scorning by where her Creator's blessing of 
the gift of reason is thus set at nought ? Alas ! 
knowledge and truth, where are the bright regions 
of your constant sojourn? while your visits to 
earthly dwellers are but like the flashes of an 
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aiuram-boreahs beams shooting up and vanishing 
before they reach their altitude, or even before 
their colour can be rightly discerned. Oh i leave 
the saddening reflection, and behold now the ring, 
the wondrous ring ! 

Well, Athniel, fleet airy substance, thou yet oft 
so humorously cheater of my soul, and now, my 
hereto so brisk, so willing conductor, why now so 
dull, why now so tardy, to usher me into the most 
remarkable recesses of this mysterious orb ? You 
know our will serves us in lieu of wings, and those 
once spread, a breath of thine wafts us over land 
and seas, over space and time, over systems and 
constellations ; thus, then, apply this thy magic 
agent again, in order to give me also first a glance 
at this singular orb's nativity ; or whisper me at 
least a probable conjecture how this wondrous 
stellar phenomenon came first into view. Yet 
mind that most serious reflections must be the 
guides of these thy conjectures, so as not to pro- 
duce a bantling of thy flimsy brood. " And, well," 
I asked, " you will then surmise that this among 
his starry compeers absolutely matchless astre, 
were but the combined contemporary develop- 
ment of the nebula, *so as not in process of time, 
now the planet orb, now one or the other satel- 
lite, jot this or that ring successively appearing ?'!■—** 
« And why not?" replied the elated spark. — " YesT* 
retorted I gradually; whilst the imp continued? 
"You might yet w*ll remember that I^tol&ady 
submitted- to your - consideration the not*&hfjtoi*P 
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baMe conjecture of the nebula's transmutation 
into ; comet* ; from these into satellites, farther 

into planets, and from these into" " Hold, 

hold, audacious sprig !" I cried, " you surely for- 
got that our earth is deemed a planet!! Eh? 
and that orb, that murky orb, with all its clay- 
fraught bustling, toiling ephemeras you would 
transmute into a sun ! ! — Oh ! oh ! grant me but 
time for unrestrained laughing — ah-hah ! ah-hah ! 
hah; ah-hah! Cybele! the for pelf and lucre, 
day and night turmoiling selfish Cybele ! ! ! to be 
thus metamorphosed as to shine gloriously mildly, 
yet steadily, as an universal benevolence adminis- 
tering sun!!! — ha-hah! ah-hah! ah-hah! — oh! this 
outbraves all incongruity." — " Well," cried the 
daring elf, very saucily, " laugh, sneer* and revile 
at your heart's or wit's pleasure; surely nature 
does not want your consent, nor your approba- 
tion to her wonderful operations; as, no doubt, 
. there may yet be transmutations of which, in the 
narrow compass of your confined pericranium, 
there may be not room enough for comprehend- 
ing, much less for explaining their processes* 
How can indeed an earth-fraught maggot the 
wonders even of our solar system, I will not say 
conceive, but even faintly imagine ? Yes I you 
may indeed ask bow the clay-lodged grain of 
intellect could expand itself thus, as to define 
what aU compass of our imagination defies." • 
jf'Jmpf eried I thus sternly, his oratory inter- 
rupting, " preposterous imp, you cannot conceive 



142 EXCURSION INTO THE PLANETS. 

how ridiculous, ay, how inexpressibly abattrd you 
appear when striving to give instructions for 
morals." And thus bidding now truce to all 
these eccentric conjectures, my wish was then but 
to observe leisurely on one of the rings, best 
suited place, of this singular planetary association, 
thus to behold the master orb in dull, morose, 
and gloomy mood, here domineering, yet, in the 
short space of about ten hours, his diurnal ro- 
tation performing, whilst yet his vassal circuit 
around his solar ruler proceeds but leisurely and 
tardily, as age and dignity befitting, in but nearly 
thirty years ; meanwhile the successive greetings 
of his seven around him circulating satellites, in 
shorter or more prolengthened periods allowing, 
and though with their planetary monarch in two 
equal bonds encircled, still even thus to their once 
assigned orbits ever adhering, yet their satellites' 
occasional visits graciously admitting, their course 
or transit neither challenging nor disturbing. Let 
me, reader, join with thee in silent, awful admi- 
ration of this unique stupendous combination of 
wondrous shapes, agents, and associations, whilst 
I will yet delay on one limb of those mysterious 
bands, as there I will indeed, ay, I must converse 
with one or the other of the solemn dwellers on 
this singular, imagination-outmatching planetary 
ring. What incredible realities would then here 
both astonish and delight my mind, when thus I 
shall be informed now of the matter, construction, 
and purpose of these bands : then of their pro- 
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ducts and seasons, their evolutions, in unison with 
the globe; or, different from this, or even from its 
companion circle ; likewise of all the various pe- 
riods, phases, and appearances of their moons; 
and yet more, has all this, though apparently 
separately originated, is yet now so miraculously 
balanced and in never-erring order operating. 
By this it will be seen that I supposed the Sa- 
turaian beings, even the natives of this wondrous 
ring, to be not only very clever astronomers and 
geologists, but allowing them to be even more 
skilful than ourselves, verily, superior in clever- 
ness to the Cybeleans ! ! that is, to know by mere 
imagination the effect, which in those by them 
never visited countries, the air, climate, and other 
physical causes might have upon the soil and con- 
stitution of those thereon existing beings. Now 
that I of this expected to obtain there such infor- 
mation was surely proof sufficient of the effect my 
strange wanderings had on my mind, without con- 
sidering the mad expectation to have a cricket's 
squeaking questions by, perhaps, thundering Sa- 
turnian answers resolved, when, presently, awak- 
ening reflexion came reproachful to my mind; 
yet still see I would. " Yes !" I said, " I abso- 
lutely must endeavour to get a farther and, in- 
deed, a nearer survey of this wondrous append- 
age." But whilst I was thus deliberating with 
my guide to which, the inner or the outer ring, 
I would give the preference, lo ! we both rushed 
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down through the void space, and thus plumped 
upon the globe itself. 

•' Oh you wicked wicked, imp !" cried I, " thus to 
perch me already on the top of the orb, when I 
wanted first to alight upon Saturn's first satellite, 
which, as they say, being nearer the orb and the ring 
than the moon is to our terra, affords these lunarians 
such a delightful abode, that some poets will as- 
semble there all our planet's beatified spirits* 
as being the finest, ay, the most sublime spot in 
our solar system! Now I, all worthless being 
though I am, have yet a great, ay, indeed, a vast 
longing to be well lodged, after quitting my 
earthly tenement. (Reader, presumptive as they 
may appear, yet in confidence between us, I verily 
believe 'tis an universal craving; and consequently 
also thine ; for no one will imagine that his future 
everlasting abode should be anywhere than among 
the ever-blessed. Now I especially abhor cold, 
and still more darkness, and bad company; there- 
fore I greatly wished to see how this my ever- 
lasting abode, as also the here sojourning assembly, 
and likewise the manner and pursuits would please 
me. It must indeed be prodigiously crowded, if 
this were an union of all planetarian beatified 
ghosts ; certainly, intellectual essence wants then 
not much, if any space ; yet still to swarm these so 
close and thickly together, cannot, as I fancy, be 
without buzzing, particularly if their thoughts, or 

• Collezione di Manuali, p. 120-1. Firenze, 1830. 
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call it their ideas, should become audible. Witfe 
such notions in my head, and withal an uncom- 
mon predilection for air, space, and quietude, I do 
not think this spectral paradise would in any way 
have suited me. Still it would have been so curi- 
ous to see whether in this extraordinary concourse 
of natives, from all the different regions of our solar 
system, one might have distinguished the Mercu-r 
rian from the Jovian; the Cybeleans from the 
Uranians, etc. etc., and thus to have had, at once, 
something like a chart of the different constitutions, 
characters and tempers of all our planetary compa- 
nions. Now all this I might, perhaps, have seen, 
and yet of this, thou impudent spark, hast deprived 
me. To be sure, upon farther consideration, I might 
without seeing it, have rightly enough concluded 
what a sort of Elysium this would be; surely 
in no way fit for me, who deemed light and 
warmth the first blessings of existence. No doubt 
these paradise grantors forgot, that astronomers 
will allow the sun to illumine Saturn's orb but 
ninety times less than our earth, so that the 
brightest days would be like the earthly twilight 
of a cloudy day, and even this but for a few hours ; 
with cold accordingly, nay verily this only for the 
tropical climes, where probably this paradise is 
placed. No doubt from the planet's rapid Eolation,' 
and its notable obliquity of the ecliptic, the differ? 
eric6 t>f the seasons, and the length of <^ays and 
nights "ihust therefore be inconceivably greater 
than on our terrestrial ball, and must immerge that 
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part of their opposite hemisphere for almost four- 
teen years in total night. Now I apprehend my 
flighty conductor had some knowledge of this ; and 
such a region seemed to him far more like the 
precincts of Hades, than a sojourn where one 
might desire to spin out an everlasting life ; there- 
fore wishing no better, would not even procure me 
the sight of it. 

"And so," said I, " you intended to give me the 
contrast of this, by dropping me at night at the 
opposite region?" — "Night,* asked he very imper- 
tinently, "what do you mean? It is justmid-day 
here." — " Mid-day ?" I exclaimed, " mid-day? with 
broad moonshine to proof?" — u It does not matter," 
replied the imp, with the utmost pertness — " it does 
not matter, whether you do or do not approve of 
it : you might however yet observe, that the here 
dwelling Saturnians are in all their various pur- 
suits as active and alive as consistent with their 
nature and temper it yet may be, unless you deem 
theirs rather of an owlish instinct. But know, 
such has been already their situation these seven 
years, and will be farther so for an equal time ; 
whilst their moons alone — indeed seven in num- 
ber — must supply the sun's reviving beams ; for 
ruthless winter with its chilling grasp, holds now 
here the sway for nearly fifteen years. — But say," 
asked still the elf, " is it not a glorious sight to 
see such a number, even seven of reflected suns— 
one of them almost as large as Mars in size, pour- 
ing their mild soothing beams over the sun be** 
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reaved land, where else scarce a mystic twilight 
dares intrude/'- — " 'Tis very true/' agreed I, " 'tis 
grand, 'tis magnificent to see such orbs different in 
size, and to me, apparently also different in hue ; 
for to my fancy one seems yellow, the other green- 1 
ish, that in a blue, and even this but in an ashy 
hue gleaming. Now you may call this variety of 

but to me, Cybelean.as I am, it cannot be so gra- 
tifying as the pure, simple, soft soothing beam of 
our silver crescent, which I shall always deem the 
night-lamp, par preference. There is however, here 
indeed in these six Saturnian lunar fanals, a never 
ceasing variety ; now in the rising and setting of 
the full moons, now in the increasing or declining 
of the crescents, and their different times and dis- 
tances for their appearance ; whilst Cybele's silver 
mantled Luna rules with undivided sway." 

Here was, moreover, such an oppressive air, 
such a murky atmosphere, and, as I deemed it, a 
general pervading gloom. Fancy, poor fancy, 
seemed almost dormant ; for there was something, 
call it solemn if you may, but 1 call it chilly, even 
repulsive, influencing my mind through my feel- 
ings, with the idea that activity was quite foreign 
to this clime; ay, that here were indeed the regions 
of gloom and dulness. " No wonder," muttered I r 
addressing in most listless manner my now quite 
drowsy imp — " no wonder that such is the effect 
on our spirits, since such extraordinary causes 
axe here operating."— r" No wonder, indeed," re- 

h 3 
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peated a hollow sepulchral voice, that yet roused 
my sluggish mind* so that, though starting and 
almost shrinking, still incited by the oddity of the 
occurrence, I would look round in order to ascer- 
tain the cause, and also to what might belong the 
tube from which the sound proceeded; and lo and 
behold! it was the ghost of Whiston, rushing near 
me, whilst pointing to the Satumian sky ; and at 
the there intervening and all this part oversha- 
dowing ring. Now the dismal sight all around 
would surely have been appalling enough without 
the apparition of an ante-living Cybelean phantom ; 
but here you beheld, not merely the darksome 
awful curvature, both of the inner and outer ring, 
but, half distracted as my mind then was, my dis- 
ordered senses could even then perceive 'twixt their 
interval, mystical glimpses and rays of solar light 
flashing from time to time in a most extraordinary 
manner. 

"Whatever its magnificent brightness and beauty 
may, in some other parts of this globe, to the 
Saturnian gazers display, here its appearance was 
to me a dread, ay, let me fairly confess it, a for- 
midable phenomenon; the more so, whilst ac- 
companied with the flittings and whisperings of 
iWhiston's ghost, as he thus demonstrated^ still 
pointing to the ring. — " It is this that causes such 
diversity of light thereon; audit is probably more 
strange to them" (i. e. the Saturnians) "as they 
hardly know what it is that causes those varieties ; 
or though we " (i. e. the puny distant Cybeleans) 
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u Stand conveniently to see what it is, and know 
ft to be a mighty ring encompassing Saturn's 
tiody, yet it is not so easy for any in Saturn to 
discover it."* — " Hush, hush, good Whiston, " pe- 
titioned I, fearing that these splenetic-looking 
shapes on the ground below might perhaps be 
aware — though really I cannot tell how, to get 
knowledge of the foolish conversation between two 
silly strange atoms, who pretend to discuss, nay 
even to know, better than themselves, (although 
at the distance of more than three hundred million 
miles,) those parts of their spheres which they have 
yet daily before their eyes. Oh that I but had 
the means for enquiry, they, no doubt, might have 
given such interesting information as well would 
have gratified the most eager Cybeleah research. 
But now I entreated the ghost most earnestly to 
be hushed and still, and lose here neither his time 
nor his pains in trying to make me a convert to 
his ante-corporeal conceptions; and thus wished 
him a very good night. 

* When I then cast the first nearer glance at some 
of the Saturnian figures on the soil below, I imme- 
diately whispered to my dejectedly-looking leader 
'* Wing away, " oh quickly wing from hence away ! 
u Off, off, " I urged; " yes ! yes ! and that as fast as 
you possibly can; veer away, away, from such un- 
friendly shores. Yet keep them still in view, so 
that I, at a distance however, may observe, pro- 

* See Whiston's Astronomical Principles, page ] 7. 
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vided always that it be out of reach and contact 
with these appalling shapes. Are they not all 
living copies of hell's dread deities, of Pluto, Minos, 
and Rhadainanthus, of Hecate, and all their awe- 
inspiring company, with which the ancient poets' 
fancy peopled the sojourn of the damned i — Ah! 
look now on those boldly-towering masses ! How 
sluggishly, yet determinate they measure here 
the soil with tardy steps; with countenance austere; 
with acid look, that soon averts the eye from their 
abashing leer." — 'Twas thus that I, though as yet 
at a distance, observed them. And what indeed 
were they ? living beings, or ghosts ? Blood seemed 
not through their veins circulating; whence else 
that ashy, lead-like complexion? so altogether 
like a cork and cobweb fabrication ? Ah me ! I 
like them not ! no more will you, after I have given 
you their portraits — and portraits of giants, of 
Satumian giants too ! for such you must imagine 
them. But shall I be able to do this fully and 
truly ? Can I indeed paint their eyes, their ghastly 
eyes, not covered with an eye-lid, closing like ours 
from above, but occasionally upwards from below, 
by a kind of skin or bag, which when open, seem- 
ingly weighing down, enlarges the lifeless cerulean 
balls to even more than their usual size. And 
though Iheir mouths are prodigiously wide, yet 
their lips art scarcely seen, being but of a deep 
cerulean hue* Their cheeks are flat a#d. sui^en . 
thdr shoulders, broad and square; their .whole bulk 
lank* and spare.. £» the baldness of their. beads 
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a reBgious mark, or one of their archsires' propa- 
gated generation bequest ? I know not; but what 
I far better know is, that they are figures I never 
wish to see; no ! not even in a dream, for though 
all these gigantic masses moved stern and sedate, 
arid apparently the very prototypes of apathy, still 
I believed to see there lurked yet a determined 
agency in their will, which, when once poised and 
fixed, would quash all obstacles raised against their 
design. So as a. drowsy indolent earthly being 
would yet, spite all his sluggishness, lift his foot 
to crush any substance that disturbed or annoyed 
him; so seemed alike the resolve of a Saturnian 
being, not visibly active, but as occasion might 
prompt, silently, but effectually operating. Indeed 
I thought I could well surmise, that, for any given 
offence, there might come more woe from a certain 
squint of these beamless eyes, than from a hidden 
poisoned arrow or dart; and more death from the 
half-checked breath of their utterance, than even 
the stroke of a Marsian sword might inflict ; yes ! 
in some of their features there seemed, under an 
outward meek demeanour, but deadly misan- 
thropy brooding. 

Oh, I could, I could not approach, though the 
ground was studded with temples,. dedicated, for- 
sooth, to every formidable deity, with all their 
altars, with all their priests, with all their gloomy 
ceremonies, with howling, whining, and incanta- 
tions. 'Twas dismal, ay, dismal beyond all de- 
scription ; and whilst I was yet not near enough 



152 EXCURSION INTO THE WULWfftS. 

lo distinguish clearly the .rites of the Satuarniatt 
worship, my mind recalled successively the Roman 
Hainan at his altar, then the Teutoniaa drttid, 
half shadowed by his mystic wood; again, the 
Indian brahmin before his hideous idol; more* 
over, Chinese bonzes, and even Mexican tlasajpas 
with their heart-ripping knives. Most certainly 
none resembling these were here; then, in the 
same of wonder, and still more in the name of 
incongruity, what affinity could here be found in 
all this Cybelean assemblage to the most probably 
widely differing religious rites in mighty Saturn's 
remote domains? Perhaps none; perhaps more 
than at first might be suspected; for on some 
nearer inspection I could indubitably see that 
their priestly men would not only endeavour, but 
strive to submit all minds not only to the ritual 
of their tenets, but to their absolute control. 
Indeed, these reflections would not have intruded 
themselves on my thoughts had I not observed 
most acrid disputes amongst them; verily, they 
seemed debating, ay, wrangling in deadly hate 
with some of a different cast. And, faith, has 
not that ever been a matter of course among the 
jarring opinions and doctrines of such heart-and- 
mindrcontrolling pedagogues? These were, in- 
deed, the conclusions which the sight before me 
and the meditations within me prompted. When 
I now, though half benumbed, half bewildered as 
I was, turned to my guide, and very peevishly 
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hegfUfr teA ask him, why, in the name of m^lan- 
Qbol^r^he had wafted me here, to see ©ur terres- 
trial atrocities in a still more appalling view;- why 
arit give me the true sight of Saturnian characters, 
their common habits, daily customs and pursuits, 
&c, so that I might not be afraid to descend and 
inspect them yet closer, though really they are, 
even here where we are now hovering, . large 
enough to distinguish them : still do I wish you 
would let me observe them in safety still nearer. 
" I cannot," replied he drily. — " Eh ! the deuce ! * 
rebuffed I, " you cannot ? And, pray, why not?" 
— r-" Because," returned he most provokingly calm, 
" because you have but earthly faculties, earthly 
confined ideas and capacities, notions alone and 
entirely shaped to what passes on terra, so that I 
can only let you observe them at a distance, 
which, though it greatly diminishes the objects, 
and of course their figures, I have nevertheless 
provided that their features shall be still unal- 
tered, discernible even in spite of your ingrati- 
tude. You have, besides, a very short memory^ 
quite forgetting the explanation which, on this 
very point, 1 gave you on Jovian ground, about- 
the views I possibly can exhibit before you ; but 
it seems this has left no impression on yaur 
mind." — " Go to," cried I in a pet, " g© to; b»t 
if you cannot gratify me, at least you need not 
mortify mek" This was followed by a gloomy 
silence — an evident effect of the climate's influx 

h 5 
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enee on our tempers. At last I said, " spite of 
my reluctance for your tardy favours, I see I must 
still look for them, and indeed wish to profit by 
them, were it not that the complexion both of 
the regions and the natives of this Saturnian astre 
seem to me so truly dismal, so really disheart- 
ening, that I am indeed fearful to approach yet 
nearer. Can you imagine sounds of joy were or 
are ever re-echoing here? I hear them not, I 
freely confess, to believe, here you hear them 
not ; the tones I have heard were but moans and 
groans, at least from the place over which I 
hovered. But who, from such a distance, could 
ever gain sufficient information in order to give 
a right decision on their character ; therefore, I 
must leave it to a future imaginary surveyor, 
who, with more adapted visuals and faculties, 
with more courage, and, above all, with more 
knowledge than I possess, may be enabled to take 
a nearer view. Well, then, let us just fancy him 
on his courtly visit amongst them, even perhaps 
in conversation with these appalling Saturnian 
figures, when he might — nay, this I scarcely think 
possible, yet, who knows? — he might find them, 
certainly not handsome and insinuating, but, 
though serious and grave, yet noble and magna- 
nimous 5 and thus retrieve their character by 
contradicting all what my fancy for fear, or pur- 
blindness, distortedly, and Only at a certain dis- 
tance, could see.' 

Meanwhile, as now continuing my farther ob- 
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servation, I request my reader to direct the view 
to that darksome cypress grove, near which I and 
my guide are just hovering* Please, then, to 
mark, ay, to mark with me, that ruddy glimmer- 
ing light, how it flits for a moment here, then 
flashes again more mysteriously there. Was this 
proceeding from torches, or from the fires of sa- 
crifices-consuming altars? Who may tell? As 
yet not I, who, though shuddering at the woe- 
boding dismal sight, wished yet to shift my re- 
cognizing point somewhat farther, and thus unin- 
tentionally sank lower down, and there athwart 
the nether part of the trees, where the branches 
left their stems here and there free, I could 
faintly discern the feet of mystically moving 
figures gliding along, like the ghosts of the 
damned. What might possibly be the business 
there ? Alas ! these dubious glances fling the 
sad conjecture on this apparent busy scene that 
woe, grievous woe is brooding there. And see ! 
ah, see ! that woe-boding fluid here creeping. 
Ugh ! what a black sluggish brook is this ! Ah ! 
why did I look ; for is it not the tincture, verily, 
the essence of some Saturnian lives? I'll dive 
no farther here — I'll see, I'll hear no more; for 
heart-chilling are the groans and lamentations 
that burst from time to time partially on our 
ears, such as must not, durst not be ventured 
on the free air, but are, by the curb of the 
oppressor's frown, thrust back on the labouring 
bosom* 
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But where is the wonder to find such scenes^ 
a sphere under the sway of such a ruler? Was not 
Saturn's character and reputation from time un- 
jnemorial stained with blood ? Was he not always 
a life-snapper? Did not the wisest people. on 
terra represent him as Time with his scythe, as 
an ever ready eager mower of mankind? nay, even 
cruel to that degree, as verily not to spare his 
own children ? Why then expect him to be more 
benevolent here on his own territory ? Is this yet 
likely ? Though it seems that here his children 
strive to do the business for him. 

Oh thanks, exclaimed I, in a sudden fit of 
affection for my distant parent earth, — thanks, 
fervent thanks, are due to thee, oh my better 
destiny ! that thou didst not drop me on this, but 
on a more congenial soil, where, spite of its crowd 
of woes, there will yet ever spots, scenes and 
periods of happiness and bliss be found. Oh here, 
my mother earth ! I do remember thy sunny vales 
and blooming gardens ; thy lovely vistas of wood- 
clad hills, and snow-mantled alps ; remember too 
"thy stilly summer nights and glorious morns: 
remember also thy sprightly citizens, their music, 
their -songs, their dances, and their festive nights. 
Undoubtedly, thy skies are often clouded, wintry 
too ; and faith ! so are verily our lives ; but even 
then mirth and glee may still, at times, from thy 
cabins resound. The countenances of thy natives, 
though not throughout benign, are yet not re- 
pulsive. Here a certain lucid beam darting,* not 
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duly from distant Moloch sacrifices, but even from 

more recent Auto di fes ; as also bloody glimmer* 

ings from African and American cannibalism, shot 

awfully across, to mar dear terra's eulogiumsy yet 

this time the prospect before me had put me into 

too much good humour with my native soil, than 

to be easily checked in its praise. So I continued; 

surely thou hast thy tyrants and oppressors ; but 

thou hast also thy philanthropists. How can I 

then be ungrateful for the pleasures enjoyed on 

thy lap ; though weighty and oppressive, I often 

deem thy cover, that sluggish wrapper of clay, 

in which enveloped my spirit for awhile must 

breathe, ay, feel and think; yet let me ever be 

mindful, that this my existence is nevertheless 

owing to thee, and therefore the mean by which 

I also am allowed to gather, now and then, some 

charming nosegay from thy garden. 

During this ebullition of my gratitude towards 
my corpus mater, I had imperceptibly moved my 
station a little farther. Here is yet an open plaia ; 
still even this is all around fenced with disiual 
woods. Yet now behold and be attentive to that 
procession just from thence emerging; intent to 
pace over this desolate tract. Their steps seem 
marked, seem resolute; they indicate the fixed 
purpose of their mind; and with their hypocriti- 
cally crossed arms, they would inipose rtheir 
actions upon you as a most meritorious holy deed; 
whilst with their downcast eyes they veil thebane- 
- fol ploddmgs of their souls. 
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Say, Fancy, for thou, and but thou canst tell 
me, what here is passing: thou, and but thou, 
saw est the struggles of the victim that here to the 
extinction of her life is led. Is it not — alas ! it is 
a female victim — perhaps a consecrated virgin of 
the sun? If not, what then ? Eh, sluggish Fancy ! 
awake, discern, explain. Seest though perhaps a 
vestal of Saturnian extraction. Then say, what was 
her crime ? Most likely the violated oath, that was 
from earliert youth, and from unconscious mno- 
cence pilfered ; and then by her in riper years, by 
Nature's impulse slighted; and now, for her suc- 
cumbing frailty, with death to be atoned. Yes ! 
this treacherously yawning gap, here in this frown- 
ing rock, this, this will be her grave. 

Not yet however — observe that brook, for to this 
they are now dragging her, and there these merci- 
less priests — what? priests will you call them? 
Nay do not disgrace the proper denomination of 
true religion's righteous servants, by thus applying 
it to this gigantic pityless band of soul and body 
tormentors. But what are they then doing ? They 
lay their unhallowed hands on the victim's head; 
they besprinkle her with the mystic flood, as if by 
this kind of ablution they would pretend to wash 
her sacrilegious crime away. And now they drag 
her, push her, thrust her, fling her, midst heart- 
piercing shrieks, into oblivion's gulf. Lugubrious, 
hollow, yet all spirit-subduing tones were now 
heard, with interludes of astounding screams, 
moans and howls. This was the requiem for the 
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repose of her soul. Sorely a requiem cannot be 
but solemn, and even mournfully lamenting too ; - 
yet soothe me, ay soothe me, with an earthly — I 
almost would say with a divine requiem, that de- 
coys the soul almost into friendship with death. 
Lulled by it into a deep, yet heavenly melancholy, 
you feel yourself even as if in the arms of that 
else so grimly staring tyrant, and yet you are not 
terrified, but pleasingly sad. It is very true that 
the tears are then abundantly rushing from your 
eyes, still you indulge them, for, as they flow, peace 
pervades your soul. 

But ye Tartarian regions below, have you a 
more dismal and more soul-appalling howl than 
this Saturaian requiem ? Gracious heaven avert, 
oh avert, that myself or friends should be ushered 
into eternal sleep with such, by horrid howl's inter- 
mittent squalls. To me it appeared that the most 
reprobate soul could not receive a more horrifying 
welcome from the satanic crew below than this, 
which was here vociferated as the hypocritical 
sanctification of this most murderous deed. Ah 
memory ! why dost thou bring it again to mine 
ear ? Yet say, to whom did they address these 
howling screeching prayers for the sinner X Take 
heed, take well heed, what you will answer ; for 
you dare not advance, that almighty, all-merciful 
GOD would approve of such proceedings. Oh my 
all-gracious, all-benevolent Creator, have love and 
blessings not for ever been the concomitants of 
thy power? Not one, oh no! not one of thy 



160 EXCURSION INTO THM • BhATt&Ct . 



works was doomed to utter misery, as y«i the 
survey of this frowning darksome bell "tare 
might indicate, where all Nature seem* t as if m 
wrath operating; thus refusing any kindly in- 
fluence, neither on the mind of the creatures, nor 
on the efforts of the soil ; for though here and: 
there some scantily scattered plants, flowers and 
fruit appeared, still wherever my sight had hitherto 
turned, thorns were more or less abounding. But 
why? I asked myself, — why then just here remain? 
Perhaps even on the most unpropitious spot of the 
whole Saturnian globe. Undoubtedly, comfort a&d 
bliss is also here in some parts glimmering; why 
then still loiter on this unblessed spot ? 

Thus away, away we shifted, and you, my kind 
readers will now find me and my sprite hovering 
over a plain, which is not only with day, but even 
with summer glow blessed. 

Oh what a different sight came then to view ! 
such as the fables of olden times would depicture. 
Italy's primitive plains, peopled with its first cul- 
tivators' gigantic forms ; so here you saw, though 
in size prodigiously enlarged, you saw these Sa- 
turnian natives, spite of their ash-tinted complex- 
ions and awfully magnified features; you saw 
them here as simple happy beings, cultivate and 
improve their soil, to such a wonderful degree, 
that, comparing it to the other part, it really 
seembd as if belonging to another sphere ; continued 
here perhaps the planet's golden age, when the old t 
surly scythe bearer, divested of his cutting emblem, . 
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as' using it but as* a reaper's toil, would like a bene* 
volent visitor to his children, instruct them in 
agriculture. All seemed here tranquil, peaceful, 
and even cheerful. When Saturn's mystic orbicu* 
lar band — else beaming more lucid than the gigan* 
tic nucleus itself; when this yet from the opaque 
curvature cast such a dismal shade, such an omi- 
nous gloom over part of the other hemisphere^ 
here its likewise over-arching curve, yet illuminated 
by the sun, glowed in full magic lustre, as an 
unique transcendent phenomenon. Eh T what do 
you say? illumined by the sun, and yet they are 
nine times farther from that luminary than the 
earth, and yet we terrestrials will grant them but 
a proportionate influence of his beams ! When I 
was visiting there, certainly in their summer sea- 
son, this planetary day-star shot the friendliest, 
warmest rays, whilst yet on the other part, they 
were entirely absorbed by the shadow of the inverted 
ring; by the darksome forests, and their there 
engendered exhalations, that corrupted and dark- 
ened the air, and of course influenced the physical 
state of both animal and vegetable life. Here the 
soil was open and free ; salubrious breezes ventilated 
the air, and kept it wholesome and refreshing* And 
striking was the effect of this on the Saturnian man, 
who seemed but very distantly related to his fellow 
citizen on the other side ; although in size and figure 
there was indeed a good deal of resemblance. But 
in temper, how different. Grave, to be sure seven ; 
very stern indeed ; and though they setemed 
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stronger than their other globe mates — really truly 
rob as t, and well knit, yet they were not fierce, 
athletic giants ; they were not the terror, not the 
bane of their kind, as the other gloomy wood- 
dwellers seemed to be. 

Their worship, their temples, their altars, all 
was open and sun illuminated. Their priests 
recalled to my mind the idea I had formed of the 
patriarch Melchisedeck, of whom, as " the priest 
of the Most High God," (Gen. iii. 18,) the Bible 
gives us the prime portrait. Here the com- 
parison refers indeed merely to the demeanour, 
for comeliness is entirely out of the question, know- 
ing well that I should lay it down as an undisputed 
truism, that of course, as earthly prototype would 
have these ash-complexioned beings far far over- 
matched. Yet I rather leave the examination and 
consequent comparison alone, for fear it might 
yet, after all, turn to the advantage of the Satux- 
nian, as they not only for size and capability, but 
perhaps too, by their holy simplicity, might be 
found equally respectable, and moreover quite 
disinterestedly to the altar devoted. 

But were these the only specimens of Saturnian 
beings ? What a question ! Such a vast globe- 
nine hundred times larger than our own, and yet, 
merely this difference! Who would but for a 
moment admit such a conclusion ? It is indeed not 
unlikely that my whimsical steersman dropped me 
by -chance, just in Saturn's most ungenial regions. 
This I may most naturally conclude, considering 
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what a variety of soil, of season, and still more, what 
a difference of species, of figures, of complexions, 
and consequently of habits, manners and pursuits, 
are everywhere on our comparatively so diminutive 
globe to be found. Supposing then, for example, 
a Saturnian, were it possible he could espy our little 
Sphere, and much more, could he really discern its 
not well perceptible atoms, ourselves — supposing 
yet, this discernment were granted him, and he 
were unfortunately only surveying the wildest 
African regions, or the most dismal Siberian shores ; 
on that the smuttiest cannibals roving ; and on this 
the puny fur-clad bipeds scarce discernible : tak- 
ing these two then as specimens of the Cybelean 
race, having had no glance on European forms or 
society, what a strange opinion would he then 
form of terrestrial shapes, and their character and 
customs. 

Here a thousand different ideas crowded on my 
mind, all far too serious for my fickle fancy 
thereon to dwell ; as this would yet still take a 
farther essor to our system's remotest planet. Thus 
then soaring forth to the Georgium Sidus (Hers- 
chel) or far more properly called 

URANUS 

to the nominal sire of the planetary deities, I now 
took my final flight. And who will then wonder 
that after such a prodigious excursion all my 
energies were utterly spent, so that vigor forsaken, 
I was swooning away ; and no other resting-place 
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being at hand, I sank down between the prismatic 
sails of my steersman, who for some time very 
kindly closed them over me. By what means he 
kept himself and his burden aloft, I had, exhausted 
as I was, neither the power nor even the will to 
ascertain: most probably the inherent magic in 
them, acts ever sufficiently, whether displayed for 
extraordinary attempts, or sometimes even folded 
awhile for rumination, and thus gaining fresh ar- 
dour for new and more hazardous flights. At any 
rate, it was necessary to grant me some minutes 9 
repose. Yet though for some time thus benumbed 
I lay, my tongue had not quite lost its elasticity, 
nor the goblin his inclination for daunting and 
reproving me. Although half dozing, I yet could 
not help musing on the probable peculiarities of the 
orb we just approached, and on the surface at 
which 1 had just cast a few cursory glances. Now 
under consideration of its immense distance from 
the sun, and from the thence thereto by our as- 
tronomers so scantily allowed heat and light, it 
verily seemed to me like the dormitory of the 
hoary planetary sire, where he indeed, with such a 
curtained sun might most comfortable slumbers 
enjoy. But shall we then suppose all nature here 
alike benumbed, and as if exhausted from all her 
previous exertions sinking into repose? "Well, 
that moment thus it really appeared to me. And so 
as she, when by omni-prolific powers on earth in 
seven days her work completed, and then would 
sanctify it by a day of holy rest ; so here after the 
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formation of even seven primal orbs (theasteroides, 
we are told, being of a later formation) so here 
she would also hold her sabbath, deeming it due, 
that after such exertions repose in regions of peace 
and' quietness, was not only alike, but doubly re- 
quisite. She could indeed not farther proceed* 
How could she possibly all the dormant virtues 
awaken ? animate her vegetation ? paint her mea- 
dows and her flowers, and give breath and motion 
to her animal forms, when they allow her here but 
the faint beams of an almost 700,000,000* miles 
remote star ; whilst here at this immense distance, 
there would be even need for redoubled means to 
kindle life and action, particularly in that so high 
prized human race ; for as we peopled all the other 
planets with this species as rulers par excellence, 
I believe we must not leave one without them. 
No ! no ! cried the elf, there in her great labora- 
tory I see the sagacious dame, ell in one hand, 
and mould in the other, scanning most scrupulously 
the size, shape and proportions fit for each globe, 
in order to give not an inch more or less than 
the Cybelean standard to the apportionatc bulk of 
each orb may . grant. " Ridiculous, impudent 
elf," cried I, "Silence to all your impertinent 
talk."— "No! not yet," retorted he, "for I also 
feel now loquacity gaining upon me; and thus I 
will, I must prate." ; . 

Observing now that though Nature produced 

• 662,147,000 of miles. 
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on your terrestrial ground diminutive beings, and 
many, at least of the pre-eminent race, the race 
of man, does this preclude the supposition that 
the generations of other orbs, even when small, 
might be gigantic and few. Here I interrupted 
the loquacious sprite, thus asking, " Is it possible 
that you already forget our observations on this 
point relative to Vesta, one of the Asteroides ?" — 
" I did not forget it," replied he most flippantly, 
" for whilst ruminating on the subject, 1 intended 
to call to your mind's remembrance how your ele- 
phants, your rhinoceros, the high-necked giraffe, 
as well as the clumsy river-horse, stamp the 
ground more closely than your light-footed roes 
and chamois. And, moreover, how the enormous 
carcases of the mastadons and the megatheriums, 
still clinging to the soil that engendered them, 
prove what stupendous creatures your orb might 
produce and support, though, according to the 
standard of exact proportion, one might deem 
them monstrous appurtenances on your wee ball." 
" Well," would I interrupt him again, " these 
two specimens from Vesta's and Cybele's globes, 
prove but the effect produced by the difference 
of their orbicular masses, as by the abounding 
gravity of this, all thereon existing beings tend 
more to their native soil, whilst the lesser agency 
on the other allows them yet a wider range. 
Now, even from these samples, from but two 
planetary orbs of our small solar system, onfc 
might imagine what a variety of specimens, in 
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a thousand different ways, in all these countless 
stellar associations may be found! Who, then, 
could dream of giving any, and least of all our 
earth as an ultra pattern, whilst for me, at the 
first glance at her, it would be a firm denial, as 
her very atmosphere, so in colour as density, 
seems to me implying something gloomy and 
heavy, and thus to my imagination not at all 
congenial with cheerfulness. Absurd, yes, truly 
absurd, as all conjectures on this subject must 
appear; yet, judging by the only pattern here 
in view, I cannot fail to observe the exact dis- 
tribution nature displays every where iu the 
means she allots for the maintenance of her 
various species, and granting them in the same 
time the capability of procuring and enjoying 
them. Yet as there difference shall and must 
be, let us then suppose it might not only con- 
sist in the mould of their figure and size, and 
strength of their statures, but perhaps also, for 
example, in the manner of their locomotion, 
whether this were performed with one, two, or 
more feet, even perhaps with a kind of wings, 
sails, or any other means. Whether, also, the 
sight is obtained through one or more eyes, or 
even this and their hearing by other organs. 
If they are gifted with the same number of senses, 
or, perhaps, with quite different faculties for taste, 
touch, and smell. These are, indeed, too nice 
particularities, on which conjecture must pause. 
There is yet an idea which I cannot dismiss, 
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namely, that the accelerated or retarded motion 
of any planet's revolving orbit might — nay, most 
operate and influence the constitution and tem- 
perament of one or the other thereon existent 
beings. Thus, when the beam-mantled Mercury, 
at the distance of but thirteen thousand of miles 
from the sun, rushes fifty-nine thousand miles in 
an hour through the ether, might not the effect 
of this velocity be evident so in the air and cli- 
mate, as consequently also in the shape, figure, 
temper and character of the natives ? " Hem !" 
muttered the elf, " an already before by you 
canvassed truism !" I again bade him forbear, 
but rather on these premises to consider how 
widely different, nay, how little homogenous to 
the forms one might find the nature, inclinations, 
capabilities, and pursuits of the dwellers on the 
globe before us, which proceeds but five thou- 
sand miles in an hour, at the distance of nearly 
seven hundred million miles from the day giver's 
orb ; surely the disparity must be great indeed. 

Such are the speculations and conjectures of a 
poor ignorant mortal ; who yet from astronomers 
may learn " that not so much the size as the bulk 
of the globe will yet inconceivable differences make, 
particularly under these three principal features ; — 
First the difference in their respective supplies of 
light and heat from, the sun ; secondly, the difference 
in their intensities of the gravitating forces, which 
must, subsist at their surfaces; and, thirdly, the 
difference in the nature of the materials of which 
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they believe them to consist. Thus the intensity 
of solar radiation is nearly seven times greater on 
Mercury than on the earth, and on Uranus three 
hundred and thirty times less; the proportion 
between the two extremes being that of two 
thousand to one. Let any one figure to himself 
the condition of our globe, were the sun to be sep- 
tubled, to say nothing of the greater ratio, or 
were it diminished to a seventh or the three hun- 
dredth of its actual power! Again, the intensity 
of gravity, or its efficacy in contracting muscular 
power, and repressing animal activity on Jupiter, 
is nearly three times that of the earth, on Mars 
not more than one-third, on the moon one-sixth, 
and on the four smaller planets, probably not more 
than one-twentieth; giving a scale of which the 
extremes are in proportion of sixty to one. Lastly, 
the density of Saturn hardly exceeds one eighth 
of the mean density of the earth, so that it must 
consist of materials not much heavier than cork."* 
We noted also, supported by the same high au- 
thority, that giants might exist on the Asteroides; 
and that a man placed on one of them, would 
spring with ease sixty feet high and sustain no 
greater shock on his descent than he does on earth 
when leaping a yard : whereas the solar globe, 
whose real diameter is eight hundred and eighty- 
two thousand miles, — and that of the earth, scarce 

* See Sir John Herschel's Treatise on Astronomy, p. 278. 

I 
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eight thousand miles, is in density yet le^s t^ftu 
the earth. Thus an ordinary man woulcj. tyerp 
not only be unable to sustain his own weight, Vftt 
would be literally crushed under his load. 9 Jtos^, 
with these premises, let us farther consider the 
various effect the difference in the length of djt^ys 
and years on Jovian or Satumian atmospheres 
must produce, when the diurnal rotation round 
their axis is hardly ten hours and their annual 
period round the sun, is yet by Jupiter almost 
twelve, and by Saturn even more than twenty-nine 
years. Then indeed we may, if we can, imagine 
how this must on climate, air, and soil > and con- 
sequently on all products and chiefly on the animal 
creation, operate. 

Lost in my meditations on all these various sur- 
mises and conjectures, and quite unmindful of the 
flighty Athniel, I, at last, looked round for him, 
and found him, but at some distance, with his back 
turned to me, and at my call not only sluggishly 
advancing, but even with a most affronting, most 
contemptuous leer, " How now, impudent urchin," 
asked I then, " what have you to such scientific 
expositions to say ? " — " Say, " repeated he, a say ? 
ay, what I never wish, and what you yet compel 
me to gay ; that you never looked so contemptible 
as when you pretend to enter into discussion on 
matters far far beyond your reach* "— " Imp/' 
replied I, " inconsiderate imp, if you, wfll ,^nd 

• Treatise, p. 239,40. , , . , ;,;.,., 
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must insult, you shall not do it with, falsehood ; 
for what did I quote these scientific suppositions of 
existing causes, by our great astronomers alleged, 
but to show how erroneously, ay, how very fool- 
ishly, I have judged. " 

But leave we then all farther discussion on this 
subject, for it is indeed but too clear how unfit we 
are for the same. Give me yet one or two glances 
at this orb just before us, and then wing, wing 
again away, down to our minikin orb. 

And now, — was it prejudice, illusion, or reality, 
on nearer examination of the prospect before me, 
I certainly thought to find my conjectures verified ; 
it verily seemed as if tranquillity, peace, and unin- 
terrupted quietude were in this planetary archsire's 
dominions his subjects' happy lot; strange illusion ! 
erroneous supposition! "Why should this alone 
be exempted from the sad vicissitudes to which 
our system's other associates are, no doubt, conti- 
nually subjected? why should they alone be free, • 
and thus privileged, and allowed to live undis- 
turbed by all those ever recent contests and agi- 
tations; originating now in the elements, now in 
the different creature's nature, propensities and 
even wants, oft unavoidably clashing with these or 
those beings or things around them, and thus 
proving ever ready foes to peace and tranquillity. 

Let then the Uraniaii tempers be as quiet tod 
as even as they ever may, still occasion, and even 
necessity, cannot fail to breed occasionally, if not 
strife and its adherent auxiliaries of violence, fraud, 

i 3 
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and injustice ; yet disappointment, imeasingsi .and: 
vexation &c &c. Alas! the miseries t>£poor mortal* 
are not seldom found in quite opposite extremes ; 
thus the fury of a fiery hot-brained Marssan* may 
kindle immediate and incessant wrangling and- 
feuds; whilst a quiet placid Uranian, in his turn* 
may yet at times be excessively annoyed, ay, wor- 
ried and tormented, by the tardiness, listlessness 
and inactivity of his dronish companion. 

Nox are these less than any other of our system's 
participants exempted from sufferings; origina- 
ting in natural casualties, such as, for example*, 
attending, now germinating, now withering animal 
life, each so pregnant with sorrow-exciting occur- 
rences, whatever besides the atmosphere, the 
weather, the seasons, or the climate moreover 
may be adding. 

Yet my glance fell most probably in a happy 
moment, on a favoured spot; though even this I 
could not sufficiently survey for all the buoyancy 
of my fancy seemed now rapidly subsiding; yes I 
that indispensable support, my goblin's kind loan, 
the erst so vividly flashing motleyed wings, the 
very, ay, indeed, the only means to keep me up, 
this magic waftage hung now every moment inore 
portentously flagging down. Nor should I be snar- 
prisediatthis, but rather wonder at the possibility 
of their* extending themselves so long, and at such 
4 height* Wdll it was a bold effort indeed^ and 
certainly, to my nund* a most grttifyingexcuiskra* 
strange, not (to say mad, as it yet may tc^aaybira- 
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tkntal being appear, thus to venture, untutored, 
but still more with such a volatile fantastical sprite 
far ^a conductor, to rush into unlimited void. 
'Besides, taking into consideration, that being 
still; a parcel of my mother earth, the connexion 
betwfeen us was unintermittent, and the attraction, 
even at this incredible distance, irresistible. You 
may, if you please, call this affection, but do, nay, 
do not deem it to be predilection for her bustling 
abode; for though I should not wish to spend my 
allowed portion of breath in the hostile regions of 
Mars, far less is Saturn's gloomy sphere ; yet place, 
oh, do not place me in a more turmoiling world, 
and with more restless generations than those of 
Cybelean stamp, where, as you must bear witness 
to the fact, the short moment of life is spent in 
mere trifles, little indeed for the improvement of 
the mind, but chiefly in eager endeavours for the 
acquisition of pelf, and then, by means of the same, 
to study how to metamorphose the human frame, 
and its allotted food. 

Ah, blessed, beypnd all expression blessed, are 
those who enjoy their existence in contemplation, or 
in endeavours for constant new discoveries of the 
wondrous works of my GOD's creation, or im com- 
nnmion with kindred soulsu Oh, that I were j but 
gifted with intellectual powers- to soar iiutHe.sast 
Expanse xrf the cerulean fields, there », to oxploite, 
comprehend and admire xme stujyen&ousj.inissjcle 
jCtceeUed by another. Oh oeasev cteasd Jthfeaftjowr 
-bud<inig* : and yet ever bootless ; wishes ^ fprg jggiite 
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all your reluctance to earth, you must, you must 
still return, 

Yet before this a few glances shall indeed wander 
over a sphere, where undoubtedly some new spe- 
cimen, of the All-creative Power will appear; a 
sphere where their year verily consists of eighty- 
four years and nine days, consequently of thirty 
thousand six hundred and eighty-nine of our days ; 
a period few Cybelean natives now complete. What 
.^errfJe .w^ «, no, k_ appear ! Ude, bide, 
then thy shrivelled hoariest head, Methuselah,e}dest 
of earthly generations. . Thou canst then not claim 
the honour of being the patriarch of planetary 
bipeds; as these may count the length of their 
lives almost by centuries, as we do ours only by 
years. Or, if on the contrary, the Uranian lives 
were merely apportioned to the length of their orb's 
annual revolution round the sun, and thus lasted 
but to the medium of short terrestrial lives, why 
then I amused my fancy with the idea, that some 
of those of our farthest roving companions might 
perhaps only during the period of their winter 
season vegetate, whilst others might but sumnjer 
ephemeras be. Then, indeed, I could imagine 
what delight those would feel who drew their first 
breath but in the gloomy season, and then, at 
summer's approach, would see an almost renovated 
world before them; but how then, also, on the 
contrary, the old must have it felt dismal indeed, 
when, as the smiles of their youth fled, so the 
bloom of nature were alike fading, and thus decay 
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be felt within and without. Yet supposing these 
farthest sun ambulators to be thus patriarchs of 
maity centuries, far out-matching our earth ante- 
diluvian sires, one would imagine that, if they 
Wete not utterly given to apathy, they must at any 
rate, erer anxiously look forward [to the bright 
season. Yet whilst I am in these strange fencies 
roving, I entirely forget that some astronomers, 
contrary to the far different opinion of others, 
will yet believe that in the superior planets there 
is no very great difference of Lter and summer 
in the same parallel, with little variance in the 
seasons, and day and night nearly equal, on 
account of their orb's almost perpendicular dis- 
position to their axes,* Now here were matter 
for farther and even more curious conjecture, but 
these I leave for my reader's amusement to their 
own configuration. 

Meanwhile I cast another, yet not only superfi- 
cial, but even indistinct glance on this patriarchal 
orb ; as the view I then had of it was not unlike to 
that which meets your eye, when you, on a fine 
summer's day, from the top of a mount a very far 
extended landscape survey, all in blue atmo- 
spheric ether mantled* Various objects present 
themselves indeed before you; mountains and 
rivers; houses and trees; and nearest to you, 
haply, also some moving figures, but indistinct, un- 
defined and colourless. The more approaching 

♦ Attamomje, p. 120. 
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visto, assumes certainly a brighter" Ahi"di*W^- 
fined hue ; you observe more delineated <&rf&; 
still you cannot distinguish their features, of-gOite 
at their character, in short, in anyway partwak- 
larize them. ' :iJC ^ 

Thus I was obliged to give up the inquest- of 
that knotty point, whether the natives here con- 
sisted of venerable Methuselahs, or of -linrifre; 
hardly full-fledged animal ephemeras. I certainly 
might, as I did in Mars, have despatched my mot- 
leyed scout, but first it seemed not likely to get 
any innuendoes from the conversation of such som- 
nolent beings, nor sufficient data on which to 
prove the strength or fallacy of the one or the 
other opinion, and thus to consider also whether 
one might fancy these Uranians as respectable and 
sturdy, all our other planetary companions out- 
matching bipeds (for we will grant also to these 
this similarity with ourselves), or if they were but 
a puny dwindling season product. But there was 
no longer any means of stirring this goblin, all 
flaccid and relaxed as he was, scarcely better than 
myself. Thus farther inspection was out of the 
question ; yet so far as I could the moving figures 
discern, they seemed to me, by no means to be a 
turbulent, though, most certainly, not a sprightly 
race ; but, seemingly, passing their lives in tran- 
quil enjoyment of all what their Creator by means 
of the air, the soil and its products, or the beau- 
ties of nature, and even their own company would n 
grant, cheerfully of these favours partaking. *fhuV ' 
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-febQW ftn4 busile free, with patriarchal gait stalk- 
ing so igmr&J, so unconcernedly along, among 
^ihffiMflftlvea, or with stately dames conversing ; or 
4e#p i» solemn meditation wrapped, with looks 
that seemed but heaven onward glancing. 

And verily one might well deem them to be 
astronomers, situated, as they are, on our system's 
apparent farthest limits; having thus so fax a 
wider range for contemplation than to us from our 
narrower earth's orbit is allowed. Yet what is 
this in unlimited heaven's area? Will this enable 
them to get better knowledge of what we denote 
to be the fixed stars ? as, for example, of Sirius, 
which, though five hundred millions of miles 
nearer to them than to the earth dwellers, is yet 
eighteen thousand one hundred millions of miles 
more distant from them, so that they, as little as 
ourselves, can probably neither form new and 
more decisive conjectures on the size, motion, 
nature, connexion, and influence of this astre, 
than of all the host of stars. 

Even allowing them some advantage in this,. 
would it be a compensation for their great dis- 
tance from the sun and the inferior planets ? as 
our astronomers will hardly grant them a glance 
on Jupiter. But then the nearer view of Saturn's 
orb and rings, together with the various, evolu- 
tions of his seven satellites, and perhaps also the 
view of a farther to our system belonging planet,/ 
mjght instead afford them, though a very different, 
yet certainly very gratifying sight. Again, is it 

' i 5 " 
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not supposed that the" host of those through ottr 
system's dashing comets have in these regions the 
limits of their excursions, so that their frequent 
wanderings to and from the sun might also give 
them matter for examination and conjectures; 'un- 
less we suppose these Uranians to he too listless 
and unconcerned for such researches. 

If I believed my fantastical elf, I should now 
really set them down as diligent astronomers, for 
he would surmise that they were directing their 
view by means of some tubes or instruments to- 
wards the sun. " To the sun?" I asked ; " ridi- 
culous, most ridiculous !" as a terrestrial citizen I 
cried, " Phoh ! to a point hardly visible to them ! 
But, say, are not Cybelean eyes, by means of tele- 
scopes, often to Venus directed ? And are we not 
informed that to Uranian visuals this is the size, 
and such the lustre in which the. sun appears 
here? It is certainly a very natural conclusion, 
that our system's Day-star must at such a distance 
with diminished size and brilliancy appear: but 
whether his beams on different soils and through 
different atmospheres might not operate with 
more, at least different efficiency, who may this 
satisfactorily explain ? Would my fantastical con- 
ductor had been but a thousand times more clever 
than I now have found him, then indeed he might 
have given me some indication how light and heat, 
derived from the same orb, though at vastly dimi- 
nished space, could yet even here, at this' immense 
distance, produce creation's every most beneficial 



efle<M* >alihough by poor Cybeleans neither ex- 
plained nor imagined means. 
, ,Whifct I was thus regulating the XJranian cli- 
mate and the Uranian natives' temper and pur- 
.suits, there lurked a very contemptuous grin in 
this very goblin's every feature, which I was just 
going to meet with deserved reproof, when, lo ! 
spme of the many 
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that with their appalling fans of fiery vapour 
darted here incessantly to and fro would also 
annoy us, by dashing directly into that by our 
guide for our return projected path ; nay, one of 
this mystic crew seemed determined to give us in 
some way or another a rough salutation. " See," 
I cried, " in what main haste and fury this wrath 
and woe streaming meteor is bent to rush upon 
us."—" Well," replied my malicious steersman, 
" suppose we await its arrival, when I then 
might enable you to vault upon it ; for I suppose 
that would suit you who are so. ambitious to tell 
the earth's inhabitants of things only revealed to 
you, Now here you might see— ray, what might 
you, not gee? — not only whether the nucleus is 
transparent or soli& or, haply, even, covered with 
vegetation, nay, verily swarming with cometary 
animals. Would you shrink from making such a 
b^d attempt? Would not this afford a sight 
wqrth ever ^o much trembling, when meanwhile 
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you might, ehmnm fauant, glance new on this, 
now on another planet, and, after a visit to thfe 
very sun, might perhaps even rush beyond our 
system's very limits ?" 

" Really/' said I, "'tis not possible to listen any 
longer to you, extravagantly as you talk of living 
creatures in scarce visible, all transparent gossamer 
matter. No! no! — Be now serious; and if yon 
have ought of magic at command, exert it now, in 
order to sheer us prompt and clear away from 
these dashers, which, by but one jerk may annihi- 
late — or if yet more civil, may attract and force us, 
against our will, to keep company with them dur- 
ing their eccentric rovings through the ether. 
Now, spite my longing for information, 'twould 
in no manner suit me to make in such a mystic 
steam-boat, a rush from the solar glow and glory 
into Cimmerean frost and gloom; the more so, 
as such an excursion, and its return, might last 
beyond the period of my life. Moreover, it would 
in no manner agree with the frame of my body, 
nor the inclination of my mind, and their predi- 
lection for light and heat, even without consider- 
ing an almost certain chance, that, if not already 
dissolved, whilst saluting the sun at its perihelion 
passage, life must assuredly be extinct when roving 
in such far, thought confounding regions, and that 
even for such a length of time. Could, oh! could 
you but give me now some rational hints, relative 
to the aim and purpose of these aerial passengeis, 
that defy the curiosity of any adventurous divgr 
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into the mysteries of their enigmatical course, 
ddstiay wad purpose." 

- •., * Well ! " aaswered my elf, " have you not lately 
had some visits of one or two of their awful crew, 
when: haply in their future approaches near your 
orb, you may perhaps learn far more than yw 
ever wished to know of them. Did not the orbit 
of Biela nearly intersect that of the earth ? thug) 
if the matron Cybele had just then been more 
stirring and brisky, and out of whim, or even, for 
politeness' sake, had, in order to meet the coming 
visitor, advanced but one month in her usual career, 
then, during their greeting, you might indeed have 
experienced some effect of cometary agency, in 
full proof of their being right properly reputed 
heralds of woe to the Cybelean dwellers; nay, 
even to the destruction of their very globe." 

" But from whence then, ye mystic roamers ! — 
from whence did you get already this very bad 
reputation? Ay, are not, alas! some of your sup- 
posed, most probably but too true, misdeeds, on 
record ? Indeed, besides your minor evils — such, 
as for example frightening with your apparent 
fiery lash poor simple people out of their wits, by 
the reports, made probable by your threatening 
appearance, that ye delight in scattering from your 
bristly tails, famine, war, pestilence, and all other 
poor mortals afflicting dire casualties? Ate you 
not also accused of having already shaken and 
overturned our poor earth's bottom uppermost;? 
Nay, as some assert, you verily will, by and by, 
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make a bonfire of her ; as even, not long agfy 
you were striving to drown us?* If aU this may 
he truly put to your account, then indeed, ypu 
are most dreadful phenomena ; though- some will 
make us believe, and I have long been of thesaape 
creed, that you are laboratories for new worlds; 
that all the satellites, ay, our very moon, had 
originally been amongst your dashing rovers 
through the air. Will not even some make you 
progenitors of the Asteroides? Nay, if I dare 
mention it, our very earth bears the proof of this 
origin in her very bosom, i. e. the yet not cooled 
nucleus,! of which the still not extinguished life, 
the various still active volcanos give yet proof 
sufficient, whilst also its quickened feverish pulse 
will manifest itself in the frequent earthquakes 
that play such disastrous tricks among our houses 
and lands, a glance into futurity might, perhaps, 
show us either the Encke, Biela, or Halley, now 
but periodical visitors, but then as our Luna's 
companion satellite, and thus as Terra's regular 
attendant." 

" But Athniel, my first so sprightly guide, why 
now so silent? why now so dull? Why not con- 
curring in these conjectures? Say, do you not 
find them reasonable conclusions? Remember 
only how some geologists the formation of our 

• See Winston's Astronomical Principles, p. 938 ; and his 
New Theory, p. 440. 
f Bertrand's Introduction to the Revolutions of the Globe. 
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glebe describe; do they not suppose it to have 
been a Hot fluid mass, surrounded by an immense 
atmosphere, which they compare to steam ? Nay, 
will they not say, that we owe our very physical 
existence to the push given, most probably not 
with good-will, by one of those fiery vagabonds 
of the skies, from which the earth, in its then not 
condensed state, derived not only its rotation, 
but even the form it actually possesses. Now 
these eosmo-generators, will find this not ill agree- 
ing with the cometary tails fiery steam, and there* 
fore deem this idea of our earth's formation in no 
way extravagant; whilst her yet incandescent state 
might help them this to justify. Indeed of such, 
transformations the moon's chaotic frame affords 
us certainly also a striking specimen." 

" Now," said the sprite at last, " now I think it 
indeed, high time for us to slacken the wings of 
our fancy: for you are even far more eccentric than 
myself, which as yet, I had deemed impossible." 
— " Well then," replied I, "prepare me now a con- 
venient safe retreat to my native soil." But I had 
not fully uttered these my last commands, when 
lo! my erst so vivid imagination, could now not 
keep my earthly matter, even for a moment longer, 
buoyant. And thus poor Fancy rushed down 
through the ether, not unlike one of those igniis 
fatuis, or aerial vapours, hardly seen, than vanished. 
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THE DREAM. 
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* FttH of the scenes that had thus successively 
flitted before my mind, sleep, -with all its magite 
charms, sued in vain for admittance, even on the 
following night 9 whilst yet the firmament all the 
wonders of the starry world again so magnificently 
displayed. When then I beheld myself once more 
to earth confined, alas ! I moaned, and yet would 
gaze, and, as before, through my open window 
their glories survey. But when remembering what 
Fancy last night to my mind pourtrayed, I was 
sighing, deeply sighing, " Ah, ye are past ! Hours 
of bliss ! Hours of unearthly delight ! Ye are 
past ! alas, too quickly past ! " And verily I be- 
lieve a tear or two dropped from my eyes, whether 
for gratitude for past enjoyment, or regret for its 
cessation, I cannot well decide ; most probably if 
there was such a moisture on my cheeks, it must 
have been a compound produced by these double 
sensations. 

It was now just the midnight hour, a time when 
the senses of poor mortals are weary of their diur- 
nal functions, and thus begin to flag, till all their 
elasticity lies dormant in the film of drowsiness* 
So indeed it fared now with mine, even in a 
superlative degree, after such long vigils. Thus, 
half dozing, half awake, on my mattress I lay r 
when at once^ at that mystic hour, a sight, eh fa 



tremendous sight arose before me ;— at the very 
remembrance of it I am still trembling, as I ween 
'twill agitate my $pul long as I yet may breathe : 
for here appeared the whole assembled council of 
ev|erj. iudiyidual planetary gods and goddesses^ 

r 

apd- before all these I was summoned to account 
for my late proceedings. Oh, my readers ! ye my 
earth-framed readers, your fancy cannot paint 
you the grimly looks that were darted by every 
one of them at me ! 

Ah! ye of old in Hades before Mino's tribunal 
summoned culprits, your terror could scarcely 
exceed the dread, ay, the fright, that seized me 
here, for you had but one stern judge's counte- 
nance before you ; ut here I was to endure the 
abashing stare of at least half-a-score of them. 
Then may it be well imagined how I shook, ah, 
how I quaked, when they all with boisterous 
anger and peremptory voice commanded me to 
tell from whence I gathered that consummate 
impudence to invent such abominable stories of 
them and their domains. 

Awed by their presence, confounded by their 
imperious request, mute and dismayed I stood. 
Would this avail me?. Oh, ye threatening pow- 
ers! no! oh, no! "An answer, an answer, and 
that immediately," was the universal clamour; yes, 
clamour ! all divinities as they were ; for in the 
height of their rage all their dignity was disre- 
garded. 

Now, since obey I must — absolutely must obey, 
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what, in this dreadful dilemma for my safety, 
when not a minute for invention was 1 aUfctated, 
what could I do but tell the truth"? Surely &iere 
are many that will know how fear acts like fin 
apoplectic fit upon reason and sagacity, bentffiib- 
ing alike energy and exertions; particularly when 
the faculties, like mine, had been already Over- 
strained. Still I tried to stutter forth some plau- 
sible arguments ; but all, all to no effect. And, 
spite my utter repugnance, I was finally obliged 
to point out my poor trusty sprite as the insti- 
gator, stimulus, and guide to my excursions. 

This, no doubt, will be put down in the black- 
est chapter of ingratitude, nay, it may well be 
called a devilish reward for all the manifold plea- 
sures with which I, through his means, had been 
gratified. Yet heaven knows with what a quiver- 
ing heart and faltering tongue I denoted him as 
the prompter to the enterprise ; but when self is 
to be saved, gratitude, virtue, and all therewith 
concomitant feelings are overruled and stifled in 
the loud imperious call for individual preserva- 
tion. Let this question come home to every 
bosom ; surely not in hours of perfect safety, for 
then people consider heroic and virtuous acts as 
the very easiest things to be performed, nay, as 
unquestionable actions of their own in such cases, 
alleging, it wanted not courage but solely the 
will for the deed — ay, the will U Here is indeed 
the potent check to the heroic action, to sacrifice 
your life for the benefit of another !!! Where? 
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Where and when, indeed, did you find human 
nature , thus fashioned ? 

.-I >Q£ bourse, with these planetary gods none cf 
my arguments or petitions did prevail ; they nei- 
ther would hear, and much less mind them. I 
rata believe they merely passed through my mind 
ia order to varnish my ingratitude. But selfish- 
xtete is not seldom the sorry loser in the event; 
*o it happened with me, as it by no means acquit- 
ted me ; though the first vengeance was indeed on 
my faithful conductor vented. Instantaneously the 
poor imp was seized, and though I was unable to 
see in what manner and by whom, I only observed 
his excessive reluctance to any restraint. And 
who will wonder at this, considering his inherent 
volubility. But this in no manner availed him; 
without mercy, and spite all his struggles, he was 
squeezed into the narrowest, darkest, most dismal 
cone, and was comforted with the assurance, that 
it would be utterly impossible for him to escape 
from thence. Yet, I think, spite their assurance, 
there is .still probability for him, in all good time, 
nevertheless, to escape, considering the various 
means he ever had at command. 

Alas ! for all my poor sprite's rigorous fate, I 
was by no means acquitted, and consequently not 
saved. No ! no 1 It was immediately in full coun- 
cil resolved, that each of the offended majesties 
should set forth their individual complaint against 
me, and thus inflict the punishment due to each 
particular crime accordingly* 
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Who will then wonder that I began to tremble 
like an aspen leaf, when immediately the thrice 
doubled-winged monarch of the sun's nearest orb* 
flattered in high dudgeon around me, proclaiming 
me to the utmost degree, guilty of high treason, 
both towards him and his subjects. The extreme 
terror of my mind allowed me to gather but a few 
words (though the Mercurian lord was very pro- 
saic, being so well versed in oratory, as the very 
speaking trumpet of Jove's every message). Yet 
among the long, and no doubt, divine pleading 
against me, I heard him chiefly upbraiding me for 
calling his illustrious solar neighbours but grigs; 
and their incomparable dancing but jigs; com- 
paring their masterly steps and elegant feet but to 
feathers and gossamer ; nay more, deeming their 
joyous existence to be but a bubbling life, just as 
if all their sense dwelled only in their feet, I 
would have given anything if the Mercurian poten- 
tate had but taken one moment's leisure for fetch* 
ing new breath, and thus to have allowed me, if 
not to defend myself, yet, at least, in some degree 
to pacify him, by begging pardon for all this unjust 
report, the more so, as I now verily believe, that 
in these my descriptions, neither discernment, or 
even truth may be found. But there was no pos- 
sibility of producing even a single word: on with 
tba accusation he went ; and so forth to the punish-* 
me»t in one and the same breath. And; now 
\yh$t will my juvenile readers 4 thi&k of cruet Mer* 
cury, when I tell them, that he doomed me never 
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to-be able to dance for all the remainder of my 
Hfo 4 and I shrewdly guess, that, no doubt the 
sentence will be properly fulfilled, as there is ever 
in! human constitutions a natural incapability for 
these* nimble evolutions of the feet, after about 
fifteen or sixteen lustres have passed over their 
heads. 

And now, behold Venus, endeavouring to put 
her lovely face into the most awful frown, but 
could not succeed; for though I had given of her 
domain as favourable an account as such poor in- 
tellectual powers like mine were able to do, never- 
theless, my sin was great, and deserved to meet 
with severe chastisement. " Was it," she asked, 
"was it not impious to survey, and still more 
amazingly impudent, to describe things not only 
so far from the notions of earthborn creatures, and 
therefore beyond all belief audacious to venture 
on this, with such poor mean capacities as mine, 
and thus to give the account of all those here ex- 
isting charms in such gross uncytherean language ? 
Therefore, she forbade me, at any rate, to make 
ever again visits in her territory. Now here she 
was as leniently and as judiciously dealing as 
Mercury did before. 

Meanwhile Diana was busily employed in se- 
lecting from her quiver the very sharpest arrow, 
that should drink the life-blood of that impertinent 
creature that dared to represent her subjects hot 
pnly as poor ricketty dwarfs, but verily as sorry 
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mooncalves, and her realm the lunar globe, as but 
a tottering cavern 

Yet just as she was shooting it off, loi now) 
oh now! down rushed the boiling fury of Mars 
upon me. Oh, ye saving Powers of Mercy iinr' 
pity defend and guard me, for see how he is stalk- 
ing up for revenge, his armour all glowing, as if 
just from the very furnace issuing. But what &t 
that? Look but on his face! Who affords me 
the means ? — but oh ! far more, who lends me the 
power to describe it? for where is resolution 
bold enough to face it, and courage steady enough 
to endure it ? Shall I say, it was like a live coal ? 
bah! what a paltry comparison would this be? 
Say you, like a flaming torch ? Ah no ! this is far 
too steady and bright; a fiery furnace is the 
nearest, but yet not complete comparison to the 
bloodiest anger that flashed all over his counte- 
nance from his in deadly wrath overboiling bosom. 
Well, it was then the climax of rage in which he 
cried, revenge ! revenge ! Oh, ye gods ! revenge ! 
tenfold revenge on this impiously daring mortal, 
that ventured not only into mine orb, but in the 
frenzy of his iniquity, dared to place a god not 
only in the infernal regions, but oh! blasphemy, 
hellish blasphemy ! even in a counting-house ! ! ! 
The least chastisement I now could expect, was to 
be crushed that moment into a thousand atoms. 
But no! this would have been too merciful, as it 
would have given me only some moments' pain/ 
therefore he summoned up hi$ partner Vulcan^ 
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who immediately hobbled in, himself in front, 
followed by a whole pack of fiery imps, bearing 
torches, firebrands, pincers, hammers, and all the 
most hurtful missiles of the infernal armory. These, 
by his order, began immediately to assail me with 
them v was it now — faith ! I am unable to relate — 
was it for fear, or for pain of the torments they 
inflicted on me, I certainly lay in a perfect swoon ; 
how long, is more than I can tell. 

When I, in some degree recovered, I saw four 
diminutive figures busily moving about me; yet 
there was not sufficient animation, much less a 
fixed determination in their intent. They were 
females, and having no chief director amongst 
them, they seemed to want unity, and even sum- 

*« ---*. .ppe»b* but « ptaW 
from a quondam shattered body, yet striving to 
figure away like goddesses, calling themselves Pal- 
las, Geres, Juno and Vesta. 

Whilst I was endeavouring to examine them 
nearer, the spectre of the Jovian tyrant, as if just 
escaping from confinement in the lower region, 
was rushing forth, intent to seize me, and twirl 
me in the air, in retaliation for the character I had 
given him ; and still more for the publication of 
his defeat: but Jupiter himself came to my relief; 
and placed me on the nail of his thumb, where, 
for awhile, I remained iu perfect safety. But 
let no one think I sat or stood there without trem- 
bling; nor let it be supposed, that I were able, 
although 80 very close, to examine the features of 
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the alti-ruling lord of the celestial host; much 
less to give the delineation of them ; for mortals 
are not to stare impudently into the face of might y, 
even planetary gods. Besides, I might perhaps 
have described these divine features in rather im- 
proper terms. Thus, for example, I might have 
spoken of crimson hills, instead of rosy lips ; of 
cerulean shields, instead of azure orbs ; again of 
alabaster urns, in lieu of well formed noble 
nostrils. 

But presently I found myself by Saturn 4 duti- 
ful son placed again on the ground, as he was now 
perceiving his sire seemingly ready to pass also 
sentence upon me, moving, ay, opening already 
those wide-spreading lips — those portentous gates 
to the tremendous vortex, which ever and anon 
such millions of his children ingulfs. Yet before 
the bald deity had even one syllable preferred, 
I was surrounded by a whole troop of those 
Saturnian priests, who, undoubtedly believing that 
the term of my destruction was surely now at 
hand, would therefore usher me into the gloomy 
regions with a howl of their terrific requiems. 
Already some of their appalling squalls thrilled 
with now hellish quiverings through every sinew 
of my system, deeming indeed this diabolic yell 
the utmost of infernal torments, when, all at once 
Saturn, with a hollow, yet death-boding voice, 
cried to them ; " Cease, cease, ye vile intermed- 
dlers with my prerogative : away with you, ye 
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bastard subjects of my reign: away! away," 
On this prevailed, for awhile, a total silence 
throughout all the planetary court of justice, as 
every one in due attention, was expecting that the 
graiidsire Uranus would likewise now be heard in 
accusation of me; but not a word escaped the 
archsire's lips, whilst ineffable contempt sat pre- 
dominant on every feature. Yes ! there it was 
written in such clear legible characters, that all 
here assembled gods and goddesses, could plainly 
see how much their venerable progenitor was 
ashamed, ay, in the highest degree indignant, that 
all and every one of his offspring would demean 
themselves to such an extent as to be in any way 
concerned about the opinions and ravings of such 
an utterly insignificant atom. Let those, who can, 
imagine how utterly confounded I stood — a Cybe- 
lean, who, by birth had my sufficient share of 
conceit and regard for my consequential self. 

I was indeed just fainting again, when I received 
such a tremendous shock from some passing 
cometary furies — most probably as an acknow- 
ledgment for all the ill with which I reproached 
them to be ever so liberal, and undoubtedly also* 
as an earnest of their determination to continue 
their once established practice. 

Their brunt was so unmercifully rude and over- 
powering, shaking my whole frame, so that I imme- 
diately lost my balance, and from the aerial .height 
where I was, rushed down with su/ch velocity, jtbat 
I thought the next moment I must unavoidably 

K 
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find myself in Beelzebub's, (L e. in Pluto's) reign. 
This gave me such a fright, that it chased sleep 
and repose, and thus awaking I found myself, for 
nry soul's and body's salvation, comfortably 
stretched on my bed, where, for awhile, I had 
been, by this dream, so dreadfully disturbed. 



THE END. 
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